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WWII German 
Research, 

Development, and 
Production Sites 
Were Spread All 

Over Europe 
(Including “Neutral” 

Countries)



Examples of WWII Research Sites in Central Europe

Dubnica

Sopron

Bydgoszcz

Poznan

Auschwitz

Tucheler Heide

Riese area

Landsberg+
Munich

Wroclaw

Freiburg area

Tyrol Zell-
am-See

Leuna/Halle
Lehesten

Prague

Mühldorf

Brno

Espelkamp

Erzgebirge area

Bornholm

Ebensee

Floridsdorf

Lofer

Melk
Vienna

Neustadt

Brussels

Oranienburg

Katowice

Braunschweig

Althofen

Frankfurt

Berlin area

Pilsen Pribram

Leverkusen

Unter-
raderach

Linz+Gusen

Thuringia
underground

Hamburg

Königsberg

Opava+Ostrava

Kiel

Štechovice

Dečín+Liberec

České

Pomerania area

Redl+Stadl+Steyr

Peenemünde

Regensburg

Piesteritz

Sigmaringen
Tübingen

Zellendorf

Dresden

Lüneburger
Heide

Graz

Swiss factories

Eindhoven

Génissiat

Pardubice

Danzig

Rheinfelden+
Weissenstein

Bitterfeld
Essen

Heinschen
-wall

Magdeburg 
Müggenberg

Neustadt

Wittengen

Griesheim

Lübeck

Rügen

Szczecin
Choszczno

Swinemünde



Some WWII 
Research Sites 

in Poland
(+ Kaliningrad)

For Which I 
Am Seeking 

More 
Information



Swinemünde/Świnoujście





PW Intelligence Bulletin No 1/47.
13 March 1945. NARA RG 165,

Entry NM84-79, Box 1915.



Stettin/Szczecin



Peenemünde



Werner Grothmann with 
Heinrich Himmler (1943)

Grothmann quotes
in Forgotten Creators 

and these slides are from:

Werner Grothmann, 2002 
interview by Wolf Krotzky. 

Jonastalverein Archive, 
Arnstadt.
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Arnswalde/Choszczno







Posen/Poznań
Nesselstadt/Pokrzywno





Reichsinstitut für Krebsforschung
An Advanced Biological Warfare Laboratory during the War



Reichsinstitut für Krebsforschung
An Advanced Biological Warfare Laboratory during the War



Reichsinstitut für Krebsforschung
An Advanced Biological Warfare Laboratory during the War
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Please see
Forgotten Creators

C.5 for more
information







Tucheler Heide/Tuchola Heath





Tucheler Heide

Truppenübungsplatz
Westpreußen

Under German control
September 1939 –

January 1945











Bromberg/Bydgoszcz







Danzig/Gdansk







Marshal Georgy Zhukov. 2 October 1945. Report to Joseph Stalin. Archive of the 
President of the Russian Federation, Fund 93, Division 77 (45), List 4-11, 
published in Riabev 2006c, pp. 60-64.

Generalissimo of the Soviet Union
to Comrade Stalin I.V.

In August and September, a group of employees of the Soviet Military 
Administration organized an inspection in the Soviet occupation zone, which was 
done by German scientists in the field of creating an atomic bomb.

I present brief conclusions from what I have been able to establish:

1. After the discovery in 1939 by Professor Hahn and Dr. Strassmann in Germany 
of the uranium decay, a society was created to use atomic energy obtained from 
the fission of the atom.

The society included: […]

Institute of Chemistry, Danzig University (Poland). Professor Albers.





Königsberg/Kaliningrad





Gerhard Dessauer to Leo Szilard. 6 July 1942. NARA RG 77, Entry UD-22A, Box 
171, Folder 32.7003-1 GERMANY: US Wartime Positive Int. (July 42-June 44).
I learned that the chain reaction of the uranium isotope is now successful. It is not 
explosive, but there is now the prospect of technical utilization.

MED Foreign Intelligence. 3 April 1944. Activities from 13 March to 31 March 
1944. NARA RG 77, Entry UD-22A, Box 170, Folder 32.60-1.
Mr. [John Hitchcock] Chapin reported successful detection experiments and 
requested aircraft study.

F.A.C. Wardenburg and J.A. Lane. 5 April 1945. Interrogation of Dr. Kohl, 
Works Manager of Degussa Plant No. 2, Frankfurt. NARA RG 77, Entry UD-22A, 
Box 166, Folder 32.22-1.
Metallic uranium was mixed with coal dust (carbon?) and with Tragacanth gum 
as a binding material and pressed into blocks, approximately 50% by weight of 
coal and uranium. The blocks were approximately 5 cm x 5 cm x 6 cm. About five 
tons as metallic uranium in total were delivered in this form.

Richard P. Fischer. June 1945. Report on German Supplies of Uranium-Bearing 
Raw Materials. NARA RG 77, Entry UD-22A, Box 163, Folder Australia.
About 50 to 60 tons of strongly radioactive “tarnsand” was delivered to the 
German Army… More likely the “tarnsand” was prepared from material in 
which the radioactivity has been artificially induced.



Muhammad Amin Al-Husayni, the Grand Mufti of 
Jerusalem, meeting with Heinrich Himmler on 4 July 1943 



Heinrich Himmler’s diplomatic contact, Muhammad Amin Al-Husayni, the
Grand Mufti of Jerusalem. Translated and paraphrased in: Wolfgang G. Schwanitz.

Review of Karlsch, Rainer; Petermann, Heiko, Für und Wider “Hitlers Bombe”:
Studien zur Atomforschung in Deutschland. H-Soz-u-Kult, H-Net Reviews.

February 2009. https://www.h-net.org/reviews/showrev.php?id=24129

On the same day (after the dedication in the joint photo of 4 July 1943), Himmler had given 
him, besides a report on tanks, secret information which, as he told him, was known to only 
ten people in the German Reich: the construction of an atomic bomb guaranteeing victory. 
This bore its certainty. The Germans, Himmler explained to the Grand Mufti, were 
advanced in atomic research. The atomic weapon would be the strongest of all weapons, 
guaranteeing victory. “We have learned that the British and Americans have also begun to 
develop an atomic weapon, but we are three years ahead of them, and we will have the 
atomic weapon at least three years before them.” Abd al-Karim Umar, Muzakkirat al-Hagg 
Muhammad Amin al-Husaini [The Memoirs of al-Hagg Muhammad Amin al-Husaini], 
Damascus 1999, p. 127, 162f. In 1944 Al-Husaini described “V-weapons” in (Allied 
intercepted) letters to the Arab Shakib Arslan.

After 1945 the Grand Mufti said that the enemy espionage by “Jewish, English, and 
American intelligence services” caused “the greatest damage.” They were able to discover 
the locations of “atomic reactors” in East Prussia. Some of the spies were among the 17 
million foreign workers. They also betrayed the secret places in Peenemünde on the Baltic 
Sea in eastern Germany, which were then destroyed by the Allies. A number of German 
atomic researchers were also killed. Thus the Allies prevented Germany from building an 
atomic bomb. Germans had been forced to relocate operations to an island off the coast of 
Denmark with underground installations for atomic research. Abd al-Karim Umar, 
Guerilla-Fidaiyun-Kommandos, p. 145.



Siegfried Flügge



Royal Air Force Bomber Command. Campaign Diary August 1944.
https://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/ukgwa/20070706054833/

http://www.raf.mod.uk/bombercommand/aug44.html

26/27 August 1944
174 Lancasters of No 5 Group to Königsberg, which was an important supply port 
for the German Eastern Front. The route to the target was 950 miles from the No 5 
Group bases. Photographic reconnaissance showed that the bombing fell in the 
eastern part of the town but no report is available from the target, now 
Kaliningrad in Lithuania. 4 Lancasters lost.

29/30 August 1944
189 Lancasters of No 5 Group carried out one of the most successful No 5 Group 
attacks of the war on Königsberg at extreme range. Only 480 tons of bombs could 
be carried because of the range of the target but severe damage was caused around 
the 4 separate aiming points selected. This success was achieved despite a 20 
minute delay in opening the attack because of the presence of low cloud; the 
bombing force waited patiently, using up precious fuel, until the marker aircraft 
found a break in the clouds and the Master Bomber, Wing Commander J 
Woodroffe, probably No 5 Group’s most skilled Master Bomber, allowed the 
attack to commence. Bomber Command estimated that 41 per cent of all the 
housing and 20 per cent of all the industry in Königsberg were destroyed. There 
was heavy fighter opposition over the target and 15 Lancasters, 7.9 per cent of the 
force, were lost.



During the war, Königsberg had a large 
staff of inorganic chemists with world-class 
expertise in methods that would have been 
useful for reprocessing irradiated fuel from 
fission reactors. After the war, many of 
those chemists were interrogated by at least 
two teams from the U.S. Alsos Mission.



















Schmiedeberg/Kowary



Kowary















Vladimir Rychly, NARA RG 38, Entry 98C,
Box 9, Folder TSC #2601-2700, 11 Feb. 1946:

The Germans put [uranium] mining on a high priority and only 
mining was done throughout the 6 years occupation. The ore was 
delivered by special planes to Germany and Austria.

Vladimir Rychly, NARA RG 38, Entry 98C,
Box 12, Folder TSC #3301-3400, 5 December 1946:

During the German occupation of Czechoslovakia, the Germans 
continued operations in this [uranium] mine to the very last 
moment.
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“Der Riese”/“The Giant”
Eulengebirge/Góry Sowie/Owl Mountains







Schloss Fürstenstein/Ksiaż Castle and Tunnel Complex





Säuferhöhen/Osówka Tunnel Complex



Wolfsberg/Włodarz Tunnel Complex



Dorfberg/Rzeczka/Walim Tunnel Complex





Werner Grothmann, p. 39:
Originally, Himmler had ordered that research and development work be carried out as 
inconspicuously as possible alongside other known projects. As more and more factories were 
destroyed or threatened by bombing raids, it was decided to set up underground facilities. Existing 
facilities that had been planned for completely different purposes were also used for this purpose. We 
were also very interested in mines, which were sometimes well suited to our purposes and, above all, 
could often be used without great expense. There was then no major outbreak that enemy aerial 
reconnaissance could have detected. As I recall, in 1944 there were eight facilities under our [SS] 
control, each working on different projects. Only two of them were above ground; all the others were 
located in mines or other artificial facilities. Not all of them were as large as the one you are interested 
in in Thuringia. “Riese” is comparable, but it was never completed either. Rüdiger [Waldenburg, 
Silesia] in terms of its significance, but not in terms of size, then Amt 2000 [near Gross-Rosen, Silesia?], 
which the Reichspost built in conjunction with us, then two facilities in the Protectorate and the 
Sudetenland. One of them is still completely intact today. In addition, three plants were in operation in 
Austria, working under our control with the most advanced technology for the “final victory.” But 
these were all projects in which industry was involved in one way or another. Whether it was providing 
skilled workers or their special technical expertise. Of course, they also supplied individual parts or 
components for prototypes or for testing. That was no problem, because you cannot tell from a piece of 
metal what it is used for.

Werner Grothmann, p. 52:
When you mention Picker, I can only say that since the fall of 1944, there have been high expectations 
at the Führer’s headquarters that the atomic project is progressing well. As far as I know, this has been 
reported to the Führer. [...] So if Picker actually mentions this large number of workers for the series 
production of the atomic bomb, I am not aware of it. I only know that there was talk of where the 
bombs were to be manufactured in shifts, but not exactly how many people were planned to work 
there. The facility was probably one of the largest underground facilities of its kind, apart from the 
large ones at Riese and near Mühldorf or Landsberg. It was completed very early on. Kammler’s only 
remaining goal was to create underground connections and, when rocket production was planned, to 
blast out a few more caves. I believe that was also completed.
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Georg Schubert (1900–1955) created and 
offered the first public video teleconferencing 
system (Fernseh/Reichspost, 1936–1945)

Nearly three decades later, and after a massive postwar 
transfer of technologies from Germany, AT&T Bell 
Labs announced it had just then invented the “first” 
public video telephone system [Look, 11 Aug. 1964, p. 9] 

• Two-way video and audio

• Broadband coaxial cable network

• Serving customers in Berlin, Hamburg,
   Leipzig, Munich, Nuremberg, etc. 

• Expanded during the war but used only 
   for government business 1940–1945







Werner Grothmann interview, p. 23:
“Another example that I still remember 
from the end of 1942 is as follows. At that 
time, someone had contacted Himmler and 
presented a design sketch for a very 
interesting, completely new type of 
technology, which any reasonable person 
would have immediately dismissed as 
nonsense. Himmler had the proposal 
examined, and to do so he enlisted the 
expertise of two outstanding scientists, who 
independently came to the conclusion that 
we could not do it with our current 
technology, but that it would be possible in 
principle. Anyone else would have said, we 
will postpone it until after the war and then 
see if we can do it or even want to. Not 
Himmler. He gave the order to work on the 
project, and in the end at least forty 
scientists and many assistants were working 
on it in Silesia, and the progress was 
incredible. It was not finished, and I do not 
know how long it would have taken, but we 
knew now that it was possible, and that was 
the case with various projects.”



Breslau/Wrocław





Notes from a summer
1944 meeting with

Philip Morrison and 
Karl Cohen state:
“3. Silesia, Breslau 

likely locations”
for uranium 

enrichment plants 
[based on intelligence 

not recorded here].





Visit to Eindhoven, 
Holland, October 1944. 

CIOS X-13, Appendix B.





Marshal Georgy Zhukov. 2 
October 1945. Report to Joseph 
Stalin. Archive of the President of 
the Russian Federation, Fund 93, 
Division 77 (45), List 4-11.

The main specialists in the field of 
isotope separation in Germany 
were Professor Harteck, Dr. Groth, 
who, together with the chief 
designer of the Anschütz company 
(Kiel, English zone), Dr. Beyerle, 
invented an ultra-centrifuge built 
by the above company, as well as 
by the Hellige company (Breslau, 
USSR zone).



Siegfried Knappe. 1992. Soldat: Reflections of a 
German Soldier 1936-1949. Orion. pp. 265-268.

Hitler had declared Breslau a fortress city, 
which meant that it was to be defended to the 
last man, even if it was surrounded and totally 
isolated… A factory for making heavy water 
for atomic experiments had been abandoned 
east of Breslau, and we had to plan and 
conduct a counterattack to destroy it and keep 
its secrets from falling into the hands of the 
Russians.
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Ratibor/Racibórz













German production 
and testing of very 
low-boron graphite 

suitable for use
as a moderator in a 
fission reactor with 

unenriched uranium 
(1940 onward)



German production 
and testing of very 
low-boron graphite 

suitable for use
as a moderator in a 
fission reactor with 

unenriched uranium 
(1940 onward)



German production 
and testing of very 
low-boron graphite 

suitable for use
as a moderator in a 
fission reactor with 

unenriched uranium 
(1940 onward)



German production 
and testing of very 
low-boron graphite 

suitable for use
as a moderator in a 
fission reactor with 

unenriched uranium 
(1940 onward)





Auschwitz/Oświęcim







Buna IV to Otto Ambros regarding I.G. Farben Auschwitz, 11 January 
1941. Trials of War Criminals Before the Nuremberg Military Tribunals.

In addition, the water situation is very favourable because the draining works can 
be placed below the confluence of the Weichsel [Vistula], Przemsza, and Sola 
Rivers and sufficient water will be available, even with minimum outflow. […] 
Coal can be procured from 3 sides; to wit, the Cracow district, the central district, 
and the coal deposits southwest of the building site, where the new Brzeszcze and 
Jawiszowitz shafts of the Hermann Goering Werke are located, and from the 
Silesia Shaft, near Dzieditz[....]

Joseph Borkin. 1978. The Crime and Punishment
of I. G. Farben. New York: Free Press. p. 127.

From the bare records available, 300,000 concentration camp workers passed 
through I.G. Auschwitz of whom at least 25,000 were worked to death. The plants 
when completed were so enormous that they used more electricity than the entire 
city of Berlin. […] Despite the investment of almost 900 million Reichsmarks and 
thousands of lives, only a modest stream of fuel and not a single pound of Buna 
rubber was ever produced.
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Groß Salze/Wieliczka
(Kraków area)



Reported ~November 1944
Test Explosion in Poland





Werner Grothmann. 2002 interview. Jonastalverein Archive, Arnstadt. p. 31.

Well, it is so: It is known to me that there were four atomic tests. The first still in 1943 
in the autumn in the North Sea, which failed. Then two in 1944 in the autumn and the 
late autumn. One of them on the ground, that is on a small stand, the later one in the 
atmosphere on a parachute. That one in winter 1944 in the air was highly explosive 
and the charge [fuel] was also larger. That could have been in November. The last test 
was then again with a small charge in March 1945. Where the tests were I would like to 
not say now, because otherwise the population would be unnecessarily upset.

Robert Jackson to Albert Speer. 21 June 1946. avalon.law.yale.edu/imt/06-21-46.asp

And certain experiments were also conducted and certain researches conducted in 
atomic energy, were they not?... Now, I have certain information, which was placed in 
my hands, of an experiment which was carried out near Auschwitz and I would like to 
ask you if you heard about it or knew about it. The purpose of the experiment was to 
find a quick and complete way of destroying people without the delay and trouble of 
shooting and gassing and burning, as it had been carried out, and this is the 
experiment, as I am advised. A village, a small village was provisionally erected, with 
temporary structures, and in it approximately 20,000 Jews were put. By means of this 
newly invented weapon of destruction, these 20,000 people were eradicated almost 
instantaneously, and in such a way that there was no trace left of them; that it 
developed, the explosive developed, temperatures of from 400[0] to 500[0] centigrade 
and destroyed them without leaving any trace at all. Do you know about that 
experiment?



Felix Kersten. 1947. Memoirs of Doctor Felix Kersten. Doubleday. pp. 256-258.

Kriminalrat Obersturmfuehrer Göring… said that a village had been built near 
Auschwitz for experimental purposes. They wanted to “try out” the new weapon. For 
the purpose, twenty thousand Jewish men, women, and children had been brought to 
live in this village. A single shell had been fired on the settlement. It had caused six 
thousand degrees of heat, and the whole village--houses, human beings, and animals 
included--was burnt to ashes. Obviously, as I see it now in retrospect, the Germans had 
nearly completed their atomic bomb and were almost ready to use it on the enemy 
when the encirclement of Berlin was complete.

Wilhelm Wulff. 1973. Zodiac and Swastika. Coward McCann & Geoghegan. 160-161.

[Himmler] went on to talk about a quite different missile, one of incredible power. 
Cities like New York and London, he said, could be wiped off the face of the earth with 
the help of this new weapon… What he had told me was basically true, for work was 
already being done on the German atom bomb at the time. Franz Göring also told me 
that the new missiles had been tested. According to him, a large town was especially 
built near Auschwitz concentration camp and some 20,000 Jews, mostly women and 
children, were sent to live in it. A single missile was then fired into the settlement. In 
the ensuing explosion, which developed a heat output of 6,000o C at its center, the 
whole town and the entire population were burned to cinders in a flash. 



Otto Hahn. 1968. Mein Leben. p. 200:

“Professor Staudinger wrote me that an officer had given him his word of honor that three German nuclear 
bombs had been ready for deployment in the Lüneburg Heath shortly before the end of the war.”
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Letter of Prof. Dr. Gezo Mansfeldt, Professor of Physiological 
Institute of the University of Budapest (former inmate of the 
Rajsko camp) to Dr. Hans Münch (during the war at the SS-
Hygiene Institute in Rajsko). 5 December 1946. US Holocaust 
Memorial Museum. RG-15.169M (1998.A.0247) microfilm 8.

The next day was uneventful, and on January 27th [1945], 4:00 in 
the afternoon the first Russian vanguard marched through the 
Auschwitz camp. Thus we approximately 3,000 men--physicians, 
nurses, and patients--were free. [...] 

I was the only living witness who knew about the Hygiene Institute 
information and so I was at least 2-3 times weekly interviewed and 
had to drive to Raisko several times, but now in the fine car, and 
show everything there. The various scientific commissions were 
difficult to convince that poison gas and the like was not produced 
there, and what was actually suspected was clear to me only much 
later, when I learned of the atomic bomb tests.
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Oświęcim/
Auschwitz
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Tucheler
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“Riese”
area
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coast
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area
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Racibórz
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Other Sites
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Many more sites are named in the 
documents in Forgotten Creators, 
especially in Appendices D and E:

riderinstitute.org/revolutionary-innovation

If you have or find any additional 
information that you would be
willing to share, please email me:

thor@riderinstitute.org



Further Work

The true, detailed, complete history of wartime German
research, development, and production programs has not
yet been publicly written by anyone (including me). 

To do that, we must first:

•  Search for relevant documents in archives and personal
    collections around the world, and lobby to have all files 
    declassified and released.

•  Conduct industrial archaeology digs (carefully!) and
    laboratory analyses at all sites suspected to have been
    involved in the wartime German programs.


