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Richard Wagner, Das Rheingold, Scene I, Wellgunde (1854)

The whole world can be
       possessed by one
who from the Rhinegold
       forges the Ring,
which can bestow
       immeasurable power.

Der Welt Erbe gewänne
       zu eigen,
wer aus dem Rheingold
       schüfe den Ring,
der maß lose Macht
       ihm verlieh’.
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1. Conventional view of the wartime German nuclear program
2. Origins and organization of the German nuclear program
3. Sources of uranium and thorium
4. Enrichment of uranium-235 (235U)
5. Breeding plutonium-239 (239Pu) or uranium-233 (233U) in fission reactors
6. Breeding 239Pu or 233U in electronuclear systems
7. Production of heavy water (D2O) and other nuclear-related materials
8. German fission bomb design (explosive yield ~ tens of kilotons)
9. German hydrogen bomb design (explosive yield ~ megatons)
10. October 1944 test explosion on the Baltic coast
11. ~November 1944 test explosion in Poland
12. March 1945 test explosions in Thuringia
13. Wartime/postwar Axis belief in the reality of German nuclear weapons
14. Wartime/postwar Allied belief in the reality of German nuclear weapons
15. Conclusions and further work



1. Conventional View of German Program: Alsos
At the end of the war, the U.S.-led 
Alsos Mission searching for nuclear 
work found an incomplete fission 
reactor at Haigerloch, some papers on 
basic nuclear physics, and apparently 
not much else, according to the public 
accounts. 

Haigerloch
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At the end of the war, the U.S.-led 
Alsos Mission searching for nuclear 
work found an incomplete fission 
reactor at Haigerloch, some papers on 
basic nuclear physics, and apparently 
not much else, according to the public 
accounts. 

Alsos failed to properly investigate 
numerous specific organizations, 
scientists, and locations that could 
have revealed a more advanced 
nuclear program. 

If any more advanced nuclear work 
had in fact been discovered, that 
information would have been 
automatically classified at the time, 
and could remain classified or buried 
in archives and unreleased to this day.

Haigerloch



1. Conventional View of German Program: Farm Hall
10 scientists (Erich Bagge, Kurt Diebner, 
Walther Gerlach, Otto Hahn, Paul Harteck, 
Werner Heisenberg, Horst Korsching, Max 
von Laue, Carl Friedrich von Weizsäcker, 
and Karl Wirtz) were kept under house 
arrest July 1945–January 1946 at Farm 
Hall, U.K., where their conversations were 
secretly recorded. 

The transcripts record the scientists’ 
surprise at news of the 6 August 1945 
Hiroshima bombing and do not reveal 
significant apparent knowledge of nuclear 
weapons design and development. 
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10 scientists (Erich Bagge, Kurt Diebner, 
Walther Gerlach, Otto Hahn, Paul Harteck, 
Werner Heisenberg, Horst Korsching, Max 
von Laue, Carl Friedrich von Weizsäcker, 
and Karl Wirtz) were kept under house 
arrest July 1945–January 1946 at Farm 
Hall, U.K., where their conversations were 
secretly recorded. 

The transcripts record the scientists’ 
surprise at news of the 6 August 1945 
Hiroshima bombing and do not reveal 
significant apparent knowledge of nuclear 
weapons design and development. 

A huge number of relevant nuclear 
scientists were not at Farm Hall. 

Those who were there suspected 
surveillance and presumably conducted 
their conversations accordingly.

The preserved transcripts document 
only a small fraction of the discussions 
that would have occurred among ten 
people and their British attendants 
during those six months.

The transcripts are English translations, 
which may not accurately reflect the 
original German conversations.

Oddly, both the original recordings and 
the original German transcripts just 
happen to have been completely lost.



1. Conventional View of German Program: Public Remarks
In their public interviews and writings in 
the years after the war, German nuclear 
scientists professed a lack of desire, plans, 
materials and/or political support to 
produce nuclear weapons for the Third 
Reich. 



1. Conventional View of German Program: Public Remarks
In their public interviews and writings in 
the years after the war, German nuclear 
scientists professed a lack of desire, plans, 
materials and/or political support to 
produce nuclear weapons for the Third 
Reich. 

Only a small number of nuclear scientists 
went on the public record. 

It was in their best personal interests to 
downplay the wartime German nuclear 
program, their knowledge of it, and their 
support for it.
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patented high-voltage fusion neutron

generators and tritium breeders
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theoretical predictions of uranium 
fission and plutonium production

Kurt Diebner
(nuclear expert)
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weapons project

Germany took over
Czech uranium mines,

transported ore on planes

Germany began mining
uranium in Bulgaria for secret

Organisation Todt project

Otto Hahn and Fritz Strassmann
experimentally demonstrated

neutron-induced uranium fission
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for fission reactors

1939                                                    1940
Carl Friedrich

von Weizsäcker, Fritz Houtermans,
and others proposed and calculated

the suitability of plutonium-239 for bombs

Paul Harteck & Wilhelm Groth
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launched a Reichspost program to enrich 
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According to his [Ohnesorge's] 
observations, at the moment America is 
gathering all the professors of physics 
and chemistry to produce special 
achievements. He would like to give a 
short lecture about this to the Führer.
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http://taifasuri.ro/index.php/taifasuri/mozaic/17838-bomba-atomica-ruso-americana-hranita-din-uraniul-romanesc-
nr748-sapt19-25-sept-2019
And those mines were in the Apuseni Mountains, in Biharia, at Stei-Baita. It seems that the uranium deposits here were 
discovered by German aviators who, around 1938-1939, flying over the perimeter, noticed a drop in pressure and a 
bizarre development of the films, which led the Germans to carry out a geological survey of the area with modern 
equipment, so they installed 40 probes in the area… The uranium that was obtained from those mines was… picked up 
by the SS service and shipped to laboratories in Germany. To facilitate transport on an industrial scale, the Germans 
built new sections of the Avram Iancu-Bulzeçti-Baia de Cris road and completed part of the Brad-Deva railway, a 
megastructure with viaducts and impeccable tunnels.

https://www.cia.gov/readingroom/docs/DOC_0000198124.pdf
The most important uranium deposit in Bulgaria is located in the old lead mining area of Goten Peak, near the 
monastery of Buhovo, northeast of Sofia. In late 1945, the Soviets continued the former German exploitation of this area.

U.S. Embassy, Istanbul, 18 December 1943, AFHRA A1261 p. 27.
In the course of a violent argument with a Bulgarian officer, an engineer of the Todt organization revealed in Sofia that 
the Germans now possess a new type of incendiary far surpassing anything yet used in warfare. The engineer intimated 
that London would suffer a fate worse than that of Berlin or Hamburg in the near future.

William Casey. 1988. The Secret War Against Hitler. Regnery Gateway. p. 49.
When the British government learned that the Germans, on occupying Norway and 
Belgium, were increasing Norwegian heavy water production and had seized 3500 tons of 
uranium from Union Minière in Belgium, the Ministry of Supply was directed to study 
what would happen if an atom bomb was detonated in the center of a large British city.
[Nikolaus Riehl also reported the amount as 3500 tons instead of the usually given 1200 
tons; see David Irving. 1967. The Virus House. William Kimber. pp. 65, 90--91.]

Vladimir L. Rychly, NARA RG 38, Entry 98C,
Box 9, Folder TSC #2601-2700, 11 February 1946.
The Germans put [uranium] mining on a high priority and only mining was done 
throughout the 6 years occupation. The ore was delivered by special planes to Germany 
and Austria.
Box 12, Folder TSC #3301-3400, 5 December 1946.
During the German occupation of Czechoslovakia, the Germans continued operations in 
this mine to the very last moment.

Peter Hayes. 2004. From Cooperation to Complicity: Degussa in the Third Reich. 
Cambridge University Press. p. 235.
Radium-Bergbau GmbH of Berlin, which in 1941-43, further developed mines in 
Portugal…

Jonathan E. Helmreich. 1986. Gathering Rare Ores: The Diplomacy of Uranium 
Acquisition, 1943-1954. Princeton University Press. p. 70.
The CDT [Combined Development Trust] did not know of the valuable deposits in 
Saxony, just north of the East German border with Czechoslovakia and the Joachimstal 
mines. Discovered by the Germans in 1943…

Report on Treibacher Chemical Works AG. 10 October 1945. CIOS Evaluation Report 
343, AFHRA A1008 frames 0794-0797.
During the war they used Pitchblende from Joachimstahl in Czechoslovakia (where it was 
first discovered) and from Erzgebirge.

https://www.cia.gov/readingroom/docs/DOC_0000198124.pdf
Kowary area (the old Schmiedeberg area exploited by the Germans) where uranium was 
produced before the war…

Manhattan District History, Book I, Volume 14,  Foreign Intelligence Supplement No. 1. 
The ALSOS Mission had learned that 11 tons of crude sodium uranate had been delivered 
to the Radium Chemie Companie, of Frankfurt... Through questioning the Deputy 
Director of the firm it was learned that a stock of 11 tons of uranium products, 1/2 ton of 
Schmiedeberg ore and a few drums of monazite sand were on hand… The shortage of 
radium in Germany made it worth while to exploit the Schmiedeberg deposits.
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David Gattiker and George C. Davis. 16 May 1945. Report on 
visit to Joachimsthal. NARA RG 77, Entry UD-22A, Box 160, 
Folder APR 45--Dec. '45.
I and Davis entered Czechoslovakian target yesterday 
morning and spent three hours with Dr. Patzochke, German 
director of the mines. […] These concentrates contain 60 per 
cent U3O8 and were sent to Germany and Austria for radium 
extraction, and were divided equally between Auer, Buchler 
at Brunswick, and Goldschmidt at Treibach in Austria.

G-157. I.G. Farben Leverkusen. 11 June 1942.
Kwasnik developed process whereby uranium oxide is 
carried through a rotating inclined nickel tube heated to 
650oC through which a stream of fluorine gas is passed. The 
UF6 thus formed is frozen by CO2 in containers. About 500 
grams UF6 thus produced per hour. The UF6 to be frozen in 
large crystalline block to reduce amount of adsorption of 
other gases. 

Bitterfeld

Vienna

https://www.cia.gov/readingroom/docu
ment/cia-rdp83-00415r003900020006-0

[Chemische Fabrik Grünau:] 
Production was increased during 
World War II and the manufacture of 
uranium metal from pitchblende was 
started on a large scale. At that time 
the factory employed over 1,000 
workers. About 60 per cent of the 
factory was damaged by air attacks in 
spring 1945, and... all the uranium 
installations, as well as the company’s 
own power plant, were fully 
dismantled after the Red Army 
occupied Berlin. For more information, see Forgotten Creators D.3



Gas centrifuges were invented 
in Germany before 1895. 
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Gas centrifuges were invented 
in Germany before 1895. 

By World War II, uranium gas 
centrifuges were produced in:
     Kiel (2 groups)
     Munich
     Freiburg
     Göttingen
     Thuringia
     Breslau/Wrocław
     Swiss factories (!)
     + more locations?
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Werner Schwietzke. 1947. National 
Archives of Australia. Series 
MT105/8, ctrl 1/6/3094, code 934755.
Since the theoretical calculations of 
the stress distribution of the rotor 
rotating at high speed can only be 
carried out with a certain 
approximation, it was recommended 
that the precisely balanced rotor be 
subjected to a test run below the 
maximum rotational speed of 65,000 
rpm, which was calculated as 
critical, and that any changes in the 
rotor be precisely determined by 
precision measurements after the 
run. After a considerable number of 
test series over several hours at 
60,000 rpm a deformation of the 
rotor never could be detected, so 
that a constant operating speed of 
56,000 rpm could be selected for the 
intended tests without danger. This 
ultracentrifuge, which requires little 
space and effort, has proven itself 
extraordinarily good in practice.

Marshal Georgy Zhukov. 2 
October 1945. Report to Joseph 
Stalin. Archive of the President of 
the Russian Federation, Fund 93, 
Division 77 (45), List 4-11.
The main specialists in the field of 
isotope separation in Germany 
were Professor Harteck, Dr. 
Groth, who, together with the 
chief designer of the Anschütz 
company (Kiel, English zone), Dr. 
Beyerle, invented an 
ultracentrifuge built by the above 
company, as well as by the Hellige 
company (Breslau, USSR zone).
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Gas centrifuges were invented 
in Germany before 1895. 

By World War II, uranium gas 
centrifuges were produced in:
     Kiel (2 groups)
     Munich
     Freiburg
     Göttingen
     Thuringia
     Breslau/Wrocław
     Swiss factories (!)
     + more locations?
How many uranium gas centri- 
fuges did Germany produce?
For more information, see 
Forgotten Creators D.4.2.
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Werner Schwietzke. 1947. National 
Archives of Australia. Series 
MT105/8, ctrl 1/6/3094, code 934755.
Since the theoretical calculations of 
the stress distribution of the rotor 
rotating at high speed can only be 
carried out with a certain 
approximation, it was recommended 
that the precisely balanced rotor be 
subjected to a test run below the 
maximum rotational speed of 65,000 
rpm, which was calculated as 
critical, and that any changes in the 
rotor be precisely determined by 
precision measurements after the 
run. After a considerable number of 
test series over several hours at 
60,000 rpm a deformation of the 
rotor never could be detected, so 
that a constant operating speed of 
56,000 rpm could be selected for the 
intended tests without danger. This 
ultracentrifuge, which requires little 
space and effort, has proven itself 
extraordinarily good in practice.

Marshal Georgy Zhukov. 2 
October 1945. Report to Joseph 
Stalin. Archive of the President of 
the Russian Federation, Fund 93, 
Division 77 (45), List 4-11.
The main specialists in the field of 
isotope separation in Germany 
were Professor Harteck, Dr. 
Groth, who, together with the 
chief designer of the Anschütz 
company (Kiel, English zone), Dr. 
Beyerle, invented an 
ultracentrifuge built by the above 
company, as well as by the Hellige 
company (Breslau, USSR zone).
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Prototype calutron built and demonstrated by 1941 by Manfred 
von Ardenne and ELIN company [Russian archive/Rainer Karlsch]
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Prototype calutron built and demonstrated by 1941 by Manfred 
von Ardenne and ELIN company [Russian archive/Rainer Karlsch]

Heinz Ewald’s March 1942 final report on calculations for the 
optimal performance of calutrons [Deutsches Museum G-139]
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Prototype calutron built and demonstrated by 1941 by Manfred 
von Ardenne and ELIN company [Russian archive/Rainer Karlsch]

Heinz Ewald’s March 1942 final report on calculations for the 
optimal performance of calutrons [Deutsches Museum G-139]
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Manfred von Ardenne. 1990. Die Erinnerungen. 10th ed. Munich: Herbig. p. 159
During visits to Dahlem and Lichterfelde in 1941, I had asked Professor Otto Hahn how many grams of pure uranium-235 would be 
needed to unleash a nuclear chain reaction in an instant. He answered me: “A few kilograms.” In this absolutely confidential 
conversation, I expressed the opinion that it was technically quite possible to obtain uranium-235 in quantities of a few kilograms 
with the help of highly sophisticated magnetic mass separators (which we had previously designed and experimentally developed), if 
large electrical corporations were used for this purpose.
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Manfred von Ardenne. 1990. Die Erinnerungen. 10th ed. Munich: Herbig. p. 159
During visits to Dahlem and Lichterfelde in 1941, I had asked Professor Otto Hahn how many grams of pure uranium-235 would be 
needed to unleash a nuclear chain reaction in an instant. He answered me: “A few kilograms.” In this absolutely confidential 
conversation, I expressed the opinion that it was technically quite possible to obtain uranium-235 in quantities of a few kilograms 
with the help of highly sophisticated magnetic mass separators (which we had previously designed and experimentally developed), if 
large electrical corporations were used for this purpose.

OSS. 9 June 1944. NARA RG 77, Entry UD-22A, Box 171, Folder 32.7003-1 GERMANY: US Wartime Positive Int. (July 42–June 44)



Prototype calutron built and demonstrated by 1941 by Manfred 
von Ardenne and ELIN company [Russian archive/Rainer Karlsch]

Heinz Ewald’s March 1942 final report on calculations for the 
optimal performance of calutrons [Deutsches Museum G-139]
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Manfred von Ardenne. 1990. Die Erinnerungen. 10th ed. Munich: Herbig. p. 159
During visits to Dahlem and Lichterfelde in 1941, I had asked Professor Otto Hahn how many grams of pure uranium-235 would be 
needed to unleash a nuclear chain reaction in an instant. He answered me: “A few kilograms.” In this absolutely confidential 
conversation, I expressed the opinion that it was technically quite possible to obtain uranium-235 in quantities of a few kilograms 
with the help of highly sophisticated magnetic mass separators (which we had previously designed and experimentally developed), if 
large electrical corporations were used for this purpose.

OSS. 9 June 1944. NARA RG 77, Entry UD-22A, Box 171, Folder 32.7003-1 GERMANY: US Wartime Positive Int. (July 42–June 44)

General Henry H. Arnold. 1949. Global Mission. New York: Harper. p. 491
The Germans were supposed to have perfected an electric machine which would make it possible to complete the development of the 
atomic bomb. I was then asked to have our bombers in England make special missions against the various branches of the Kaiser 
Wilhelm Institute in Berlin.



Prototype calutron built and demonstrated by 1941 by Manfred 
von Ardenne and ELIN company [Russian archive/Rainer Karlsch]

Heinz Ewald’s March 1942 final report on calculations for the 
optimal performance of calutrons [Deutsches Museum G-139]
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Manfred von Ardenne. 1990. Die Erinnerungen. 10th ed. Munich: Herbig. p. 159
During visits to Dahlem and Lichterfelde in 1941, I had asked Professor Otto Hahn how many grams of pure uranium-235 would be 
needed to unleash a nuclear chain reaction in an instant. He answered me: “A few kilograms.” In this absolutely confidential 
conversation, I expressed the opinion that it was technically quite possible to obtain uranium-235 in quantities of a few kilograms 
with the help of highly sophisticated magnetic mass separators (which we had previously designed and experimentally developed), if 
large electrical corporations were used for this purpose.

OSS. 9 June 1944. NARA RG 77, Entry UD-22A, Box 171, Folder 32.7003-1 GERMANY: US Wartime Positive Int. (July 42–June 44)

General Henry H. Arnold. 1949. Global Mission. New York: Harper. p. 491
The Germans were supposed to have perfected an electric machine which would make it possible to complete the development of the 
atomic bomb. I was then asked to have our bombers in England make special missions against the various branches of the Kaiser 
Wilhelm Institute in Berlin.
Did Germany mass-produce and use calutrons during the war?                   For more information, see Forgotten Creators D.4.3.
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Gustav Hertz patented gaseous diffusion in 1923, worked 
throughout the war despite his Jewish ancestry, then helped 
the Soviet Union build gaseous diffusion enrichment plants.
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the Soviet Union build gaseous diffusion enrichment plants.

Auergesellschaft patented improved diffusion enrichment 
methods in 1940 and worked throughout the war. Then 
Nikolaus Riehl and other Auer personnel helped the Soviets.
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Gustav Hertz patented gaseous diffusion in 1923, worked 
throughout the war despite his Jewish ancestry, then helped 
the Soviet Union build gaseous diffusion enrichment plants.

Auergesellschaft patented improved diffusion enrichment 
methods in 1940 and worked throughout the war. Then 
Nikolaus Riehl and other Auer personnel helped the Soviets.

Soviets found Neustadt an der Orla factories 
that were uniquely skilled at producing nickel 
membrane filters for gaseous diffusion. What 
did those factories do during the war?
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Gustav Hertz patented gaseous diffusion in 1923, worked 
throughout the war despite his Jewish ancestry, then helped 
the Soviet Union build gaseous diffusion enrichment plants.

Auergesellschaft patented improved diffusion enrichment 
methods in 1940 and worked throughout the war. Then 
Nikolaus Riehl and other Auer personnel helped the Soviets.

Soviets found Neustadt an der Orla factories 
that were uniquely skilled at producing nickel 
membrane filters for gaseous diffusion. What 
did those factories do during the war?

The Manhattan Project believed the German gaseous diffusion program was 
ahead of them. 
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Gustav Hertz patented gaseous diffusion in 1923, worked 
throughout the war despite his Jewish ancestry, then helped 
the Soviet Union build gaseous diffusion enrichment plants.

Auergesellschaft patented improved diffusion enrichment 
methods in 1940 and worked throughout the war. Then 
Nikolaus Riehl and other Auer personnel helped the Soviets.

Soviets found Neustadt an der Orla factories 
that were uniquely skilled at producing nickel 
membrane filters for gaseous diffusion. What 
did those factories do during the war?

The Manhattan Project believed the German gaseous diffusion program was 
ahead of them. In September 1946, Leslie Groves sent Percival C. Keith, chief 
designer of Oak Ridge K-25, on a high-risk, two-week, Top Secret trip to 
Czechoslovakia. Was it to inspect/sabotage a former German enrichment plant?
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4. 235U Enrichment: Many Sites, Mostly Underground



OSS Report No. FF-83. 21 October 1944. Atom Smashing Secret Weapon. NARA RG 77, Entry UD-22A, Box 171, Folder 32.7003-2.
1. The Germans have completed a weapon which is founded on the principle of the disintegration of matter (Atomzertruemmerung). Experiments have been performed which have proved conclusive… 2… The 
radius of action is supposed to be about three kilometers... 3. Different conversations which have taken place with industrial leaders in charge of concentration of production of German war material give the 
impression that Germany has unlimited confidence in the use of this weapon, which is to bring them certain victory. 4. Herr Schneider, one of the directors of the German factories called Deutsche Waffen u. 
Munitions-fabrik (a combine representing some fifteen factories and 250,000 workers) declared with a smile: “… Our important factories where the assembly is carried out are all subterranean. An immense 
quantity of accessories is made in small lots everywhere throughout the country, so that bombing cannot interrupt the production.”
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OSS Report No. FF-83. 21 October 1944. Atom Smashing Secret Weapon. NARA RG 77, Entry UD-22A, Box 171, Folder 32.7003-2.
1. The Germans have completed a weapon which is founded on the principle of the disintegration of matter (Atomzertruemmerung). Experiments have been performed which have proved conclusive… 2… The 
radius of action is supposed to be about three kilometers... 3. Different conversations which have taken place with industrial leaders in charge of concentration of production of German war material give the 
impression that Germany has unlimited confidence in the use of this weapon, which is to bring them certain victory. 4. Herr Schneider, one of the directors of the German factories called Deutsche Waffen u. 
Munitions-fabrik (a combine representing some fifteen factories and 250,000 workers) declared with a smile: “… Our important factories where the assembly is carried out are all subterranean. An immense 
quantity of accessories is made in small lots everywhere throughout the country, so that bombing cannot interrupt the production.”

4. 235U Enrichment: Many Sites, Mostly Underground

MacFarland Istanbul to Shepardson OSS. 4 May 1944. Cable IN-9026. NARA RG 226, Entry A1-134, Box 
219, Folder IN AZUSA Nov. ’43 Sept. ’45.
We have been informed by Azusa-Dahlia that the component of a new explosive is being produced by the 
I.G. Farben factory in the vicinity of Tropau (called Opava by the Czechs). This factory has 30,000 
employees. In the vicinity of Maehrisch-Ostrau (called Moravska-Ostrava by the Czechs) there is an 
identical factory.
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1. The Germans have completed a weapon which is founded on the principle of the disintegration of matter (Atomzertruemmerung). Experiments have been performed which have proved conclusive… 2… The 
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MacFarland Istanbul to Shepardson OSS. 4 May 1944. Cable IN-9026. NARA RG 226, Entry A1-134, Box 
219, Folder IN AZUSA Nov. ’43 Sept. ’45.
We have been informed by Azusa-Dahlia that the component of a new explosive is being produced by the 
I.G. Farben factory in the vicinity of Tropau (called Opava by the Czechs). This factory has 30,000 
employees. In the vicinity of Maehrisch-Ostrau (called Moravska-Ostrava by the Czechs) there is an 
identical factory.

F. A. Duwell. 5th Army POW Cage (Air), Target Notes A/16. 7 November 1944. AFHRA folder 512.619C-
15A 1943-1945; AFHRA A5417 frames 966-967.
7. Other Underground Factories P/W claims that a number of underground factories are located between 
LANDSBERG and SCHONGAU on the west side of the RR line and main highway in a heavily wooded 
area... He had his information from members of Organization TODT, who had helped with construction 
there. 8. Electric Power Stations}, LANDSBERG--SCHONGAU Along the river LECH between 
LANDSBERG and SCHONGAU four electric power stations are located…9. Dynamite A. G. Kaufering at 
Landsberg This plant was begun in 1939-40 and at that time curious civilians were informed that they need 
not be concerned as the project was of little importance. However, this did not quiet the suspicions that 
something highly secret was being performed, suspicions that are still rife today. In May 1943 there was a 
sudden increase in activity after which time the place was put under heavy guard. The entire complex is set 
in the woods and is heavily camouflaged. An extensive network of roads was built into and through the 
woods. P/W knew that about 30 large tanks were partially buried near the factory, painted green on top, 
and covered over with trees and shrubs. He also knew that “Press Luft” (Compressed Air) was being 
prepared here for use in the factory and that some sort of munitions were being manufactured.
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LANDSBERG and SCHONGAU four electric power stations are located…9. Dynamite A. G. Kaufering at 
Landsberg This plant was begun in 1939-40 and at that time curious civilians were informed that they need 
not be concerned as the project was of little importance. However, this did not quiet the suspicions that 
something highly secret was being performed, suspicions that are still rife today. In May 1943 there was a 
sudden increase in activity after which time the place was put under heavy guard. The entire complex is set 
in the woods and is heavily camouflaged. An extensive network of roads was built into and through the 
woods. P/W knew that about 30 large tanks were partially buried near the factory, painted green on top, 
and covered over with trees and shrubs. He also knew that “Press Luft” (Compressed Air) was being 
prepared here for use in the factory and that some sort of munitions were being manufactured.

Philip Morrison to Francis J. Smith. 17 February 1945. Subject: Evaluation of Air Photos. NARA RG 77, 
Entry UD-22A, Box 171, Folder 32.7003-3 GERMANY: US Wartime Positive Int. (Nov. 44-June 45).
Dubnica (Czechoslovakia)--This plant has been carefully studied by the Crossbow Committee in 
interpretation report #U17. It is an excellent factory for making anything. More specifically, the 
underground facilities, which include quite sizeable steam installations, would make possible the location of 
a plant of LTD [enrichment], or similar style in fractional scale, at this site. The absence of visible handling 
facilities for large equipment, etc., is not conclusive, but it is a bit strange if this is really a normal factory 
for producing ordnance.
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Philip Morrison to Francis J. Smith. 17 February 1945. Subject: Evaluation of Air Photos. NARA RG 77, 
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Dubnica (Czechoslovakia)--This plant has been carefully studied by the Crossbow Committee in 
interpretation report #U17. It is an excellent factory for making anything. More specifically, the 
underground facilities, which include quite sizeable steam installations, would make possible the location of 
a plant of LTD [enrichment], or similar style in fractional scale, at this site. The absence of visible handling 
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R. V. Shepherd. BIOS 313. Report on Visit to Czechoslovakia by Armament Design Department. p. 11.
Dubnica--An underground factory built before the war by Skoda. It was taken over by the Germans and 
operated by them. It was completely destroyed by the Germans when the Russians advanced into Slovakia.
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radius of action is supposed to be about three kilometers... 3. Different conversations which have taken place with industrial leaders in charge of concentration of production of German war material give the 
impression that Germany has unlimited confidence in the use of this weapon, which is to bring them certain victory. 4. Herr Schneider, one of the directors of the German factories called Deutsche Waffen u. 
Munitions-fabrik (a combine representing some fifteen factories and 250,000 workers) declared with a smile: “… Our important factories where the assembly is carried out are all subterranean. An immense 
quantity of accessories is made in small lots everywhere throughout the country, so that bombing cannot interrupt the production.”

4. 235U Enrichment: Many Sites, Mostly Underground

MacFarland Istanbul to Shepardson OSS. 4 May 1944. Cable IN-9026. NARA RG 226, Entry A1-134, Box 
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We have been informed by Azusa-Dahlia that the component of a new explosive is being produced by the 
I.G. Farben factory in the vicinity of Tropau (called Opava by the Czechs). This factory has 30,000 
employees. In the vicinity of Maehrisch-Ostrau (called Moravska-Ostrava by the Czechs) there is an 
identical factory.

F. A. Duwell. 5th Army POW Cage (Air), Target Notes A/16. 7 November 1944. AFHRA folder 512.619C-
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7. Other Underground Factories P/W claims that a number of underground factories are located between 
LANDSBERG and SCHONGAU on the west side of the RR line and main highway in a heavily wooded 
area... He had his information from members of Organization TODT, who had helped with construction 
there. 8. Electric Power Stations}, LANDSBERG--SCHONGAU Along the river LECH between 
LANDSBERG and SCHONGAU four electric power stations are located…9. Dynamite A. G. Kaufering at 
Landsberg This plant was begun in 1939-40 and at that time curious civilians were informed that they need 
not be concerned as the project was of little importance. However, this did not quiet the suspicions that 
something highly secret was being performed, suspicions that are still rife today. In May 1943 there was a 
sudden increase in activity after which time the place was put under heavy guard. The entire complex is set 
in the woods and is heavily camouflaged. An extensive network of roads was built into and through the 
woods. P/W knew that about 30 large tanks were partially buried near the factory, painted green on top, 
and covered over with trees and shrubs. He also knew that “Press Luft” (Compressed Air) was being 
prepared here for use in the factory and that some sort of munitions were being manufactured.

Philip Morrison to Francis J. Smith. 17 February 1945. Subject: Evaluation of Air Photos. NARA RG 77, 
Entry UD-22A, Box 171, Folder 32.7003-3 GERMANY: US Wartime Positive Int. (Nov. 44-June 45).
Dubnica (Czechoslovakia)--This plant has been carefully studied by the Crossbow Committee in 
interpretation report #U17. It is an excellent factory for making anything. More specifically, the 
underground facilities, which include quite sizeable steam installations, would make possible the location of 
a plant of LTD [enrichment], or similar style in fractional scale, at this site. The absence of visible handling 
facilities for large equipment, etc., is not conclusive, but it is a bit strange if this is really a normal factory 
for producing ordnance.

R. V. Shepherd. BIOS 313. Report on Visit to Czechoslovakia by Armament Design Department. p. 11.
Dubnica--An underground factory built before the war by Skoda. It was taken over by the Germans and 
operated by them. It was completely destroyed by the Germans when the Russians advanced into Slovakia.
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And how much more death, war damage, refugees, and destruction would have been the result if Hitler’s 
opponents had not won--as Churchill said--“five minutes before midnight” and thus thwarted Hitler’s new 
end-run defense in the spring of 1945. For with the A-9 “interglobal rockets” developed in Peenemünde, 
which also reached their targets in the USA, and with the small-pumpkin-sized “uranium bombs” (with 
their full destructive energy in a 3-km radius), which according to Schaub’s information had been 
developed to ready prototypes at the Reichspost’s research office in Lichterfelde, if Hitler had been able to 
make these weapons actually deployed, the suffering, the cruelty, the harshness, the extension, and the 
duration of World War II would certainly have been multiplied… According to Schaub, the “terrible 
weapons” meant above all the “uranium bomb” with the size of a small pumpkin which was to be produced 
in an underground SS plant in the southern Harz region (with a production capacity of 30,000 workers). 
The plant was relocated to the USSR by the Red Army in 1945 after Germany's unconditional surrender.
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And how much more death, war damage, refugees, and destruction would have been the result if Hitler’s 
opponents had not won--as Churchill said--“five minutes before midnight” and thus thwarted Hitler’s new 
end-run defense in the spring of 1945. For with the A-9 “interglobal rockets” developed in Peenemünde, 
which also reached their targets in the USA, and with the small-pumpkin-sized “uranium bombs” (with 
their full destructive energy in a 3-km radius), which according to Schaub’s information had been 
developed to ready prototypes at the Reichspost’s research office in Lichterfelde, if Hitler had been able to 
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duration of World War II would certainly have been multiplied… According to Schaub, the “terrible 
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Our sources claim that there are large explosives factories in Hiltersheim, Magdeburg district. 
These factories are said to have been moved here from Ludwigshafen. They are located in 
underground, bomb-proof facilities. A special substance is produced here which is said to have an 
enormous explosive effect. In Ludwigshafen, this explosive was used on an experimental basis to 
blow up severely damaged houses and entire neighborhoods. With one kilogram, everything 
within a radius of approximately four kilometers should be literally razed away, or disintegrated 
to dust and ashes. We are told that this explosive will soon be used for other purposes. We are also 
informed that there are aircraft factories in Silesia (unfortunately we are not given exact details of 
the location) which cannot be entered without a pass. A son of a shipman we know works there. 
The employees are not allowed to leave the factories. They eat and sleep in specially equipped 
rooms. The factories are also located underground and are protected against air raids. It is 
suspected that something like a “secret weapon” is also being produced here.
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And how much more death, war damage, refugees, and destruction would have been the result if Hitler’s 
opponents had not won--as Churchill said--“five minutes before midnight” and thus thwarted Hitler’s new 
end-run defense in the spring of 1945. For with the A-9 “interglobal rockets” developed in Peenemünde, 
which also reached their targets in the USA, and with the small-pumpkin-sized “uranium bombs” (with 
their full destructive energy in a 3-km radius), which according to Schaub’s information had been 
developed to ready prototypes at the Reichspost’s research office in Lichterfelde, if Hitler had been able to 
make these weapons actually deployed, the suffering, the cruelty, the harshness, the extension, and the 
duration of World War II would certainly have been multiplied… According to Schaub, the “terrible 
weapons” meant above all the “uranium bomb” with the size of a small pumpkin which was to be produced 
in an underground SS plant in the southern Harz region (with a production capacity of 30,000 workers). 
The plant was relocated to the USSR by the Red Army in 1945 after Germany's unconditional surrender.
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Our sources claim that there are large explosives factories in Hiltersheim, Magdeburg district. 
These factories are said to have been moved here from Ludwigshafen. They are located in 
underground, bomb-proof facilities. A special substance is produced here which is said to have an 
enormous explosive effect. In Ludwigshafen, this explosive was used on an experimental basis to 
blow up severely damaged houses and entire neighborhoods. With one kilogram, everything 
within a radius of approximately four kilometers should be literally razed away, or disintegrated 
to dust and ashes. We are told that this explosive will soon be used for other purposes. We are also 
informed that there are aircraft factories in Silesia (unfortunately we are not given exact details of 
the location) which cannot be entered without a pass. A son of a shipman we know works there. 
The employees are not allowed to leave the factories. They eat and sleep in specially equipped 
rooms. The factories are also located underground and are protected against air raids. It is 
suspected that something like a “secret weapon” is also being produced here.

Dr. Berg tells me that his friends know from countless sources that several factories and hundreds 
of workers have been transported from the Wiesental near Bâle to northern Germany. The 
workers’ letters home are mailed from a great variety of towns--but all these towns are on the 
periphery of the Lüneburger Heide. The story he hears is that they are all working in vast 
underground factories putting out a new explosive in aerial bombs. He has even heard that the 
container of the explosive is spherical. A very large number of runways are being built in that 
region with calculated slowness and care to prevent detection from the air--and these are to 
accommodate the planes that will eventually come to load up with the new bombs for an attack on 
England. While I am gone he will assemble the details of this story for me--what kind of factories 
were removed--what kind of training the workers had had--names of any chemicals they may have 
worked with. He heard some part of the explosive was previously manufactured in the Wiesental 
before the whole business was concentrated in Lüneburger Heide. The concentration took place 
about 9 months ago.



OSS Report No. FF-83. 21 October 1944. Atom Smashing Secret Weapon. NARA RG 77, Entry UD-22A, Box 171, Folder 32.7003-2.
1. The Germans have completed a weapon which is founded on the principle of the disintegration of matter (Atomzertruemmerung). Experiments have been performed which have proved conclusive… 2… The 
radius of action is supposed to be about three kilometers... 3. Different conversations which have taken place with industrial leaders in charge of concentration of production of German war material give the 
impression that Germany has unlimited confidence in the use of this weapon, which is to bring them certain victory. 4. Herr Schneider, one of the directors of the German factories called Deutsche Waffen u. 
Munitions-fabrik (a combine representing some fifteen factories and 250,000 workers) declared with a smile: “… Our important factories where the assembly is carried out are all subterranean. An immense 
quantity of accessories is made in small lots everywhere throughout the country, so that bombing cannot interrupt the production.”

4. 235U Enrichment: Many Sites, Mostly Underground

MacFarland Istanbul to Shepardson OSS. 4 May 1944. Cable IN-9026. NARA RG 226, Entry A1-134, Box 
219, Folder IN AZUSA Nov. ’43 Sept. ’45.
We have been informed by Azusa-Dahlia that the component of a new explosive is being produced by the 
I.G. Farben factory in the vicinity of Tropau (called Opava by the Czechs). This factory has 30,000 
employees. In the vicinity of Maehrisch-Ostrau (called Moravska-Ostrava by the Czechs) there is an 
identical factory.

F. A. Duwell. 5th Army POW Cage (Air), Target Notes A/16. 7 November 1944. AFHRA folder 512.619C-
15A 1943-1945; AFHRA A5417 frames 966-967.
7. Other Underground Factories P/W claims that a number of underground factories are located between 
LANDSBERG and SCHONGAU on the west side of the RR line and main highway in a heavily wooded 
area... He had his information from members of Organization TODT, who had helped with construction 
there. 8. Electric Power Stations}, LANDSBERG--SCHONGAU Along the river LECH between 
LANDSBERG and SCHONGAU four electric power stations are located…9. Dynamite A. G. Kaufering at 
Landsberg This plant was begun in 1939-40 and at that time curious civilians were informed that they need 
not be concerned as the project was of little importance. However, this did not quiet the suspicions that 
something highly secret was being performed, suspicions that are still rife today. In May 1943 there was a 
sudden increase in activity after which time the place was put under heavy guard. The entire complex is set 
in the woods and is heavily camouflaged. An extensive network of roads was built into and through the 
woods. P/W knew that about 30 large tanks were partially buried near the factory, painted green on top, 
and covered over with trees and shrubs. He also knew that “Press Luft” (Compressed Air) was being 
prepared here for use in the factory and that some sort of munitions were being manufactured.

Philip Morrison to Francis J. Smith. 17 February 1945. Subject: Evaluation of Air Photos. NARA RG 77, 
Entry UD-22A, Box 171, Folder 32.7003-3 GERMANY: US Wartime Positive Int. (Nov. 44-June 45).
Dubnica (Czechoslovakia)--This plant has been carefully studied by the Crossbow Committee in 
interpretation report #U17. It is an excellent factory for making anything. More specifically, the 
underground facilities, which include quite sizeable steam installations, would make possible the location of 
a plant of LTD [enrichment], or similar style in fractional scale, at this site. The absence of visible handling 
facilities for large equipment, etc., is not conclusive, but it is a bit strange if this is really a normal factory 
for producing ordnance.

R. V. Shepherd. BIOS 313. Report on Visit to Czechoslovakia by Armament Design Department. p. 11.
Dubnica--An underground factory built before the war by Skoda. It was taken over by the Germans and 
operated by them. It was completely destroyed by the Germans when the Russians advanced into Slovakia.

Henry Picker. 2009. Hitlers Tischgespräche im Führerhauptquartier. 2nd ed. pp. 42, 493.
And how much more death, war damage, refugees, and destruction would have been the result if Hitler’s 
opponents had not won--as Churchill said--“five minutes before midnight” and thus thwarted Hitler’s new 
end-run defense in the spring of 1945. For with the A-9 “interglobal rockets” developed in Peenemünde, 
which also reached their targets in the USA, and with the small-pumpkin-sized “uranium bombs” (with 
their full destructive energy in a 3-km radius), which according to Schaub’s information had been 
developed to ready prototypes at the Reichspost’s research office in Lichterfelde, if Hitler had been able to 
make these weapons actually deployed, the suffering, the cruelty, the harshness, the extension, and the 
duration of World War II would certainly have been multiplied… According to Schaub, the “terrible 
weapons” meant above all the “uranium bomb” with the size of a small pumpkin which was to be produced 
in an underground SS plant in the southern Harz region (with a production capacity of 30,000 workers). 
The plant was relocated to the USSR by the Red Army in 1945 after Germany's unconditional surrender.

Frederick Loofbourow. 19 Sept. and 28 Oct. 1943. NARA RG 226, Entry 125, Box 6, Folder 78.
Our sources claim that there are large explosives factories in Hiltersheim, Magdeburg district. 
These factories are said to have been moved here from Ludwigshafen. They are located in 
underground, bomb-proof facilities. A special substance is produced here which is said to have an 
enormous explosive effect. In Ludwigshafen, this explosive was used on an experimental basis to 
blow up severely damaged houses and entire neighborhoods. With one kilogram, everything 
within a radius of approximately four kilometers should be literally razed away, or disintegrated 
to dust and ashes. We are told that this explosive will soon be used for other purposes. We are also 
informed that there are aircraft factories in Silesia (unfortunately we are not given exact details of 
the location) which cannot be entered without a pass. A son of a shipman we know works there. 
The employees are not allowed to leave the factories. They eat and sleep in specially equipped 
rooms. The factories are also located underground and are protected against air raids. It is 
suspected that something like a “secret weapon” is also being produced here.

Dr. Berg tells me that his friends know from countless sources that several factories and hundreds 
of workers have been transported from the Wiesental near Bâle to northern Germany. The 
workers’ letters home are mailed from a great variety of towns--but all these towns are on the 
periphery of the Lüneburger Heide. The story he hears is that they are all working in vast 
underground factories putting out a new explosive in aerial bombs. He has even heard that the 
container of the explosive is spherical. A very large number of runways are being built in that 
region with calculated slowness and care to prevent detection from the air--and these are to 
accommodate the planes that will eventually come to load up with the new bombs for an attack on 
England. While I am gone he will assemble the details of this story for me--what kind of factories 
were removed--what kind of training the workers had had--names of any chemicals they may have 
worked with. He heard some part of the explosive was previously manufactured in the Wiesental 
before the whole business was concentrated in Lüneburger Heide. The concentration took place 
about 9 months ago.

PW INTELLIGENCE SECTION, HQ MAAF. 22 December 1944. AFHRA A6091 frame 1419.
SECRET WEAPONS, REDL ZIPF (A): At REDL ZIPF between VÖCKLAMARKT and 
VÖCKLABRUCK, experiments are being made in connection with the atomic bomb.



OSS Report No. FF-83. 21 October 1944. Atom Smashing Secret Weapon. NARA RG 77, Entry UD-22A, Box 171, Folder 32.7003-2.
1. The Germans have completed a weapon which is founded on the principle of the disintegration of matter (Atomzertruemmerung). Experiments have been performed which have proved conclusive… 2… The 
radius of action is supposed to be about three kilometers... 3. Different conversations which have taken place with industrial leaders in charge of concentration of production of German war material give the 
impression that Germany has unlimited confidence in the use of this weapon, which is to bring them certain victory. 4. Herr Schneider, one of the directors of the German factories called Deutsche Waffen u. 
Munitions-fabrik (a combine representing some fifteen factories and 250,000 workers) declared with a smile: “… Our important factories where the assembly is carried out are all subterranean. An immense 
quantity of accessories is made in small lots everywhere throughout the country, so that bombing cannot interrupt the production.”

4. 235U Enrichment: Many Sites, Mostly Underground

MacFarland Istanbul to Shepardson OSS. 4 May 1944. Cable IN-9026. NARA RG 226, Entry A1-134, Box 
219, Folder IN AZUSA Nov. ’43 Sept. ’45.
We have been informed by Azusa-Dahlia that the component of a new explosive is being produced by the 
I.G. Farben factory in the vicinity of Tropau (called Opava by the Czechs). This factory has 30,000 
employees. In the vicinity of Maehrisch-Ostrau (called Moravska-Ostrava by the Czechs) there is an 
identical factory.

F. A. Duwell. 5th Army POW Cage (Air), Target Notes A/16. 7 November 1944. AFHRA folder 512.619C-
15A 1943-1945; AFHRA A5417 frames 966-967.
7. Other Underground Factories P/W claims that a number of underground factories are located between 
LANDSBERG and SCHONGAU on the west side of the RR line and main highway in a heavily wooded 
area... He had his information from members of Organization TODT, who had helped with construction 
there. 8. Electric Power Stations}, LANDSBERG--SCHONGAU Along the river LECH between 
LANDSBERG and SCHONGAU four electric power stations are located…9. Dynamite A. G. Kaufering at 
Landsberg This plant was begun in 1939-40 and at that time curious civilians were informed that they need 
not be concerned as the project was of little importance. However, this did not quiet the suspicions that 
something highly secret was being performed, suspicions that are still rife today. In May 1943 there was a 
sudden increase in activity after which time the place was put under heavy guard. The entire complex is set 
in the woods and is heavily camouflaged. An extensive network of roads was built into and through the 
woods. P/W knew that about 30 large tanks were partially buried near the factory, painted green on top, 
and covered over with trees and shrubs. He also knew that “Press Luft” (Compressed Air) was being 
prepared here for use in the factory and that some sort of munitions were being manufactured.

Philip Morrison to Francis J. Smith. 17 February 1945. Subject: Evaluation of Air Photos. NARA RG 77, 
Entry UD-22A, Box 171, Folder 32.7003-3 GERMANY: US Wartime Positive Int. (Nov. 44-June 45).
Dubnica (Czechoslovakia)--This plant has been carefully studied by the Crossbow Committee in 
interpretation report #U17. It is an excellent factory for making anything. More specifically, the 
underground facilities, which include quite sizeable steam installations, would make possible the location of 
a plant of LTD [enrichment], or similar style in fractional scale, at this site. The absence of visible handling 
facilities for large equipment, etc., is not conclusive, but it is a bit strange if this is really a normal factory 
for producing ordnance.

R. V. Shepherd. BIOS 313. Report on Visit to Czechoslovakia by Armament Design Department. p. 11.
Dubnica--An underground factory built before the war by Skoda. It was taken over by the Germans and 
operated by them. It was completely destroyed by the Germans when the Russians advanced into Slovakia.

Henry Picker. 2009. Hitlers Tischgespräche im Führerhauptquartier. 2nd ed. pp. 42, 493.
And how much more death, war damage, refugees, and destruction would have been the result if Hitler’s 
opponents had not won--as Churchill said--“five minutes before midnight” and thus thwarted Hitler’s new 
end-run defense in the spring of 1945. For with the A-9 “interglobal rockets” developed in Peenemünde, 
which also reached their targets in the USA, and with the small-pumpkin-sized “uranium bombs” (with 
their full destructive energy in a 3-km radius), which according to Schaub’s information had been 
developed to ready prototypes at the Reichspost’s research office in Lichterfelde, if Hitler had been able to 
make these weapons actually deployed, the suffering, the cruelty, the harshness, the extension, and the 
duration of World War II would certainly have been multiplied… According to Schaub, the “terrible 
weapons” meant above all the “uranium bomb” with the size of a small pumpkin which was to be produced 
in an underground SS plant in the southern Harz region (with a production capacity of 30,000 workers). 
The plant was relocated to the USSR by the Red Army in 1945 after Germany's unconditional surrender.

Frederick Loofbourow. 19 Sept. and 28 Oct. 1943. NARA RG 226, Entry 125, Box 6, Folder 78.
Our sources claim that there are large explosives factories in Hiltersheim, Magdeburg district. 
These factories are said to have been moved here from Ludwigshafen. They are located in 
underground, bomb-proof facilities. A special substance is produced here which is said to have an 
enormous explosive effect. In Ludwigshafen, this explosive was used on an experimental basis to 
blow up severely damaged houses and entire neighborhoods. With one kilogram, everything 
within a radius of approximately four kilometers should be literally razed away, or disintegrated 
to dust and ashes. We are told that this explosive will soon be used for other purposes. We are also 
informed that there are aircraft factories in Silesia (unfortunately we are not given exact details of 
the location) which cannot be entered without a pass. A son of a shipman we know works there. 
The employees are not allowed to leave the factories. They eat and sleep in specially equipped 
rooms. The factories are also located underground and are protected against air raids. It is 
suspected that something like a “secret weapon” is also being produced here.

Dr. Berg tells me that his friends know from countless sources that several factories and hundreds 
of workers have been transported from the Wiesental near Bâle to northern Germany. The 
workers’ letters home are mailed from a great variety of towns--but all these towns are on the 
periphery of the Lüneburger Heide. The story he hears is that they are all working in vast 
underground factories putting out a new explosive in aerial bombs. He has even heard that the 
container of the explosive is spherical. A very large number of runways are being built in that 
region with calculated slowness and care to prevent detection from the air--and these are to 
accommodate the planes that will eventually come to load up with the new bombs for an attack on 
England. While I am gone he will assemble the details of this story for me--what kind of factories 
were removed--what kind of training the workers had had--names of any chemicals they may have 
worked with. He heard some part of the explosive was previously manufactured in the Wiesental 
before the whole business was concentrated in Lüneburger Heide. The concentration took place 
about 9 months ago.

PW INTELLIGENCE SECTION, HQ MAAF. 22 December 1944. AFHRA A6091 frame 1419.
SECRET WEAPONS, REDL ZIPF (A): At REDL ZIPF between VÖCKLAMARKT and 
VÖCKLABRUCK, experiments are being made in connection with the atomic bomb.

Report of Interrogation PW RAAB. 11 October 1944. NARA RG 77, Entry UD-22A, Box 171, 
Folder 32.7003-2 GERMANY: US Wartime Positive Int. (July--Oct. 44).
Redl Zipf plant. The product of the firm is known to the workers only as “liquid gas” and, based 
on PW’s knowledge of the raw materials delivered to the plant, it would appear to be some kind of 
explosive… This firm, in turn, was importing large quantities of thorium from Hungary and 
elsewhere in the Balkans… The equipment inside the plant consists of circa 200 boilers of unusual 
construction in that they are completely lined with some argillaceous material and covered over on 
the outside with some white metal, name of which is unknown to PW, but it is supposed to be a 
non-magnetic substance. These boilers are situated in different compartments and are connected 
by a system of pipes and conduits running between the sections and through the concrete walls… 
The gas, or liquid, prepared was stored in large high-pressure cylinders about 3 1/2 to 4 meters in 
height and 1 1/2 to 2 meters in diameter. PW believes they were constructed of more than usual 
strength steel. They too, as well as all connections and valves, were lined with an earthenware type 
coating. The product, when ready for shipment, was sent to an already established munitions 
factory in Stadl Paura... It is noteworthy that the workers in the plant complained of loss of 
appetite... Peasants in the vicinity were required to make regular delivery of whole milk for the 
workers.                                                     [See Forgotten Creators D.4.6 for many more.]
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F.A.C. Wardenburg & J.A. Lane. 5 April 1945. 
Interrogation of Dr. Kohl, Works Manager of 
Degussa Plant No. 2, Frankfurt. NARA RG 77, 
Entry UD-22A, Box 166, Folder 32.22-1.
Metallic uranium was mixed with coal dust 
(carbon?) and with Tragacanth gum as a binding 
material and pressed into blocks, approximately 
50% by weight of coal and uranium. The blocks 
were approximately 5 cm x 5 cm x 6 cm. About 
five tons as metallic uranium in total were 
delivered in this form.

S. McClintic 6 Jan 1945. AFHRA A5734 p. 1092
At UNTERRADERACH, near FRIEDRICHS-
HAFEN, there is a large semi-underground 
factory which was constructed early last winter 
where strange experiments were taking place. 
Heavy clouds of smoke filled the sky in the day 
and at night a red glow. The experiments caused 
the earth to shake. These experiments are with 
atoms and when the experiments proved successful 
the plant went into operation. Workmen were not 
allowed to leave the factory.

Wolfgang G. Schwanitz. H-Soz-u-Kult, H-Net Reviews. Feb. 2009. 
After 1945 the Grand Mufti said that the enemy espionage by “Jewish, English 
and American intelligence services” caused “the greatest damage.” They were 
able to discover the locations of “atomic reactors” in East Prussia.

RAF Bomber Command. Campaign Diary. 
webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/ukgwa/20070706054833/http://www.raf.m
od.uk/bombercommand/aug44.html
29/30 August 1944    189 Lancasters of No 5 Group carried out one of the most 
successful No 5 Group attacks of the war on Königsberg at extreme range. 
Only 480 tons of bombs could be carried because of the range of the target but 
severe damage was caused around the 4 separate aiming points selected. 

Joint Intelligence Committee. Exploitation of German Scientists and 
Technicians. 5 January 1946. J.I.C. 317/10. Appendix C. [NARA RG 218, 
Entry UD-1, Box 475, Folder CCS 471.9... (5-1-45)... Sec. 3.
Practically the entire staff of the German “URANMOTOR” Project at 
KRIZEK in Czechoslovakia under Prof. HUETTIG is working for the U.S.S.R.

NARA RG 319, Entry A1-134B, Folder Focke, Franz.
There was once a report of an atomic pile operated by Russians at Bodenbach, 
CSR…

Edward M. Pickett to Assistant Chief of Staff, G-2, USFET. 4 March 1946. 
Additional Supply of Uranium Oxide. NARA RG 77, Entry UD-22A, Box 169, 
Folder 32.32. Germ. Ind. TA.
Additional quantities of Uranium Oxide have been located in the amount of 
approximately five and one-half tons at Bad Tölz and Munich… Dr. Fritz 
REHBEIN stated during investigation that the Uranium Oxide is very active 
and can be extremely injurious to personnel not qualified in its handling.

E. P. Dean to W. R. Shuler. 1 April 1946. Shipment of Uranium Compounds. 
NARA RG 77, Entry UD-22A, Box 169, Folder 32.32. Germ. Ind. TA.
G-2 moved very slowly and we had to prod them on three successive 
occasions... On the other hand, G-2 moved extremely quickly re the five tons of 
uranium oxide recently discovered at Bad Tölz.

H. K. Calvert. 29 January 1945. NARA RG 77, 
Entry UD-22A, Box 171, Folder 32.7003-3 
GERMANY: US Wartime Positive Int. (Nov. 44–
June 45). [I. G. Farben was producing uranium 
hexafluoride, heavy water, graphite, aluminum, 
calcium, etc.]
At the LEVERKUSEN I G Farben Works, PW 
learned through an uncle, who is a director, that a 
special department has been installed in concrete 
structures like pillboxes, to which access is gained 
only through special passes, even high-ranking 
officers being refused admission under a special 
order issued 18 Nov by factory police. There is 
heavy A.A. defence of all calibers, and the general 
belief is that experiments are being made with 
special weapons of some kind.

Richard P. Fischer. June 1945. Report on German 
Supplies of Uranium-Bearing Raw Materials. 
NARA RG 77, Entry UD-22A, Box 163, Folder 
Australia.
About 50 to 60 tons of strongly radioactive 
“tarnsand” was delivered to the German Army… 
More likely the ``tarnsand" was prepared from 
material in which the radioactivity has been 
artificially induced.

Krizik/
Bodenbach

Gerhard Dessauer to Leo Szilard. 6 July 1942. NARA RG 77, Entry UD-22A, Box 
171, Folder 32.7003-1 GERMANY: US Wartime Positive Int. (July 42-June 44).
I learned that the chain reaction of the uranium isotope is now successful. It is not 
explosive, but there is now the prospect of technical utilization.

MED Foreign Intelligence. 3 April 1944. Activities from 13 March to 31 March 1944. 
NARA RG 77, Entry UD-22A, Box 170, Folder 32.60-1.
Mr. Chapin reported successful detection experiments and requested aircraft study.

F. J. Smith. 30 July 1945. NARA RG 77, Entry UD-22A, Box 163, Folder Australia.
Mr. Parks, a geologist for the Engineers who has recently returned to the States, was 
interviewed and he stated that there was sizeable pile of material that originally came 
from the Belgian-Congo now at Hamburg. The material was being used by the KWI 
and even though we don't know his interpretation of a sizeable pile, we believe it 
would be worthwhile looking into.
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Walter Chmielewski, son of Gusen commandant, 2016:
There was the precise talk of a total (of about) 30–40 kilometers of 
tunnels which have been created and partly in fact on two levels. 
This came through in talks with SS people and there is now nuclear 
research being carried out there. Under high pressure there is 
research, which could still save the nation, so to speak; the atomic 
bomb could be constructed, so that the initiative can be recovered 
again, yes. This was clearly stated in conversations in Gusen, that 
this research is already taking place. [Forgotten Creators D.5]
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Characteristic   Approximate value (scales linearly)
 
Thermal power   25 MW 

Reactor core volume  100 m3

Moderator   150 tons of graphite, or 
    80 tons of heavy water,
    or some of both

Natural uranium in reactor 25 tons 

Replace uranium every  100 days 

Uranium consumption rate 91 tons/year 

Plutonium production rate 6.9 kg/year   (~1 bomb/year) 

Cost (1940s U.S. dollars)  $6,000,000

5. Requirements for a Breeder Reactor

Based on: Office of Technology Assessment. 1977. Nuclear Proliferation & Safeguards. NTIS Report PB-275843. Appendix Vol. 2.
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NARA RG 319 Entry NM3-82A,
Box 6, Folder ALSOS G-20

Max Steenbeck (1904–1981)
Invented & developed particle accelerators (1927–)
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Germany produced particle accelerators from the Netherlands to Czech territory for a secret, high-priority program
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Werner Grothmann, 2002, Jonastalverein Archive, Arnstadt, p. 41:

It was attempted to produce plutonium without having a reactor. 
[…] In the summer of 1944, when the uranium program had 
already been developed properly, decisive measures were taken, 
because there was evidence that plutonium could be produced, 
albeit with difficulty and in very small quantities. It was Himmler 
who commissioned us to use our technical capabilities to build the 
first machines for it. The construction drawings for it were not 
from our [SS] people. […] In addition, the Reichspost had its own 
very secret research facility nearby, but I do not know anything 
about it. The equipment for the plutonium matter was 
manufactured by Austrian companies and in the [Czech] 
Protectorate. This was so because Austrian scientists had better 
contacts to their own companies, which did excellent work by the 
way. The operation of the facility was supposed to be organized 
such that we [SS] provided the facility and also the construction of 
the underground rooms. The technicians there should operate them 
for us and Ohnesorge’s people would provide the technical 
supervision.  […] After the war I heard that we had material for 
one or two plutonium bombs. 

Germany produced particle accelerators from the Netherlands to Czech territory for a secret, high-priority program
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one or two plutonium bombs. 

Georgy Flerov, 1983 interview, www.gornictwo.walbrzych.pl/news-
91-Tajemnice_kopalni_Walbrzycha.php:

Nobody knows everything, because the Germans destroyed a lot of 
documents and experimental materials, and the Allies, the 
Americans, took a lot. […] I was in Waldenburg, but just before I 
came back from Germany to Moscow. […] Stalin and Kurchatov 
sent me there. There were reports that the Germans were 
conducting atomic tests. I went there as a representative of the 
Ministry of Light Machines. It turned out on the spot that the 
Germans were more advanced in the tests than one could have 
imagined. […] I found out that in Dresden the “Service” [NKVD] 
had captured a German scientist, a physicist, who told me about 
secret experiments in Waldenburg, so I took him with me and we 
went there, but he knew too little. […] You see, the Germans had a 
lot of research groups. My German worked in an institute in 
Dresden that belonged to the Postal Ministry. He was in Waldenburg 
only one time to install equipment, because that institute belonged to 
the SS. […] He was there only once. The car that carried him from 
the railway station drove around the city for a long time until the 
German had forgotten the way. Then they drove into the mine and 
drove him underground. He sat there for two days, worked, ate, and 
slept underground. When he finished, the car drove him around the 
city again, before he reached the station. And that is why the 
German could not find anything with me. […] He said that when he 
was there for the first time he was also afraid. He said that SS people 
were guarding everywhere; he described them as “sharp.” He said 
they had strange emblems on their uniforms that he had never seen 
before. […] He said that with his colleagues he had installed a 
cyclotron there, but it turned out that it was the second one, because 
one was already there. They installed the second one. He told us that 
the mine had been specially adapted. There were trolleys, tables, all 
the necessary equipment, and at the entrances there were locks and 
guards. He could not enter because he did not have a special pass.
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Air Raid, Sabotage Held Up Nazi Work on Atomic Bomb, AP 1945:

PRAGUE, Aug. 23---(AP)---A shattering American air raid, Czech 
sabotage and an accident frustrated German experiments in 
Czechoslovakia seeking to develop an atomic bomb, newspaper 
accounts said here today. A German engineer named [W.] Isenbeck 
worked with the problem of releasing atomic energy in a radio 
plant at Vysocany, the accounts said. A blast and fire at the plant in 
1943 followed by an American raid [25 March 1945] halted work 
soon after the plant resumed operations. Some mysterious 
apparatus was dispatched to the Imperial Research Institute in 
Berlin, but Czech workers believed they managed to damage the 
delicate mechanism before it was shipped, the stories said. 
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91-Tajemnice_kopalni_Walbrzycha.php:
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6. Requirements for an
Electronuclear Breeder

=  3.15x104

0.78 kg/year 239Pu or

= 0.76 kg/year 233U or

 9.8 g/year tritium
Higher production rates are possible:
•  The German program could have built and operated more than 10 particle accelerators in parallel. 
   (The United States built and operated 3120 calutron ion beams at Oak Ridge for 235U enrichment.) 
•  Increasing the beam current by a factor of 2 or 3 would increase the amount of bred fission fuel by 
   the same factor.
•  If the accelerators began operation two years before the end of the war, twice as much fuel could
   have been produced.
•  The efficiency could be as high as η ~ 100 by using the highest possible beam energy, using charged 
   deuterons for the beam, and employing a neutron-multiplying target. A neutron-multiplying target 
   would essentially be a small, subcritical fission reactor, for example chunks of unenriched uranium 
   metal immersed in heavy water and surrounded by a beryllium reflector. 

N I η A
e NA

N = number of particle accelerators
I = beam current per accelerator
η = number of bred atoms per
       accelerated charged particle
A = atomic mass of product
e = 1.602x10-19 Coulombs/proton
NA = 6.022x1023 Avogadro’s number 

kg
year

Production 
rate

For N=10 accelerators,
I = 10-3 Amp, and η = 1 bred 
atom per accelerated particle

Production 
rate

See for example: Chichester, David L. 2009. Production and Applications of Neutrons Using Particle Accelerators.
INL/EXT-09-17312. Idaho Falls: Idaho National Laboratory. https://inldigitallibrary.inl.gov/sites/sti/sti/6302373.pdf
Kemp, R. Scott. 2005. Nuclear Proliferation with Particle Accelerators. Science and Global Security 13:183-207.
http://scienceandglobalsecurity.org/archive/sgs13kemp.pdf
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C. Chamberlain. Reveal Allied Capture of Nazi 
Atom Factory. Chicago Daily Tribune. 9 Aug. 1945.
The largest heavy water plant in Germany, where 
Nazi scientists were working feverishly to perfect an 
atomic bomb, was captured almost intact by the 
allies three months ago in a heavily wooded section 
four miles from Kiel.
Cobwebs of plastic pipes connected eight huge vats 
holding thousands of gallons of plain water for 
processing into heavy water.
I stumbled onto the factory two weeks after it was 
taken over by American and British technicians. 
Altho they gave me freedom to roam around the 
grounds, I was called on the carpet the next day for 
entering without authority from high officials and 
was required to pledge not to reveal what I had seen 
until it was released.

Interrogation of PW MAYER. 14 July 1944. NARA 
RG 77, Entry UD-22A, Box 171, Folder 32.7003-2.
PW is an educated man in his late thirties, a physical 
chemist by profession[...] PW believes that D2O 
(Heavy Hydrogen) is manufactured principally at 
GRIESHEIM ELEKTRON in fairly large quantities 
for distribution to research and scientific 
establishments.

U.S. Embassy, Warsaw. 12 Aug. 
1947. MIS-390731. Subject: 
Plants producing heavy water.  
NARA RG 319, Entry 85A, Box 
2534, Folder 390731–390740.
It is believed that no plants 
designed specially for the 
production of heavy water exist 
in Poland [in 1947]. It is reliably 
reported that the Germans built 
one such plant near 
OSWIECIM (Auschwitz) but 
that it was destroyed or moved 
out by the SOVIETS in 1945.

Ferdinand Cap. 23 November 1950 report.
At the invitation of Colonel Colonel GOUSSOT, 
Innsbruck, I had the opportunity to visit Mr. 
Werd’s [wartime] heavy water extraction test 
facility in Weer near Wattens in Tyrol on 21 
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B.K. Hough to L. Groves. 9 December 1943. NARA 
RG 77, Entry UD-22A, Box 166, Folder 32.22-1.
Dr. E. P. Wigner of Chicago mentioned to Dr. Urey 
that he has had reports of heavy water plants now in 
production in Germany.

R. W. Kirkman. 28 January 1944. NARA RG 77, 
Entry UD-22A, Box 171, Folder 32.7003-1
According to Major Furman, the substance of the 
conversation referred to was to the effect that 
Degussa was producing heavy water at two plants 
located at Rheinfelden and Weissenstein on the Drau 
River, Austria.

Karl Cohen to F. Smith. 23 February 1945. Subject: 
Status of Enemy Separation Projects. NARA RG 77, 
Entry UD-22A, Box 166, Folder 32.22-1.
  

Heavy Water Production… Factories: Rjukan (now 
dismantled) Müggenberg, I. G. Farben

OSS London. 5 December 1944. T-2805-a. NARA 
RG 77, Entry UD-22A, Box 171, Folder 32.7003-3
GERMANY: ATOMIC PHYSICS Heavy Water 
Experimental Station. Heavy water experiments are 
being carried out at the Dräger Werke, Lübeck, 
which is reported to be the largest gas factory in 
Germany.

https://www.cia.gov/readingroom/document/cia-
rdp81-01028r000100080011-0

 

The dismantling of the Leuna Plant in Merseburg, 
Thuringia, Germany (Soviet Zone), was initiated in 
March 1946… 3. The following large installations 
were dismantled:… (j) The heavy water installation 
operating at atmospheric pressure was dismantled 
and possibly placed in a building near the 
Agricultural Exhibition Grounds in Moscow. (k) 
The heavy water installation operating at 700 
atmospheres was taken to the Karpov Institute were 
it was being installed when we left in July 1948.

Siegfried Knappe. 1992. Soldat: Reflections of a 
German Soldier 1936-1949. Orion. pp. 265-268.
Hitler had declared Breslau a fortress city, which 
meant that it was to be defended to the last man, 
even if it was surrounded and totally isolated… A 
factory for making heavy water for atomic 
experiments had been abandoned east of Breslau, 
and we had to plan and conduct a counterattack to 
destroy it and keep its secrets from falling into the 
hands of the Russians.
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7. At Least 25 Reported Heavy Water Production Sites
•  Why were at least 25 plants reportedly producing D2O, despite other urgent wartime needs?

•  Was that D2O needed for breeder reactors, electronuclear breeders, fusion fuel, etc.?

•  Why are Allied reports on those plants still classified, or entirely missing from archives?
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For more information, see Forgotten Creators D.7



7. Production of Other Potentially Nuclear-Related Materials
Material      Non-nuclear applications Nuclear applications       Wartime production

Deuterium/      Isotope labeling of molecules Producing tritium, neutrons, fusion;     At least 25 reported
heavy water   neutron moderator for reactor      production plants

Lithium      Glass, ceramics, metals Producing tritium, neutrons, fusion      Hundreds of tons 

Beryllium      Metal alloys  Neutron production/reflection      Tons 

Boron      Glass, ceramics, metals Neutron absorber       Large quantities

Graphite      Rocket rudders  Neutron moderator for reactor      Tens of thousands of tons 

Fluorine      Industrial production U hexafluoride for enrichment      Thousands of tons 

Aluminum      Metal structures, packaging Reactor fuel cladding, bomb casings      Thousands of tons 

Calcium      Metal alloys  Th/U/Pu purification       Thousands of tons 

Nickel      Batteries, alloys  Resists corrosion by U hexafluoride      Thousands of tons 

Zirconium      High-temp. metals, ceramics Reactor fuel cladding       Tons 

Cadmium      Nickel-cadmium batteries Neutron absorber       Thousands of tons 

Archival documents in Forgotten Creators D.7



7. Production of Other Potentially Nuclear-Related Materials

Some sites were producing multiple nuclear-related materials. I.G. Farben's Bitterfeld facility was 
producing heavy water, graphite, aluminum, and calcium, and perhaps other relevant materials.
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producing heavy water, graphite, aluminum, and calcium, and perhaps other relevant materials.
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8. Fission Bomb, Mass ~300 kg, Yield <1 kT, Tested 1944-45?
Erich Schumann and Walter Trinks. DE977825.



8. Fission Bomb, Mass ~300 kg, Yield <1 kT, Tested 1944-45?
Erich Schumann and Walter Trinks. DE977825.

T. J. Betts and R. P. Linstead. 15 Sept. 
1945. AFHRA A5186 pp. 904–1026.
Certain items have been omitted 
because of security considerations… Of 
particular significance were the 
statements, made by German experts in 
the rocket and controlled missile field, 
that much of the priority accorded their 
work by the German High Command 
was in anticipation of the use of atomic 
explosives. These authorities stated that 
KWI had repeatedly assured Hitler that 
an atomic explosive would be available 
for use within a comparatively short 
time. During the last months of work by 
the Peenemünde staff, V-weapons were 
designed with much smaller war-heads. 
Quite possibly this trend was in 
anticipation of the successful 
development of a German atomic 
explosive.



Werner Grothmann, 2002, pp. 9, 18. 
What I know is the actual preparation for 
the prototype production of the two fully 
constructed atomic bomb types for uranium 
and plutonium… I was not allowed to know 
anything about it, so I can only say that 
there were two standard types for use 
against cities and two more of a different 
size, which were supposed to be tactical and 
contain smaller charges. I learned only after 
the war that one of the two smaller ones 
would have had a charge equivalent, that is 
a comparable explosive material quantity, 
of I believe 130 tons. This was supposed to 
be used against railway tunnels, port 
facilities and military installations. The 
point was that the small weapons required 
only very little material, which overcame 
first of all the shortage [of fission fuel]… I 
know that the smaller was about the size of 
the SC 250, but the weight was higher. 
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8. Fission Bomb, Mass ~300 kg, Yield <1 kT, Tested 1944-45?
Erich Schumann and Walter Trinks. DE977825.

T. J. Betts and R. P. Linstead. 15 Sept. 
1945. AFHRA A5186 pp. 904–1026.
Certain items have been omitted 
because of security considerations… Of 
particular significance were the 
statements, made by German experts in 
the rocket and controlled missile field, 
that much of the priority accorded their 
work by the German High Command 
was in anticipation of the use of atomic 
explosives. These authorities stated that 
KWI had repeatedly assured Hitler that 
an atomic explosive would be available 
for use within a comparatively short 
time. During the last months of work by 
the Peenemünde staff, V-weapons were 
designed with much smaller war-heads. 
Quite possibly this trend was in 
anticipation of the successful 
development of a German atomic 
explosive.

Small prolate warhead with two-point ignition,
similar to (but less powerful than)
postwar U.S. designs such as W45.

For more information, see Forgotten Creators D.8, D.15.

NARA RG 165, Entry NM84-187, 
Box 137, Folder BW 55

SC 250



8. German Fission Pit Masses
Erich Schumann, Kurt Diebner, et al. February 1942 [1941 data]. 
Energiegewinnung aus Uran: Ergebnisse der vom Heereswaffenamt 
veranlassten Forschungsarbeiten zur Nutzbarmachung von 
Atomkernenergien. AMPG, I. Abteilung, Rep. 34, Nr. 105.

From U238 a substance (“element 94”) is formed by the absorption of 
neutrons, which must be even easier to fission than U235. Since this substance 
is chemically different from uranium, it must be possible to separate it easily 
from the uranium of a previously operating machine [used reactor fuel]. But 
today we know neither the amount in which it is produced nor its properties 
precisely enough for a completely safe prediction. Since there are some free 
neutrons in each substance, it would be enough to spatially combine a 
sufficient amount (probably about 10--100 kg) to ignite the explosive.
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During visits to Dahlem and Lichterfelde in 1941, I had asked Professor Otto 
Hahn how many grams of pure uranium-235 would be needed to unleash a 
nuclear chain reaction in an instant. He answered me: “A few kilograms.”
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sufficient amount (probably about 10--100 kg) to ignite the explosive.

Manfred von Ardenne. 1990. Die Erinnerungen. 10th ed. Herbig. p. 159.

During visits to Dahlem and Lichterfelde in 1941, I had asked Professor Otto 
Hahn how many grams of pure uranium-235 would be needed to unleash a 
nuclear chain reaction in an instant. He answered me: “A few kilograms.”

Josef Schintlmeister. 7. August 1945. NARA RG 77, Entry UD-22A, Box 167, 
Folder 32.12-2 GERMANY: Personnel (Jan 45 – Dec 45).

I take tonight's publication of the first technical application of uranium 
fission [Hiroshima] as an opportunity to inform you that work on this 
problem was also carried out at the [Vienna] Second Physics Institute during 
the war. [...] The technical utilization of nuclear energy in uranium fission 
requires very difficult and very expensive work. With a few kilograms of the 
new element [plutonium], which is incomparably easier and cheaper to 
obtain, it will in all likelihood be possible to build a nuclear device without 
the effort required to date, since it is to be expected that nuclear fission will 
occur more easily than with uranium and also that considerably more 
neutrons will be released during fission, so that the chain reaction will 
proceed smoothly.
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Edmund Tilley. Brief Operational Report on [censored] and Other Germans 
and Italians Connected with Project Abstract. 19 August 1947. NARA RG 
319, Entry A1-134A, Box 29, Folder Operation Oberjoch.

25. Prof. Dr. NIELS [Walter Nielsch?], now said to be in the United States, 
was, according to [censored,] concerned with chemical and atomic problems 
at TUCHELER HEIDE and produced a number of atomic bombs, weighing 
from 1 to 5 kilograms. NIELS should be traced and questioned in detail.



8. German Fission Pit Masses
So gross wie eine Ananas... Der Spiegel, 4 June 1967, pp. 80--93.

[O]n 4 June 1942 Heisenberg was summoned to Berlin for the crucial secret 
meeting of the German atomic body[.…] So Heisenberg immediately turned 
to the military applications of nuclear fission—to uranium-235 and to 
plutonium. When he had finished his paper, a brief dialogue ensued that has 
been vividly remembered by all present. Milch inquired about the size of a 
bomb whose effect would be enough to destroy a large city. Heisenberg: 
“About the size of a pineapple.” He referred to the [fissile] explosive charge 
and demonstrated its size with his hands.
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2. Dr. EDSE, well known chemist, wrote: At the Institute for Physical 
Chemistry of the Hamburg University I worked on problems concerning 
nuclear physics under the direction of Prof. Dr. P. HARTECK. […] The 
disintegration of one kg 235U delivers an amount of energy of (1000/235) x 
160 x 23x106 kg cal = 1.6x1010 kg cal, whereas one kg of TNT only delivers 
1000 kg cal when detonating. Out of this follows that an atomic bomb of 3 lbs 
235U has the same effect as a bomb of 20,000 tons of TNT. 
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precisely enough for a completely safe prediction. Since there are some free 
neutrons in each substance, it would be enough to spatially combine a 
sufficient amount (probably about 10--100 kg) to ignite the explosive.

Manfred von Ardenne. 1990. Die Erinnerungen. 10th ed. Herbig. p. 159.

During visits to Dahlem and Lichterfelde in 1941, I had asked Professor Otto 
Hahn how many grams of pure uranium-235 would be needed to unleash a 
nuclear chain reaction in an instant. He answered me: “A few kilograms.”

Josef Schintlmeister. 7. August 1945. NARA RG 77, Entry UD-22A, Box 167, 
Folder 32.12-2 GERMANY: Personnel (Jan 45 – Dec 45).

I take tonight's publication of the first technical application of uranium 
fission [Hiroshima] as an opportunity to inform you that work on this 
problem was also carried out at the [Vienna] Second Physics Institute during 
the war. [...] The technical utilization of nuclear energy in uranium fission 
requires very difficult and very expensive work. With a few kilograms of the 
new element [plutonium], which is incomparably easier and cheaper to 
obtain, it will in all likelihood be possible to build a nuclear device without 
the effort required to date, since it is to be expected that nuclear fission will 
occur more easily than with uranium and also that considerably more 
neutrons will be released during fission, so that the chain reaction will 
proceed smoothly.

Edmund Tilley. Brief Operational Report on [censored] and Other Germans 
and Italians Connected with Project Abstract. 19 August 1947. NARA RG 
319, Entry A1-134A, Box 29, Folder Operation Oberjoch.

25. Prof. Dr. NIELS [Walter Nielsch?], now said to be in the United States, 
was, according to [censored,] concerned with chemical and atomic problems 
at TUCHELER HEIDE and produced a number of atomic bombs, weighing 
from 1 to 5 kilograms. NIELS should be traced and questioned in detail.



8. German Fission Pit Masses
So gross wie eine Ananas... Der Spiegel, 4 June 1967, pp. 80--93.
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to the military applications of nuclear fission—to uranium-235 and to 
plutonium. When he had finished his paper, a brief dialogue ensued that has 
been vividly remembered by all present. Milch inquired about the size of a 
bomb whose effect would be enough to destroy a large city. Heisenberg: 
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and demonstrated its size with his hands.

A.P.W.I.U. (Ninth Air Force) 96/1945. 19 August 1945. Investigations, 
Research, Developments, and Practical Use of the German Atomic Bomb. 
AFHRA B-5737, pp. 340-345. 
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1000 kg cal when detonating. Out of this follows that an atomic bomb of 3 lbs 
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OSS. 19 September 1943. NARA RG 226, Entry 125, Box 6, Folder 78.
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A number of sources reported at least four successful test 
explosions from October 1944 to March 1945.

Test explosions were likely kept as small as possible by using just 
enough fuel to briefly achieve criticality, both to conserve weapons-
grade fuel and to minimize the mess made in German territory.

With enough fuel, fielded versions could have had larger explosive 
yields than the first U.S. fission bombs.

For more information, see Forgotten Creators D.8 and D.15.
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Werner Grothmann, 2002: “The hydrogen bomb. That was also worked on… Himmler once mentioned in a small circle that the first prototype of this could 
come at the earliest between June and October 1946… It must have looked like a swollen bomb… By the way, what the physicists told Himmler in their 
private lecture on the hydrogen bomb had really electrified him, because he heard that the explosive effect would be a hundred times greater than that of the 
uranium bomb.”

Wolfgang Ferrant, 1945: “Our purpose was to produce, within an extensive reaction area which contains a very large number of atoms capable of reacting, a 
temperature or an almost entirely uncoordinated heat motion, such as prevails on the stars. At the same time, the density of the reacting material should be 
as great as possible. Under these circumstances atomic reactions will occur... Lithium D hydride is well suited as the choice of substance… Our method, 
therefore, results directly in the creation of a source of neutrons of greatest intensity… If the purpose is to obtain energy alone, the neutrons formed will be 
utilized in splitting the uranium atom; and in that manner extraordinary amounts of energy will be liberated, as a first product, by way of the neutrons. The 
lithium-D-hydride, recipient, therefore, will be surrounded by a coat of uranium. Quite possibly a special advantage could be obtained by adding a quantity 
of uranium D compound to the ``large particles" and to the recipient mass; because in this manner a considerable amount of energy will be given off by 
uranium fragments located within the reaction area, and this state of affairs might possibly result in further increases of temperature within the reaction 
area. ... There will result an explosion of the entire LiD mass, since the external reaction zone is capable of enlarging itself on the strength of its own energy 
production.”

Hans Thirring, 1946: “In a ‘super atom bomb’ it would be possible to use on the order of tons of lithium hydride compared to kilograms of plutonium [for 
fission], in such a way as to produce an effect several thousand times as large as before. God have mercy on the country over which a six-ton bomb of lithium 
hydride is made to explode! If the idea is realizable at all, the former uranium bomb or plutonium bomb would only play the role of a sparkplug in such a 
super atom bomb.”

Heiko Petermann, discussion notes with Alfred Klemm, 5 March 2004: “Main focus of the work was the production of Li6 by separation of Li7. This was 
achieved very well in the electrolytic process. From 1942--43. Klemm pointed out that he was probably the first to achieve the separation by means of 
electrolysis… He also confirmed that the tritium problem (disintegration of Li6 into tritium) was already discussed before 1945.”

Immigration of Austrian Scientists to Soviet Zone, ca. 1949: “SCHINTLMEISTER, Dr Josef Peter… During war, succeeded in isolating Transuranen to 
Transuranen 104… In September 1948 he reportedly contacted JOLIOT CURIE on problem of extracting plutonium. Censorship intercept indicates subject 
is currently interested in lithium hydride bombs, originally begun with STETTER.”

U.S. Army CIC, 29 September 1953: “Karl Lintner… was Dr. Georg STETTER’s assistant in the Second Physical Institute during World War II, when 
STETTER was working on the splitting of the lithium nucleus... All of STETTER's research material and notes fell into the hands of the Soviets in 1945...”

Assistant Chief of Staff, US Army G-2, 6 April 1954: “During the war, the nuclear physicists of the Second Institute of Physics in Vienna engaged in a 
research project of releasing high amounts of energy through nuclear reactions of the lithium hydride crystal *Li H*. The research was carried out mainly by 
Dr. Karl LINTNER under the supervision of Prof. Dr. Georg K. F. STETTER.”

Air Intelligence Report, 15 June 1946: “Heavy Hydrogen Bomb. In Germany a letter was picked up by the American censors. It had been written by a 
German desirous of exchanging information for an opportunity to go to the United States. The writer professed knowledge of ‘heavy water’ research in 
Germany and of an ‘even more deadly weapon than the atomic bomb’.”

       For complete quotes and sources, please see Forgotten Creators D.9 and D.14.

9. Over 30 Sources: LiD H-Bomb with Fission Primary, Radiation Implosion,
Total Mass 6000 kg, ~1.6 Megaton Yield, Expected Test 1945-46



Edmund Tilley, 13 July 1946: “KÄSTNER told Lt. GUTMANN of a new radio-active bomb, weighing six tons. This bomb has no fins and is lowered by 
parachute… In July 1944 a small group of the Forschungsstaffel was sent to Northern Finland [to map a test site]…”

Eugen Sänger and Irene Bredt, 1944: “As an example of area attack with single propulsion and full turn, we use the attack on New York at a range of 6500 
km. For c=4000 m/sec, the bomb load is 6 tons, and the detailed attack runs as follows…”

New York Times, 4 December 1946: “Wernher von Braun… revealed today that before the war ended the Nazis were building a 100-ton rocket to strike at 
the United States… He said it would have carried a ‘pay-load’ of six tons and would have traveled thousands of miles to strike the United States.”

Hermann Zumpe, 7 November, 1946: “…the maximum weight allowable for the motor, fuels, and shell was 20 tons, leaving 6 tons for the warhead.”

Allen Dulles, 14 March 1944: “Length 15 to 17 meters, weight of explosive 4 to 6 tons. Rocket consists of over 1000 parts…”

Gordon Gaskill, March 1945: “The leading V-2 authority for the United States Strategic Air Forces in Europe [Donald Putt]… has calculated for me 
approximately what kind of rocket might hit New York. Leaving Germany, it would weigh 63 tons, mostly fuel. Its war head would be 7 tons of high 
explosive.”

Charles Chamberlain, 9 February 1946: “Another atom scientist in the British occupation zone of Germany---Prof. Paul Harteck of the Kaiser Wilhelm 
institute of physics in Berlin---said that the light rays thrown out during the enormous explosion of an atomic bomb added greatly to the destructive force… 
This frees an amount of light which is beyond the visible spectrum. Only a few people know that the reflection of beams of light on solid bodies also exerts a 
mechanical pressure. This pressure is so small where our normal light is concerned that it is not noticed. The amount of light freed by an atomic bomb is so 
great it destroys walls.”

Rodolfo Graziani, 1948: “Everybody can say what they want about the matter of secret weapons; but the fact is that secret weapons in Germany were there: 
they were there in the most absolute way… There was the V-1 and there was the V-2, but it went all the way up to the V-10 which destroyed within a ten-
kilometer radius every element of life.”

Pittsburgh Press, 7 August 1945: “21ST ARMY GROUP HEADQUARTERS, Germany, Aug. 7 (UP)… The bomb, it was calculated, would wipe out 
everything within a radius of six miles. A famous German research scientist [Wilhelm Groth, in] charge of the experiments was flown immediately to Britain 
at the time. He estimated his work would have been completed by October [1945].”

Daily Mail, 30 October 1944: “Immense concrete works on top of a hill in Artois, near Saint Omer, were intended as a launching place for flying bombs, 
which, the Germans boasted, would wreck New York… German engineers told local French people that when the vast machinery was installed and ready to 
fire, the district would have to be evacuated for six miles around.”

Goffredo Coppola, 16 February 1945: “The Germans have found the means to disintegrate the atom… The disintegration occurs in successive cycles and 
covers vast areas of tens of kilometers. In the laboratories work is at full capacity.”

       For complete quotes and sources, please see Forgotten Creators D.9 and D.14.

9. Over 30 Sources: LiD H-Bomb with Fission Primary, Radiation Implosion,
Total Mass 6000 kg, ~1.6 Megaton Yield, Expected Test 1945-46



What Design Did the 6-Ton German H-Bomb Use?
Kurt Diebner’s student Friedwardt Winterberg,

The Physical Principles of Thermonuclear
Explosive Devices, 1981

Fission bomb Fusion fuel

Was it a
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design?
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two-stage
design?

K
ur

t D
ie

bn
er

, 1
96

2,
 K

er
nt

ec
hn

ik
 4

:3
:8

9–
93

Walther Gerlach, 1943/44 notebook, last page,
Deutsches Museum Archive NL 080/270-66

Grothmann:
“It must have
looked like a

swollen bomb.”



10. Reported October 1944 Test Explosion on Baltic Coast



Luigi Romersa. May-June 1955. Le armi segrete di Hitler. Civiltà delle Macchine.
I left Berlin on the night of the 11th [October 1944] by car; two officers accompanied me… Rügen was 
an experimental center where the new German weapons were tested. Special units of assault troops 
protected the island and restricted access. To travel to [part of] Rügen required a safe-conduct pass 
signed by the Wehrmacht’s chief of staff. We immediately went to an area thick with trees where we 
found other officers and some technicians. Concrete shelters and small brick buildings had been built 
in the woods. We entered an armored, half-buried turret through a small metal door that was closed 
with every precaution. Inside there were four of us: the two officers who had accompanied me, another 
man dressed in a suit, and me. I waited for noon with my heart in my throat. At noon, according to 
what the man in the suit had said, there would be the test of the “disintegration bomb.” The bomb was 
to explode on the ground, about two kilometers from our armored observatory… They warned that 
the test had been brought forward to 11:45 a.m…. I barely had time to consult the clock when I heard 
a tremendous roar. The floor rocked under my feet, and for an instant it seemed to me as if the walls of 
the shelter were falling in. In front I could see nothing but smoke, a whitish, woolly smoke that 
bubbled up like slime spewed from a sewer. More bursts were heard followed by blinding flashes. The 
sky, bleak and closed, was ripped apart by the whitest flashes of lightning. I ran a hand over my face; I 
was sweating. No one opened their mouth. The roar just then was followed by a chilling silence. It was 
the man in the suit who spoke first. He was a colonel in the “Heereswaffenamt,” the body in charge of 
developing weapons. “What we witness today--he said--is of paramount importance. When we can 
drop our bomb on invading troops or on an enemy city, the Anglo-Americans will be forced to decide 
whether it is worth continuing the war or ending it reasonably. We have been working for years. We 
have finally achieved our objective.” … We left the bunker around 5:00 p.m., after some men dressed 
in monstrous suits had arrived; on their heads they wore a helmet like that of a diving suit, only it was 
floppy and had no screws. We, too, wore a strange smock of rough, off-white cloth and pants of the 
same fabric. We walked ahead of the soldiers. As we advanced, the land appeared to have been 
shocked, plowed, torn apart by fearful chasms. It was cold and yet everything was scorched as if a 
blast of fire had passed over the island. The trees no longer had foliage or branches; they were reduced 
to burnt trunks. My foot bumped into something; I bent down and saw a charred goat. You could tell 
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2007. Für und Wider “Hitlers Bombe”. Münster: Waxmann. p. 163.
She remembered the extraordinary event because of credible circumstances. After the bombardment 
of Stralsund on 6 October 1944, Ms. Mestlin went to see her children in Vitte on the island of 
Hiddensee. On the island of Hiddensee on 12 October 1944, she heard a violent explosion and saw a 
large cloud of dust on the southern tip of the Bug peninsula.
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as possible… It is known to me that there were four atomic tests. The first still in 1943 in the autumn 
in the North Sea, which failed. Then two in 1944 in the autumn and the late autumn. One of them on 
the ground, that is on a small stand, the later one in the atmosphere on a parachute... Where the tests 
were I would like to not say now, because otherwise the population would be unnecessarily upset.
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Practical Use of the German Atomic Bomb. NARA RG 38, Entry 98C, Box 9, Folder TSC # 2601--
2700. Upgraded from Secret to Top Secret in October 1945.
47. A man named ZINSSER, a Flak rocket expert, mentioned what he noticed one day: In the 
beginning of Oct. 1944 I flew from Ludwigslust (south of Lübeck), about 12 to 15 km from an atomic 
bomb test station, when I noticed a strong, bright illumination of the whole atmosphere, lasting about 
2 seconds. 48. The clearly visible pressure wave escaped the approaching and following cloud formed 
by the explosion. This wave had a diameter of about 1 km when it became visible and the color of the 
cloud changed frequently. It became dotted after a short period of darkness with all sorts of light spots, 
which were, in contrast to normal explosions, of a pale blue color. 49. After about 10 seconds the sharp 
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Because of the P-38s operating in the area Wittenberg-Merseburg I had to turn to the north but 
observed a better visibility at the bottom of the cloud where the explosion occurred.
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A.P.W.I.U. (Ninth Air Force) 96/1945. 19 August 1945. Investigations, Research, Developments, and 
Practical Use of the German Atomic Bomb. NARA RG 38, Entry 98C, Box 9, Folder TSC # 2601--
2700. Upgraded from Secret to Top Secret in October 1945.
47. A man named ZINSSER, a Flak rocket expert, mentioned what he noticed one day: In the 
beginning of Oct. 1944 I flew from Ludwigslust (south of Lübeck), about 12 to 15 km from an atomic 
bomb test station, when I noticed a strong, bright illumination of the whole atmosphere, lasting about 
2 seconds. 48. The clearly visible pressure wave escaped the approaching and following cloud formed 
by the explosion. This wave had a diameter of about 1 km when it became visible and the color of the 
cloud changed frequently. It became dotted after a short period of darkness with all sorts of light spots, 
which were, in contrast to normal explosions, of a pale blue color. 49. After about 10 seconds the sharp 
outlines of the explosion cloud disappeared, then the cloud began to take on a lighter color against the 
sky covered with a gray overcast. The diameter of the still visible pressure wave was at least 9000 
meters while remaining visible for at least 15 seconds. 50. Personal observations of the colors of the 
explosion cloud found an almost blue-violet shade. During this manifestation reddish-colored rims 
were to be seen, changing to a dirty-like shade in very rapid succession. 51. The combustion was lightly 
felt from my observation plane in the form of pulling and pushing. The appearance of atmospheric 
disturbance lasted about 10 seconds without noticeable climax. 52. About one hour later I started with 
an He 111 from the A/D [aerodrome] at Ludwigslust and flew in an easterly direction. Shortly after the 
start I passed through the almost complete overcast (between 3000 and 4000 meter altitude). A cloud 
shaped like a mushroom with turbulent, billowing sections (at about 7000 meter altitude) stood, 
without any seeming connections, over the spot where the explosion took place. Strong electrical 
disturbances and the impossibility to continue radio communication as by lightning, turned up. 53. 
Because of the P-38s operating in the area Wittenberg-Merseburg I had to turn to the north but 
observed a better visibility at the bottom of the cloud where the explosion occurred.

Philip Morrison. 20 October 1944. NARA RG 77, Entry UD-22A, Box 171, Folder 32.60-2.
There are a number of things to be done by the Washington office which have not yet been done… The 
recent reports of Baltic explosions should be covered by Major Calvert...

10. Reported October 1944 Test Explosion on Baltic Coast



Luigi Romersa. May-June 1955. Le armi segrete di Hitler. Civiltà delle Macchine.
I left Berlin on the night of the 11th [October 1944] by car; two officers accompanied me… Rügen was 
an experimental center where the new German weapons were tested. Special units of assault troops 
protected the island and restricted access. To travel to [part of] Rügen required a safe-conduct pass 
signed by the Wehrmacht’s chief of staff. We immediately went to an area thick with trees where we 
found other officers and some technicians. Concrete shelters and small brick buildings had been built 
in the woods. We entered an armored, half-buried turret through a small metal door that was closed 
with every precaution. Inside there were four of us: the two officers who had accompanied me, another 
man dressed in a suit, and me. I waited for noon with my heart in my throat. At noon, according to 
what the man in the suit had said, there would be the test of the “disintegration bomb.” The bomb was 
to explode on the ground, about two kilometers from our armored observatory… They warned that 
the test had been brought forward to 11:45 a.m…. I barely had time to consult the clock when I heard 
a tremendous roar. The floor rocked under my feet, and for an instant it seemed to me as if the walls of 
the shelter were falling in. In front I could see nothing but smoke, a whitish, woolly smoke that 
bubbled up like slime spewed from a sewer. More bursts were heard followed by blinding flashes. The 
sky, bleak and closed, was ripped apart by the whitest flashes of lightning. I ran a hand over my face; I 
was sweating. No one opened their mouth. The roar just then was followed by a chilling silence. It was 
the man in the suit who spoke first. He was a colonel in the “Heereswaffenamt,” the body in charge of 
developing weapons. “What we witness today--he said--is of paramount importance. When we can 
drop our bomb on invading troops or on an enemy city, the Anglo-Americans will be forced to decide 
whether it is worth continuing the war or ending it reasonably. We have been working for years. We 
have finally achieved our objective.” … We left the bunker around 5:00 p.m., after some men dressed 
in monstrous suits had arrived; on their heads they wore a helmet like that of a diving suit, only it was 
floppy and had no screws. We, too, wore a strange smock of rough, off-white cloth and pants of the 
same fabric. We walked ahead of the soldiers. As we advanced, the land appeared to have been 
shocked, plowed, torn apart by fearful chasms. It was cold and yet everything was scorched as if a 
blast of fire had passed over the island. The trees no longer had foliage or branches; they were reduced 
to burnt trunks. My foot bumped into something; I bent down and saw a charred goat. You could tell 
it was a goat because tufts of hair could be seen on the streaked flesh; its head was crushed, as if it had 
been pounded with a hammer. The little stone buildings were piles of rubble… At the end of October I 
saw Goebbels... I learned that there were two types of rockets, the “A-4” and the “A-9,”… equipped 
with atomic warheads, with a fantastic range.

OSS Report FF-83. 21 Oct. 1944. Atom Smashing Secret Weapon. NARA RG 77, Entry UD-22A, Box 
171, Folder 32.7003-2 GERMANY: US Wartime Positive Int. (July-Oct. 44).
The Germans have completed a weapon which is founded on the principle of the disintegration of 
matter (Atomzertruemmerung). Experiments have been performed which have proved conclusive. The 
effect of this weapon is like that of a thunderbolt, naturally much magnified. The radius of action is 
supposed to be about three kilometers.

Summary of 5 October 2004 interview with Elisabeth Mestlin. Rainer Karlsch and Heiko Petermann 
2007. Für und Wider “Hitlers Bombe”. Münster: Waxmann. p. 163.
She remembered the extraordinary event because of credible circumstances. After the bombardment 
of Stralsund on 6 October 1944, Ms. Mestlin went to see her children in Vitte on the island of 
Hiddensee. On the island of Hiddensee on 12 October 1944, she heard a violent explosion and saw a 
large cloud of dust on the southern tip of the Bug peninsula.

Werner Grothmann. 2002 interview. Jonastalverein Archive, Arnstadt. pp. 13, 31.
When, in October 1944, it was clear that the theory of the atomic bomb was in principle correct, 
various circles had, of course, also been thinking about what should be done to end the war as quickly 
as possible… It is known to me that there were four atomic tests. The first still in 1943 in the autumn 
in the North Sea, which failed. Then two in 1944 in the autumn and the late autumn. One of them on 
the ground, that is on a small stand, the later one in the atmosphere on a parachute... Where the tests 
were I would like to not say now, because otherwise the population would be unnecessarily upset.

Howard G. Bunker. 11 May 1944. G.A.F. Experimental Stations. AFHRA A5729 frame 1148. 
Peenemünde: Rockets and jet propulsion…  Rügen: Most secret research.

A.P.W.I.U. (Ninth Air Force) 96/1945. 19 August 1945. Investigations, Research, Developments, and 
Practical Use of the German Atomic Bomb. NARA RG 38, Entry 98C, Box 9, Folder TSC # 2601--
2700. Upgraded from Secret to Top Secret in October 1945.
47. A man named ZINSSER, a Flak rocket expert, mentioned what he noticed one day: In the 
beginning of Oct. 1944 I flew from Ludwigslust (south of Lübeck), about 12 to 15 km from an atomic 
bomb test station, when I noticed a strong, bright illumination of the whole atmosphere, lasting about 
2 seconds. 48. The clearly visible pressure wave escaped the approaching and following cloud formed 
by the explosion. This wave had a diameter of about 1 km when it became visible and the color of the 
cloud changed frequently. It became dotted after a short period of darkness with all sorts of light spots, 
which were, in contrast to normal explosions, of a pale blue color. 49. After about 10 seconds the sharp 
outlines of the explosion cloud disappeared, then the cloud began to take on a lighter color against the 
sky covered with a gray overcast. The diameter of the still visible pressure wave was at least 9000 
meters while remaining visible for at least 15 seconds. 50. Personal observations of the colors of the 
explosion cloud found an almost blue-violet shade. During this manifestation reddish-colored rims 
were to be seen, changing to a dirty-like shade in very rapid succession. 51. The combustion was lightly 
felt from my observation plane in the form of pulling and pushing. The appearance of atmospheric 
disturbance lasted about 10 seconds without noticeable climax. 52. About one hour later I started with 
an He 111 from the A/D [aerodrome] at Ludwigslust and flew in an easterly direction. Shortly after the 
start I passed through the almost complete overcast (between 3000 and 4000 meter altitude). A cloud 
shaped like a mushroom with turbulent, billowing sections (at about 7000 meter altitude) stood, 
without any seeming connections, over the spot where the explosion took place. Strong electrical 
disturbances and the impossibility to continue radio communication as by lightning, turned up. 53. 
Because of the P-38s operating in the area Wittenberg-Merseburg I had to turn to the north but 
observed a better visibility at the bottom of the cloud where the explosion occurred.

Philip Morrison. 20 October 1944. NARA RG 77, Entry UD-22A, Box 171, Folder 32.60-2.
There are a number of things to be done by the Washington office which have not yet been done… The 
recent reports of Baltic explosions should be covered by Major Calvert...

Theodor Soucek. 2001. Mein Richter, mein Henker. Bright Rainbow.
In mid-January 1945… the general turned to me surprisingly and confidentially: “In recent days we 
were shown the latest developments in German secret weapons together with other allied government 
representatives of the Axis powers. We were flown to a Wehrmacht restricted area on the Baltic Sea 
and the following happened: We were shown a small island perhaps 20--25 km away as a target area 
and bombarded it with a new type of bomb, dropped from an airplane. This bomb had such an 
unprecedented effect that nothing could be seen of the island, it had disappeared into the water!”
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Luigi Romersa. May-June 1955. Le armi segrete di Hitler. Civiltà delle Macchine.
I left Berlin on the night of the 11th [October 1944] by car; two officers accompanied me… Rügen was 
an experimental center where the new German weapons were tested. Special units of assault troops 
protected the island and restricted access. To travel to [part of] Rügen required a safe-conduct pass 
signed by the Wehrmacht’s chief of staff. We immediately went to an area thick with trees where we 
found other officers and some technicians. Concrete shelters and small brick buildings had been built 
in the woods. We entered an armored, half-buried turret through a small metal door that was closed 
with every precaution. Inside there were four of us: the two officers who had accompanied me, another 
man dressed in a suit, and me. I waited for noon with my heart in my throat. At noon, according to 
what the man in the suit had said, there would be the test of the “disintegration bomb.” The bomb was 
to explode on the ground, about two kilometers from our armored observatory… They warned that 
the test had been brought forward to 11:45 a.m…. I barely had time to consult the clock when I heard 
a tremendous roar. The floor rocked under my feet, and for an instant it seemed to me as if the walls of 
the shelter were falling in. In front I could see nothing but smoke, a whitish, woolly smoke that 
bubbled up like slime spewed from a sewer. More bursts were heard followed by blinding flashes. The 
sky, bleak and closed, was ripped apart by the whitest flashes of lightning. I ran a hand over my face; I 
was sweating. No one opened their mouth. The roar just then was followed by a chilling silence. It was 
the man in the suit who spoke first. He was a colonel in the “Heereswaffenamt,” the body in charge of 
developing weapons. “What we witness today--he said--is of paramount importance. When we can 
drop our bomb on invading troops or on an enemy city, the Anglo-Americans will be forced to decide 
whether it is worth continuing the war or ending it reasonably. We have been working for years. We 
have finally achieved our objective.” … We left the bunker around 5:00 p.m., after some men dressed 
in monstrous suits had arrived; on their heads they wore a helmet like that of a diving suit, only it was 
floppy and had no screws. We, too, wore a strange smock of rough, off-white cloth and pants of the 
same fabric. We walked ahead of the soldiers. As we advanced, the land appeared to have been 
shocked, plowed, torn apart by fearful chasms. It was cold and yet everything was scorched as if a 
blast of fire had passed over the island. The trees no longer had foliage or branches; they were reduced 
to burnt trunks. My foot bumped into something; I bent down and saw a charred goat. You could tell 
it was a goat because tufts of hair could be seen on the streaked flesh; its head was crushed, as if it had 
been pounded with a hammer. The little stone buildings were piles of rubble… At the end of October I 
saw Goebbels... I learned that there were two types of rockets, the “A-4” and the “A-9,”… equipped 
with atomic warheads, with a fantastic range.

OSS Report FF-83. 21 Oct. 1944. Atom Smashing Secret Weapon. NARA RG 77, Entry UD-22A, Box 
171, Folder 32.7003-2 GERMANY: US Wartime Positive Int. (July-Oct. 44).
The Germans have completed a weapon which is founded on the principle of the disintegration of 
matter (Atomzertruemmerung). Experiments have been performed which have proved conclusive. The 
effect of this weapon is like that of a thunderbolt, naturally much magnified. The radius of action is 
supposed to be about three kilometers.

Summary of 5 October 2004 interview with Elisabeth Mestlin. Rainer Karlsch and Heiko Petermann 
2007. Für und Wider “Hitlers Bombe”. Münster: Waxmann. p. 163.
She remembered the extraordinary event because of credible circumstances. After the bombardment 
of Stralsund on 6 October 1944, Ms. Mestlin went to see her children in Vitte on the island of 
Hiddensee. On the island of Hiddensee on 12 October 1944, she heard a violent explosion and saw a 
large cloud of dust on the southern tip of the Bug peninsula.

Werner Grothmann. 2002 interview. Jonastalverein Archive, Arnstadt. pp. 13, 31.
When, in October 1944, it was clear that the theory of the atomic bomb was in principle correct, 
various circles had, of course, also been thinking about what should be done to end the war as quickly 
as possible… It is known to me that there were four atomic tests. The first still in 1943 in the autumn 
in the North Sea, which failed. Then two in 1944 in the autumn and the late autumn. One of them on 
the ground, that is on a small stand, the later one in the atmosphere on a parachute... Where the tests 
were I would like to not say now, because otherwise the population would be unnecessarily upset.

Howard G. Bunker. 11 May 1944. G.A.F. Experimental Stations. AFHRA A5729 frame 1148. 
Peenemünde: Rockets and jet propulsion…  Rügen: Most secret research.

A.P.W.I.U. (Ninth Air Force) 96/1945. 19 August 1945. Investigations, Research, Developments, and 
Practical Use of the German Atomic Bomb. NARA RG 38, Entry 98C, Box 9, Folder TSC # 2601--
2700. Upgraded from Secret to Top Secret in October 1945.
47. A man named ZINSSER, a Flak rocket expert, mentioned what he noticed one day: In the 
beginning of Oct. 1944 I flew from Ludwigslust (south of Lübeck), about 12 to 15 km from an atomic 
bomb test station, when I noticed a strong, bright illumination of the whole atmosphere, lasting about 
2 seconds. 48. The clearly visible pressure wave escaped the approaching and following cloud formed 
by the explosion. This wave had a diameter of about 1 km when it became visible and the color of the 
cloud changed frequently. It became dotted after a short period of darkness with all sorts of light spots, 
which were, in contrast to normal explosions, of a pale blue color. 49. After about 10 seconds the sharp 
outlines of the explosion cloud disappeared, then the cloud began to take on a lighter color against the 
sky covered with a gray overcast. The diameter of the still visible pressure wave was at least 9000 
meters while remaining visible for at least 15 seconds. 50. Personal observations of the colors of the 
explosion cloud found an almost blue-violet shade. During this manifestation reddish-colored rims 
were to be seen, changing to a dirty-like shade in very rapid succession. 51. The combustion was lightly 
felt from my observation plane in the form of pulling and pushing. The appearance of atmospheric 
disturbance lasted about 10 seconds without noticeable climax. 52. About one hour later I started with 
an He 111 from the A/D [aerodrome] at Ludwigslust and flew in an easterly direction. Shortly after the 
start I passed through the almost complete overcast (between 3000 and 4000 meter altitude). A cloud 
shaped like a mushroom with turbulent, billowing sections (at about 7000 meter altitude) stood, 
without any seeming connections, over the spot where the explosion took place. Strong electrical 
disturbances and the impossibility to continue radio communication as by lightning, turned up. 53. 
Because of the P-38s operating in the area Wittenberg-Merseburg I had to turn to the north but 
observed a better visibility at the bottom of the cloud where the explosion occurred.

Philip Morrison. 20 October 1944. NARA RG 77, Entry UD-22A, Box 171, Folder 32.60-2.
There are a number of things to be done by the Washington office which have not yet been done… The 
recent reports of Baltic explosions should be covered by Major Calvert...

Theodor Soucek. 2001. Mein Richter, mein Henker. Bright Rainbow.
In mid-January 1945… the general turned to me surprisingly and confidentially: “In recent days we 
were shown the latest developments in German secret weapons together with other allied government 
representatives of the Axis powers. We were flown to a Wehrmacht restricted area on the Baltic Sea 
and the following happened: We were shown a small island perhaps 20--25 km away as a target area 
and bombarded it with a new type of bomb, dropped from an airplane. This bomb had such an 
unprecedented effect that nothing could be seen of the island, it had disappeared into the water!”

Harry K. Lennon. 23 May 1945. NARA RG 77, Entry UD-22A, Box 167, Folder 32.12-2.
The experiments with the atom-splitting bomb had almost been brought to conclusion… Laboratory 
experiments were conducted in DANZIG and BERLIN. Practical experiments were conducted on the 
Baltic coast.
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Luigi Romersa. May-June 1955. Le armi segrete di Hitler. Civiltà delle Macchine.
I left Berlin on the night of the 11th [October 1944] by car; two officers accompanied me… Rügen was 
an experimental center where the new German weapons were tested. Special units of assault troops 
protected the island and restricted access. To travel to [part of] Rügen required a safe-conduct pass 
signed by the Wehrmacht’s chief of staff. We immediately went to an area thick with trees where we 
found other officers and some technicians. Concrete shelters and small brick buildings had been built 
in the woods. We entered an armored, half-buried turret through a small metal door that was closed 
with every precaution. Inside there were four of us: the two officers who had accompanied me, another 
man dressed in a suit, and me. I waited for noon with my heart in my throat. At noon, according to 
what the man in the suit had said, there would be the test of the “disintegration bomb.” The bomb was 
to explode on the ground, about two kilometers from our armored observatory… They warned that 
the test had been brought forward to 11:45 a.m…. I barely had time to consult the clock when I heard 
a tremendous roar. The floor rocked under my feet, and for an instant it seemed to me as if the walls of 
the shelter were falling in. In front I could see nothing but smoke, a whitish, woolly smoke that 
bubbled up like slime spewed from a sewer. More bursts were heard followed by blinding flashes. The 
sky, bleak and closed, was ripped apart by the whitest flashes of lightning. I ran a hand over my face; I 
was sweating. No one opened their mouth. The roar just then was followed by a chilling silence. It was 
the man in the suit who spoke first. He was a colonel in the “Heereswaffenamt,” the body in charge of 
developing weapons. “What we witness today--he said--is of paramount importance. When we can 
drop our bomb on invading troops or on an enemy city, the Anglo-Americans will be forced to decide 
whether it is worth continuing the war or ending it reasonably. We have been working for years. We 
have finally achieved our objective.” … We left the bunker around 5:00 p.m., after some men dressed 
in monstrous suits had arrived; on their heads they wore a helmet like that of a diving suit, only it was 
floppy and had no screws. We, too, wore a strange smock of rough, off-white cloth and pants of the 
same fabric. We walked ahead of the soldiers. As we advanced, the land appeared to have been 
shocked, plowed, torn apart by fearful chasms. It was cold and yet everything was scorched as if a 
blast of fire had passed over the island. The trees no longer had foliage or branches; they were reduced 
to burnt trunks. My foot bumped into something; I bent down and saw a charred goat. You could tell 
it was a goat because tufts of hair could be seen on the streaked flesh; its head was crushed, as if it had 
been pounded with a hammer. The little stone buildings were piles of rubble… At the end of October I 
saw Goebbels... I learned that there were two types of rockets, the “A-4” and the “A-9,”… equipped 
with atomic warheads, with a fantastic range.

OSS Report FF-83. 21 Oct. 1944. Atom Smashing Secret Weapon. NARA RG 77, Entry UD-22A, Box 
171, Folder 32.7003-2 GERMANY: US Wartime Positive Int. (July-Oct. 44).
The Germans have completed a weapon which is founded on the principle of the disintegration of 
matter (Atomzertruemmerung). Experiments have been performed which have proved conclusive. The 
effect of this weapon is like that of a thunderbolt, naturally much magnified. The radius of action is 
supposed to be about three kilometers.

Summary of 5 October 2004 interview with Elisabeth Mestlin. Rainer Karlsch and Heiko Petermann 
2007. Für und Wider “Hitlers Bombe”. Münster: Waxmann. p. 163.
She remembered the extraordinary event because of credible circumstances. After the bombardment 
of Stralsund on 6 October 1944, Ms. Mestlin went to see her children in Vitte on the island of 
Hiddensee. On the island of Hiddensee on 12 October 1944, she heard a violent explosion and saw a 
large cloud of dust on the southern tip of the Bug peninsula.

Werner Grothmann. 2002 interview. Jonastalverein Archive, Arnstadt. pp. 13, 31.
When, in October 1944, it was clear that the theory of the atomic bomb was in principle correct, 
various circles had, of course, also been thinking about what should be done to end the war as quickly 
as possible… It is known to me that there were four atomic tests. The first still in 1943 in the autumn 
in the North Sea, which failed. Then two in 1944 in the autumn and the late autumn. One of them on 
the ground, that is on a small stand, the later one in the atmosphere on a parachute... Where the tests 
were I would like to not say now, because otherwise the population would be unnecessarily upset.

Howard G. Bunker. 11 May 1944. G.A.F. Experimental Stations. AFHRA A5729 frame 1148. 
Peenemünde: Rockets and jet propulsion…  Rügen: Most secret research.

A.P.W.I.U. (Ninth Air Force) 96/1945. 19 August 1945. Investigations, Research, Developments, and 
Practical Use of the German Atomic Bomb. NARA RG 38, Entry 98C, Box 9, Folder TSC # 2601--
2700. Upgraded from Secret to Top Secret in October 1945.
47. A man named ZINSSER, a Flak rocket expert, mentioned what he noticed one day: In the 
beginning of Oct. 1944 I flew from Ludwigslust (south of Lübeck), about 12 to 15 km from an atomic 
bomb test station, when I noticed a strong, bright illumination of the whole atmosphere, lasting about 
2 seconds. 48. The clearly visible pressure wave escaped the approaching and following cloud formed 
by the explosion. This wave had a diameter of about 1 km when it became visible and the color of the 
cloud changed frequently. It became dotted after a short period of darkness with all sorts of light spots, 
which were, in contrast to normal explosions, of a pale blue color. 49. After about 10 seconds the sharp 
outlines of the explosion cloud disappeared, then the cloud began to take on a lighter color against the 
sky covered with a gray overcast. The diameter of the still visible pressure wave was at least 9000 
meters while remaining visible for at least 15 seconds. 50. Personal observations of the colors of the 
explosion cloud found an almost blue-violet shade. During this manifestation reddish-colored rims 
were to be seen, changing to a dirty-like shade in very rapid succession. 51. The combustion was lightly 
felt from my observation plane in the form of pulling and pushing. The appearance of atmospheric 
disturbance lasted about 10 seconds without noticeable climax. 52. About one hour later I started with 
an He 111 from the A/D [aerodrome] at Ludwigslust and flew in an easterly direction. Shortly after the 
start I passed through the almost complete overcast (between 3000 and 4000 meter altitude). A cloud 
shaped like a mushroom with turbulent, billowing sections (at about 7000 meter altitude) stood, 
without any seeming connections, over the spot where the explosion took place. Strong electrical 
disturbances and the impossibility to continue radio communication as by lightning, turned up. 53. 
Because of the P-38s operating in the area Wittenberg-Merseburg I had to turn to the north but 
observed a better visibility at the bottom of the cloud where the explosion occurred.

Philip Morrison. 20 October 1944. NARA RG 77, Entry UD-22A, Box 171, Folder 32.60-2.
There are a number of things to be done by the Washington office which have not yet been done… The 
recent reports of Baltic explosions should be covered by Major Calvert...

Theodor Soucek. 2001. Mein Richter, mein Henker. Bright Rainbow.
In mid-January 1945… the general turned to me surprisingly and confidentially: “In recent days we 
were shown the latest developments in German secret weapons together with other allied government 
representatives of the Axis powers. We were flown to a Wehrmacht restricted area on the Baltic Sea 
and the following happened: We were shown a small island perhaps 20--25 km away as a target area 
and bombarded it with a new type of bomb, dropped from an airplane. This bomb had such an 
unprecedented effect that nothing could be seen of the island, it had disappeared into the water!”

Harry K. Lennon. 23 May 1945. NARA RG 77, Entry UD-22A, Box 167, Folder 32.12-2.
The experiments with the atom-splitting bomb had almost been brought to conclusion… Laboratory 
experiments were conducted in DANZIG and BERLIN. Practical experiments were conducted on the 
Baltic coast.

Manhattan Engineer District. 4 August 1944. NARA RG 77, Entry UD-22A, Box 171, Folder 32.7003-2.
The Germans are at present working on an extremely secret explosive. Informant knows very little 
about it and states that it has something to do with “Heavy Water” (Schweres Wasser). Experiments 
are conducted on an estate in Pomerania and it is alleged that this explosive is capable of destroying 
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10. Reported October 1944 Test Explosion on Baltic Coast
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I left Berlin on the night of the 11th [October 1944] by car; two officers accompanied me… Rügen was 
an experimental center where the new German weapons were tested. Special units of assault troops 
protected the island and restricted access. To travel to [part of] Rügen required a safe-conduct pass 
signed by the Wehrmacht’s chief of staff. We immediately went to an area thick with trees where we 
found other officers and some technicians. Concrete shelters and small brick buildings had been built 
in the woods. We entered an armored, half-buried turret through a small metal door that was closed 
with every precaution. Inside there were four of us: the two officers who had accompanied me, another 
man dressed in a suit, and me. I waited for noon with my heart in my throat. At noon, according to 
what the man in the suit had said, there would be the test of the “disintegration bomb.” The bomb was 
to explode on the ground, about two kilometers from our armored observatory… They warned that 
the test had been brought forward to 11:45 a.m…. I barely had time to consult the clock when I heard 
a tremendous roar. The floor rocked under my feet, and for an instant it seemed to me as if the walls of 
the shelter were falling in. In front I could see nothing but smoke, a whitish, woolly smoke that 
bubbled up like slime spewed from a sewer. More bursts were heard followed by blinding flashes. The 
sky, bleak and closed, was ripped apart by the whitest flashes of lightning. I ran a hand over my face; I 
was sweating. No one opened their mouth. The roar just then was followed by a chilling silence. It was 
the man in the suit who spoke first. He was a colonel in the “Heereswaffenamt,” the body in charge of 
developing weapons. “What we witness today--he said--is of paramount importance. When we can 
drop our bomb on invading troops or on an enemy city, the Anglo-Americans will be forced to decide 
whether it is worth continuing the war or ending it reasonably. We have been working for years. We 
have finally achieved our objective.” … We left the bunker around 5:00 p.m., after some men dressed 
in monstrous suits had arrived; on their heads they wore a helmet like that of a diving suit, only it was 
floppy and had no screws. We, too, wore a strange smock of rough, off-white cloth and pants of the 
same fabric. We walked ahead of the soldiers. As we advanced, the land appeared to have been 
shocked, plowed, torn apart by fearful chasms. It was cold and yet everything was scorched as if a 
blast of fire had passed over the island. The trees no longer had foliage or branches; they were reduced 
to burnt trunks. My foot bumped into something; I bent down and saw a charred goat. You could tell 
it was a goat because tufts of hair could be seen on the streaked flesh; its head was crushed, as if it had 
been pounded with a hammer. The little stone buildings were piles of rubble… At the end of October I 
saw Goebbels... I learned that there were two types of rockets, the “A-4” and the “A-9,”… equipped 
with atomic warheads, with a fantastic range.

OSS Report FF-83. 21 Oct. 1944. Atom Smashing Secret Weapon. NARA RG 77, Entry UD-22A, Box 
171, Folder 32.7003-2 GERMANY: US Wartime Positive Int. (July-Oct. 44).
The Germans have completed a weapon which is founded on the principle of the disintegration of 
matter (Atomzertruemmerung). Experiments have been performed which have proved conclusive. The 
effect of this weapon is like that of a thunderbolt, naturally much magnified. The radius of action is 
supposed to be about three kilometers.

Summary of 5 October 2004 interview with Elisabeth Mestlin. Rainer Karlsch and Heiko Petermann 
2007. Für und Wider “Hitlers Bombe”. Münster: Waxmann. p. 163.
She remembered the extraordinary event because of credible circumstances. After the bombardment 
of Stralsund on 6 October 1944, Ms. Mestlin went to see her children in Vitte on the island of 
Hiddensee. On the island of Hiddensee on 12 October 1944, she heard a violent explosion and saw a 
large cloud of dust on the southern tip of the Bug peninsula.

Werner Grothmann. 2002 interview. Jonastalverein Archive, Arnstadt. pp. 13, 31.
When, in October 1944, it was clear that the theory of the atomic bomb was in principle correct, 
various circles had, of course, also been thinking about what should be done to end the war as quickly 
as possible… It is known to me that there were four atomic tests. The first still in 1943 in the autumn 
in the North Sea, which failed. Then two in 1944 in the autumn and the late autumn. One of them on 
the ground, that is on a small stand, the later one in the atmosphere on a parachute... Where the tests 
were I would like to not say now, because otherwise the population would be unnecessarily upset.

Howard G. Bunker. 11 May 1944. G.A.F. Experimental Stations. AFHRA A5729 frame 1148. 
Peenemünde: Rockets and jet propulsion…  Rügen: Most secret research.

A.P.W.I.U. (Ninth Air Force) 96/1945. 19 August 1945. Investigations, Research, Developments, and 
Practical Use of the German Atomic Bomb. NARA RG 38, Entry 98C, Box 9, Folder TSC # 2601--
2700. Upgraded from Secret to Top Secret in October 1945.
47. A man named ZINSSER, a Flak rocket expert, mentioned what he noticed one day: In the 
beginning of Oct. 1944 I flew from Ludwigslust (south of Lübeck), about 12 to 15 km from an atomic 
bomb test station, when I noticed a strong, bright illumination of the whole atmosphere, lasting about 
2 seconds. 48. The clearly visible pressure wave escaped the approaching and following cloud formed 
by the explosion. This wave had a diameter of about 1 km when it became visible and the color of the 
cloud changed frequently. It became dotted after a short period of darkness with all sorts of light spots, 
which were, in contrast to normal explosions, of a pale blue color. 49. After about 10 seconds the sharp 
outlines of the explosion cloud disappeared, then the cloud began to take on a lighter color against the 
sky covered with a gray overcast. The diameter of the still visible pressure wave was at least 9000 
meters while remaining visible for at least 15 seconds. 50. Personal observations of the colors of the 
explosion cloud found an almost blue-violet shade. During this manifestation reddish-colored rims 
were to be seen, changing to a dirty-like shade in very rapid succession. 51. The combustion was lightly 
felt from my observation plane in the form of pulling and pushing. The appearance of atmospheric 
disturbance lasted about 10 seconds without noticeable climax. 52. About one hour later I started with 
an He 111 from the A/D [aerodrome] at Ludwigslust and flew in an easterly direction. Shortly after the 
start I passed through the almost complete overcast (between 3000 and 4000 meter altitude). A cloud 
shaped like a mushroom with turbulent, billowing sections (at about 7000 meter altitude) stood, 
without any seeming connections, over the spot where the explosion took place. Strong electrical 
disturbances and the impossibility to continue radio communication as by lightning, turned up. 53. 
Because of the P-38s operating in the area Wittenberg-Merseburg I had to turn to the north but 
observed a better visibility at the bottom of the cloud where the explosion occurred.

Philip Morrison. 20 October 1944. NARA RG 77, Entry UD-22A, Box 171, Folder 32.60-2.
There are a number of things to be done by the Washington office which have not yet been done… The 
recent reports of Baltic explosions should be covered by Major Calvert...

Theodor Soucek. 2001. Mein Richter, mein Henker. Bright Rainbow.
In mid-January 1945… the general turned to me surprisingly and confidentially: “In recent days we 
were shown the latest developments in German secret weapons together with other allied government 
representatives of the Axis powers. We were flown to a Wehrmacht restricted area on the Baltic Sea 
and the following happened: We were shown a small island perhaps 20--25 km away as a target area 
and bombarded it with a new type of bomb, dropped from an airplane. This bomb had such an 
unprecedented effect that nothing could be seen of the island, it had disappeared into the water!”

Harry K. Lennon. 23 May 1945. NARA RG 77, Entry UD-22A, Box 167, Folder 32.12-2.
The experiments with the atom-splitting bomb had almost been brought to conclusion… Laboratory 
experiments were conducted in DANZIG and BERLIN. Practical experiments were conducted on the 
Baltic coast.

Manhattan Engineer District. 4 August 1944. NARA RG 77, Entry UD-22A, Box 171, Folder 32.7003-2.
The Germans are at present working on an extremely secret explosive. Informant knows very little 
about it and states that it has something to do with “Heavy Water” (Schweres Wasser). Experiments 
are conducted on an estate in Pomerania and it is alleged that this explosive is capable of destroying 
everything in a radius of several kilometers.

OSS London. 5 December 1944. NARA RG 77, Entry UD-22A, Box 171, Folder 32.7003-3.
Heavy water experiments are being carried out at the Dräger Werke, Lübeck, which is reported to be 
the largest gas factory in Germany.
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Luigi Romersa. May-June 1955. Le armi segrete di Hitler. Civiltà delle Macchine.
I left Berlin on the night of the 11th [October 1944] by car; two officers accompanied me… Rügen was 
an experimental center where the new German weapons were tested. Special units of assault troops 
protected the island and restricted access. To travel to [part of] Rügen required a safe-conduct pass 
signed by the Wehrmacht’s chief of staff. We immediately went to an area thick with trees where we 
found other officers and some technicians. Concrete shelters and small brick buildings had been built 
in the woods. We entered an armored, half-buried turret through a small metal door that was closed 
with every precaution. Inside there were four of us: the two officers who had accompanied me, another 
man dressed in a suit, and me. I waited for noon with my heart in my throat. At noon, according to 
what the man in the suit had said, there would be the test of the “disintegration bomb.” The bomb was 
to explode on the ground, about two kilometers from our armored observatory… They warned that 
the test had been brought forward to 11:45 a.m…. I barely had time to consult the clock when I heard 
a tremendous roar. The floor rocked under my feet, and for an instant it seemed to me as if the walls of 
the shelter were falling in. In front I could see nothing but smoke, a whitish, woolly smoke that 
bubbled up like slime spewed from a sewer. More bursts were heard followed by blinding flashes. The 
sky, bleak and closed, was ripped apart by the whitest flashes of lightning. I ran a hand over my face; I 
was sweating. No one opened their mouth. The roar just then was followed by a chilling silence. It was 
the man in the suit who spoke first. He was a colonel in the “Heereswaffenamt,” the body in charge of 
developing weapons. “What we witness today--he said--is of paramount importance. When we can 
drop our bomb on invading troops or on an enemy city, the Anglo-Americans will be forced to decide 
whether it is worth continuing the war or ending it reasonably. We have been working for years. We 
have finally achieved our objective.” … We left the bunker around 5:00 p.m., after some men dressed 
in monstrous suits had arrived; on their heads they wore a helmet like that of a diving suit, only it was 
floppy and had no screws. We, too, wore a strange smock of rough, off-white cloth and pants of the 
same fabric. We walked ahead of the soldiers. As we advanced, the land appeared to have been 
shocked, plowed, torn apart by fearful chasms. It was cold and yet everything was scorched as if a 
blast of fire had passed over the island. The trees no longer had foliage or branches; they were reduced 
to burnt trunks. My foot bumped into something; I bent down and saw a charred goat. You could tell 
it was a goat because tufts of hair could be seen on the streaked flesh; its head was crushed, as if it had 
been pounded with a hammer. The little stone buildings were piles of rubble… At the end of October I 
saw Goebbels... I learned that there were two types of rockets, the “A-4” and the “A-9,”… equipped 
with atomic warheads, with a fantastic range.

OSS Report FF-83. 21 Oct. 1944. Atom Smashing Secret Weapon. NARA RG 77, Entry UD-22A, Box 
171, Folder 32.7003-2 GERMANY: US Wartime Positive Int. (July-Oct. 44).
The Germans have completed a weapon which is founded on the principle of the disintegration of 
matter (Atomzertruemmerung). Experiments have been performed which have proved conclusive. The 
effect of this weapon is like that of a thunderbolt, naturally much magnified. The radius of action is 
supposed to be about three kilometers.

Summary of 5 October 2004 interview with Elisabeth Mestlin. Rainer Karlsch and Heiko Petermann 
2007. Für und Wider “Hitlers Bombe”. Münster: Waxmann. p. 163.
She remembered the extraordinary event because of credible circumstances. After the bombardment 
of Stralsund on 6 October 1944, Ms. Mestlin went to see her children in Vitte on the island of 
Hiddensee. On the island of Hiddensee on 12 October 1944, she heard a violent explosion and saw a 
large cloud of dust on the southern tip of the Bug peninsula.

Werner Grothmann. 2002 interview. Jonastalverein Archive, Arnstadt. pp. 13, 31.
When, in October 1944, it was clear that the theory of the atomic bomb was in principle correct, 
various circles had, of course, also been thinking about what should be done to end the war as quickly 
as possible… It is known to me that there were four atomic tests. The first still in 1943 in the autumn 
in the North Sea, which failed. Then two in 1944 in the autumn and the late autumn. One of them on 
the ground, that is on a small stand, the later one in the atmosphere on a parachute... Where the tests 
were I would like to not say now, because otherwise the population would be unnecessarily upset.

Howard G. Bunker. 11 May 1944. G.A.F. Experimental Stations. AFHRA A5729 frame 1148. 
Peenemünde: Rockets and jet propulsion…  Rügen: Most secret research.

A.P.W.I.U. (Ninth Air Force) 96/1945. 19 August 1945. Investigations, Research, Developments, and 
Practical Use of the German Atomic Bomb. NARA RG 38, Entry 98C, Box 9, Folder TSC # 2601--
2700. Upgraded from Secret to Top Secret in October 1945.
47. A man named ZINSSER, a Flak rocket expert, mentioned what he noticed one day: In the 
beginning of Oct. 1944 I flew from Ludwigslust (south of Lübeck), about 12 to 15 km from an atomic 
bomb test station, when I noticed a strong, bright illumination of the whole atmosphere, lasting about 
2 seconds. 48. The clearly visible pressure wave escaped the approaching and following cloud formed 
by the explosion. This wave had a diameter of about 1 km when it became visible and the color of the 
cloud changed frequently. It became dotted after a short period of darkness with all sorts of light spots, 
which were, in contrast to normal explosions, of a pale blue color. 49. After about 10 seconds the sharp 
outlines of the explosion cloud disappeared, then the cloud began to take on a lighter color against the 
sky covered with a gray overcast. The diameter of the still visible pressure wave was at least 9000 
meters while remaining visible for at least 15 seconds. 50. Personal observations of the colors of the 
explosion cloud found an almost blue-violet shade. During this manifestation reddish-colored rims 
were to be seen, changing to a dirty-like shade in very rapid succession. 51. The combustion was lightly 
felt from my observation plane in the form of pulling and pushing. The appearance of atmospheric 
disturbance lasted about 10 seconds without noticeable climax. 52. About one hour later I started with 
an He 111 from the A/D [aerodrome] at Ludwigslust and flew in an easterly direction. Shortly after the 
start I passed through the almost complete overcast (between 3000 and 4000 meter altitude). A cloud 
shaped like a mushroom with turbulent, billowing sections (at about 7000 meter altitude) stood, 
without any seeming connections, over the spot where the explosion took place. Strong electrical 
disturbances and the impossibility to continue radio communication as by lightning, turned up. 53. 
Because of the P-38s operating in the area Wittenberg-Merseburg I had to turn to the north but 
observed a better visibility at the bottom of the cloud where the explosion occurred.

Philip Morrison. 20 October 1944. NARA RG 77, Entry UD-22A, Box 171, Folder 32.60-2.
There are a number of things to be done by the Washington office which have not yet been done… The 
recent reports of Baltic explosions should be covered by Major Calvert...

Theodor Soucek. 2001. Mein Richter, mein Henker. Bright Rainbow.
In mid-January 1945… the general turned to me surprisingly and confidentially: “In recent days we 
were shown the latest developments in German secret weapons together with other allied government 
representatives of the Axis powers. We were flown to a Wehrmacht restricted area on the Baltic Sea 
and the following happened: We were shown a small island perhaps 20--25 km away as a target area 
and bombarded it with a new type of bomb, dropped from an airplane. This bomb had such an 
unprecedented effect that nothing could be seen of the island, it had disappeared into the water!”

Harry K. Lennon. 23 May 1945. NARA RG 77, Entry UD-22A, Box 167, Folder 32.12-2.
The experiments with the atom-splitting bomb had almost been brought to conclusion… Laboratory 
experiments were conducted in DANZIG and BERLIN. Practical experiments were conducted on the 
Baltic coast.

Manhattan Engineer District. 4 August 1944. NARA RG 77, Entry UD-22A, Box 171, Folder 32.7003-2.
The Germans are at present working on an extremely secret explosive. Informant knows very little 
about it and states that it has something to do with “Heavy Water” (Schweres Wasser). Experiments 
are conducted on an estate in Pomerania and it is alleged that this explosive is capable of destroying 
everything in a radius of several kilometers.

OSS London. 5 December 1944. NARA RG 77, Entry UD-22A, Box 171, Folder 32.7003-3.
Heavy water experiments are being carried out at the Dräger Werke, Lübeck, which is reported to be 
the largest gas factory in Germany.

Headquarters, U.S. Strategic Air Forces in Europe. 19 Jan. 1945. AFHRA A5729 p. 255 ff.
In the following paragraphs are listed the actual or potential weapons which the Germans may use 
against USSTAF operations in 1945… No consideration is given to those for which there is lacking 
evidence of possible use for some time to come… ATOMIC BOMB: Close check of every report, and 
close surveillance of the area in which tests are alleged to have taken place lead to the conclusion that 
such bombs are not a likelihood in 1945.              [For more information see Forgotten Creators D.10.]
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11. Reported ~November 1944 Test Explosion in Poland



Robert Jackson to Albert Speer. 21 June 1946. avalon.law.yale.edu/imt/06-21-46.asp
And certain experiments were also conducted and certain researches conducted in atomic 
energy, were they not?... Now, I have certain information, which was placed in my hands, 
of an experiment which was carried out near Auschwitz and I would like to ask you if you 
heard about it or knew about it. The purpose of the experiment was to find a quick and 
complete way of destroying people without the delay and trouble of shooting and gassing 
and burning, as it had been carried out, and this is the experiment, as I am advised. A 
village, a small village was provisionally erected, with temporary structures, and in it 
approximately 20,000 Jews were put. By means of this newly invented weapon of 
destruction, these 20,000 people were eradicated almost instantaneously, and in such a way 
that there was no trace left of them; that it developed, the explosive developed, 
temperatures of from 400[0] to 500[0] centigrade and destroyed them without leaving any 
trace at all. Do you know about that experiment?
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Robert Jackson to Albert Speer. 21 June 1946. avalon.law.yale.edu/imt/06-21-46.asp
And certain experiments were also conducted and certain researches conducted in atomic 
energy, were they not?... Now, I have certain information, which was placed in my hands, 
of an experiment which was carried out near Auschwitz and I would like to ask you if you 
heard about it or knew about it. The purpose of the experiment was to find a quick and 
complete way of destroying people without the delay and trouble of shooting and gassing 
and burning, as it had been carried out, and this is the experiment, as I am advised. A 
village, a small village was provisionally erected, with temporary structures, and in it 
approximately 20,000 Jews were put. By means of this newly invented weapon of 
destruction, these 20,000 people were eradicated almost instantaneously, and in such a way 
that there was no trace left of them; that it developed, the explosive developed, 
temperatures of from 400[0] to 500[0] centigrade and destroyed them without leaving any 
trace at all. Do you know about that experiment?
Felix Kersten. 1947. Memoirs of Doctor Felix Kersten. Doubleday. pp. 256-258.
Kriminalrat Obersturmfuehrer Göring… said that a village had been built near Auschwitz 
for experimental purposes. They wanted to “try out” the new weapon. For the purpose, 
twenty thousand Jewish men, women, and children had been brought to live in this village. 
A single shell had been fired on the settlement. It had caused six thousand degrees of heat, 
and the whole village--houses, human beings, and animals included--was burnt to ashes. 
Obviously, as I see it now in retrospect, the Germans had nearly completed their atomic 
bomb and were almost ready to use it on the enemy when the encirclement of Berlin was 
complete.
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Robert Jackson to Albert Speer. 21 June 1946. avalon.law.yale.edu/imt/06-21-46.asp
And certain experiments were also conducted and certain researches conducted in atomic 
energy, were they not?... Now, I have certain information, which was placed in my hands, 
of an experiment which was carried out near Auschwitz and I would like to ask you if you 
heard about it or knew about it. The purpose of the experiment was to find a quick and 
complete way of destroying people without the delay and trouble of shooting and gassing 
and burning, as it had been carried out, and this is the experiment, as I am advised. A 
village, a small village was provisionally erected, with temporary structures, and in it 
approximately 20,000 Jews were put. By means of this newly invented weapon of 
destruction, these 20,000 people were eradicated almost instantaneously, and in such a way 
that there was no trace left of them; that it developed, the explosive developed, 
temperatures of from 400[0] to 500[0] centigrade and destroyed them without leaving any 
trace at all. Do you know about that experiment?
Felix Kersten. 1947. Memoirs of Doctor Felix Kersten. Doubleday. pp. 256-258.
Kriminalrat Obersturmfuehrer Göring… said that a village had been built near Auschwitz 
for experimental purposes. They wanted to “try out” the new weapon. For the purpose, 
twenty thousand Jewish men, women, and children had been brought to live in this village. 
A single shell had been fired on the settlement. It had caused six thousand degrees of heat, 
and the whole village--houses, human beings, and animals included--was burnt to ashes. 
Obviously, as I see it now in retrospect, the Germans had nearly completed their atomic 
bomb and were almost ready to use it on the enemy when the encirclement of Berlin was 
complete.
Wilhelm Wulff. 1973. Zodiac and Swastika. Coward McCann & Geoghegan. pp. 160-161.
[Himmler] went on to talk about a quite different missile, one of incredible power. Cities 
like New York and London, he said, could be wiped off the face of the earth with the help of 
this new weapon… What he had told me was basically true, for work was already being 
done on the German atom bomb at the time. Franz Göring also told me that the new 
missiles had been tested. According to him, a large town was especially built near 
Auschwitz concentration camp and some 20,000 Jews, mostly women and children, were 
sent to live in it. A single missile was then fired into the settlement. In the ensuing 
explosion, which developed a heat output of 6,000o C at its center, the whole town and the 
entire population were burned to cinders in a flash. 
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Robert Jackson to Albert Speer. 21 June 1946. avalon.law.yale.edu/imt/06-21-46.asp
And certain experiments were also conducted and certain researches conducted in atomic 
energy, were they not?... Now, I have certain information, which was placed in my hands, 
of an experiment which was carried out near Auschwitz and I would like to ask you if you 
heard about it or knew about it. The purpose of the experiment was to find a quick and 
complete way of destroying people without the delay and trouble of shooting and gassing 
and burning, as it had been carried out, and this is the experiment, as I am advised. A 
village, a small village was provisionally erected, with temporary structures, and in it 
approximately 20,000 Jews were put. By means of this newly invented weapon of 
destruction, these 20,000 people were eradicated almost instantaneously, and in such a way 
that there was no trace left of them; that it developed, the explosive developed, 
temperatures of from 400[0] to 500[0] centigrade and destroyed them without leaving any 
trace at all. Do you know about that experiment?
Felix Kersten. 1947. Memoirs of Doctor Felix Kersten. Doubleday. pp. 256-258.
Kriminalrat Obersturmfuehrer Göring… said that a village had been built near Auschwitz 
for experimental purposes. They wanted to “try out” the new weapon. For the purpose, 
twenty thousand Jewish men, women, and children had been brought to live in this village. 
A single shell had been fired on the settlement. It had caused six thousand degrees of heat, 
and the whole village--houses, human beings, and animals included--was burnt to ashes. 
Obviously, as I see it now in retrospect, the Germans had nearly completed their atomic 
bomb and were almost ready to use it on the enemy when the encirclement of Berlin was 
complete.
Wilhelm Wulff. 1973. Zodiac and Swastika. Coward McCann & Geoghegan. pp. 160-161.
[Himmler] went on to talk about a quite different missile, one of incredible power. Cities 
like New York and London, he said, could be wiped off the face of the earth with the help of 
this new weapon… What he had told me was basically true, for work was already being 
done on the German atom bomb at the time. Franz Göring also told me that the new 
missiles had been tested. According to him, a large town was especially built near 
Auschwitz concentration camp and some 20,000 Jews, mostly women and children, were 
sent to live in it. A single missile was then fired into the settlement. In the ensuing 
explosion, which developed a heat output of 6,000o C at its center, the whole town and the 
entire population were burned to cinders in a flash. 
Werner Grothmann. 2002 interview. Jonastalverein Archive, Arnstadt. p. 31.
Well, it is so: It is known to me that there were four atomic tests. The first still in 1943 in 
the autumn in the North Sea, which failed. Then two in 1944 in the autumn and the late 
autumn. One of them on the ground, that is on a small stand, the later one in the 
atmosphere on a parachute. That one in winter 1944 in the air was highly explosive and the 
charge [fuel] was also larger. That could have been in November. The last test was then 
again with a small charge in March 1945. Where the tests were I would like to not say now, 
because otherwise the population would be unnecessarily upset.
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Robert Jackson to Albert Speer. 21 June 1946. avalon.law.yale.edu/imt/06-21-46.asp
And certain experiments were also conducted and certain researches conducted in atomic 
energy, were they not?... Now, I have certain information, which was placed in my hands, 
of an experiment which was carried out near Auschwitz and I would like to ask you if you 
heard about it or knew about it. The purpose of the experiment was to find a quick and 
complete way of destroying people without the delay and trouble of shooting and gassing 
and burning, as it had been carried out, and this is the experiment, as I am advised. A 
village, a small village was provisionally erected, with temporary structures, and in it 
approximately 20,000 Jews were put. By means of this newly invented weapon of 
destruction, these 20,000 people were eradicated almost instantaneously, and in such a way 
that there was no trace left of them; that it developed, the explosive developed, 
temperatures of from 400[0] to 500[0] centigrade and destroyed them without leaving any 
trace at all. Do you know about that experiment?
Felix Kersten. 1947. Memoirs of Doctor Felix Kersten. Doubleday. pp. 256-258.
Kriminalrat Obersturmfuehrer Göring… said that a village had been built near Auschwitz 
for experimental purposes. They wanted to “try out” the new weapon. For the purpose, 
twenty thousand Jewish men, women, and children had been brought to live in this village. 
A single shell had been fired on the settlement. It had caused six thousand degrees of heat, 
and the whole village--houses, human beings, and animals included--was burnt to ashes. 
Obviously, as I see it now in retrospect, the Germans had nearly completed their atomic 
bomb and were almost ready to use it on the enemy when the encirclement of Berlin was 
complete.
Wilhelm Wulff. 1973. Zodiac and Swastika. Coward McCann & Geoghegan. pp. 160-161.
[Himmler] went on to talk about a quite different missile, one of incredible power. Cities 
like New York and London, he said, could be wiped off the face of the earth with the help of 
this new weapon… What he had told me was basically true, for work was already being 
done on the German atom bomb at the time. Franz Göring also told me that the new 
missiles had been tested. According to him, a large town was especially built near 
Auschwitz concentration camp and some 20,000 Jews, mostly women and children, were 
sent to live in it. A single missile was then fired into the settlement. In the ensuing 
explosion, which developed a heat output of 6,000o C at its center, the whole town and the 
entire population were burned to cinders in a flash. 
Werner Grothmann. 2002 interview. Jonastalverein Archive, Arnstadt. p. 31.
Well, it is so: It is known to me that there were four atomic tests. The first still in 1943 in 
the autumn in the North Sea, which failed. Then two in 1944 in the autumn and the late 
autumn. One of them on the ground, that is on a small stand, the later one in the 
atmosphere on a parachute. That one in winter 1944 in the air was highly explosive and the 
charge [fuel] was also larger. That could have been in November. The last test was then 
again with a small charge in March 1945. Where the tests were I would like to not say now, 
because otherwise the population would be unnecessarily upset.
DI 092.-76 FIAT. Periodic Intelligence Report 1. 2 August 1946. TNA FO 1031/59.
Completely unreliable source described the following: ARDENNE made experiments with 
an atom gun (Atomkanone). About Christmas 1944, successful experiments were conducted 
in Pomerania with V-1 and atomic warheads, radio directed. The ensuing crater was 2 km 
in diameter. Because the time for developments was too short nothing more came of it. 
Source has heard this from a man who participated in experiments but inconsiderately died 
in winter of 1945. It has not been possible to verify this statement from any other source 
although rumours to this effect, although with different names, have been persistent.
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Robert Jackson to Albert Speer. 21 June 1946. avalon.law.yale.edu/imt/06-21-46.asp
And certain experiments were also conducted and certain researches conducted in atomic 
energy, were they not?... Now, I have certain information, which was placed in my hands, 
of an experiment which was carried out near Auschwitz and I would like to ask you if you 
heard about it or knew about it. The purpose of the experiment was to find a quick and 
complete way of destroying people without the delay and trouble of shooting and gassing 
and burning, as it had been carried out, and this is the experiment, as I am advised. A 
village, a small village was provisionally erected, with temporary structures, and in it 
approximately 20,000 Jews were put. By means of this newly invented weapon of 
destruction, these 20,000 people were eradicated almost instantaneously, and in such a way 
that there was no trace left of them; that it developed, the explosive developed, 
temperatures of from 400[0] to 500[0] centigrade and destroyed them without leaving any 
trace at all. Do you know about that experiment?
Felix Kersten. 1947. Memoirs of Doctor Felix Kersten. Doubleday. pp. 256-258.
Kriminalrat Obersturmfuehrer Göring… said that a village had been built near Auschwitz 
for experimental purposes. They wanted to “try out” the new weapon. For the purpose, 
twenty thousand Jewish men, women, and children had been brought to live in this village. 
A single shell had been fired on the settlement. It had caused six thousand degrees of heat, 
and the whole village--houses, human beings, and animals included--was burnt to ashes. 
Obviously, as I see it now in retrospect, the Germans had nearly completed their atomic 
bomb and were almost ready to use it on the enemy when the encirclement of Berlin was 
complete.
Wilhelm Wulff. 1973. Zodiac and Swastika. Coward McCann & Geoghegan. pp. 160-161.
[Himmler] went on to talk about a quite different missile, one of incredible power. Cities 
like New York and London, he said, could be wiped off the face of the earth with the help of 
this new weapon… What he had told me was basically true, for work was already being 
done on the German atom bomb at the time. Franz Göring also told me that the new 
missiles had been tested. According to him, a large town was especially built near 
Auschwitz concentration camp and some 20,000 Jews, mostly women and children, were 
sent to live in it. A single missile was then fired into the settlement. In the ensuing 
explosion, which developed a heat output of 6,000o C at its center, the whole town and the 
entire population were burned to cinders in a flash. 
Werner Grothmann. 2002 interview. Jonastalverein Archive, Arnstadt. p. 31.
Well, it is so: It is known to me that there were four atomic tests. The first still in 1943 in 
the autumn in the North Sea, which failed. Then two in 1944 in the autumn and the late 
autumn. One of them on the ground, that is on a small stand, the later one in the 
atmosphere on a parachute. That one in winter 1944 in the air was highly explosive and the 
charge [fuel] was also larger. That could have been in November. The last test was then 
again with a small charge in March 1945. Where the tests were I would like to not say now, 
because otherwise the population would be unnecessarily upset.
DI 092.-76 FIAT. Periodic Intelligence Report 1. 2 August 1946. TNA FO 1031/59.
Completely unreliable source described the following: ARDENNE made experiments with 
an atom gun (Atomkanone). About Christmas 1944, successful experiments were conducted 
in Pomerania with V-1 and atomic warheads, radio directed. The ensuing crater was 2 km 
in diameter. Because the time for developments was too short nothing more came of it. 
Source has heard this from a man who participated in experiments but inconsiderately died 
in winter of 1945. It has not been possible to verify this statement from any other source 
although rumours to this effect, although with different names, have been persistent.

Gezo Mansfeldt to Hans Münch. 5 December 1946. US Holocaust Memorial Museum, RG-
15.169M (1998.A.0247) microfilm reel 8.
The next day was uneventful, and on 27 January [1945], 4:00 in the afternoon the first 
Russian vanguard marched through the Auschwitz camp. Thus we approximately 3,000 
men—physicians, nurses, and patients—were free… I was the only living witness who knew 
about the Hygiene Institute information and so I was at least 2–3 times weekly interviewed 
and had to drive to Raisko several times, but now in the fine car, and show everything 
there. The various scientific commissions were difficult to convince that poison gas and the 
like was not produced there, and what was actually suspected was clear to me only much 
later, when I learned of the atomic bomb tests.
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Robert Jackson to Albert Speer. 21 June 1946. avalon.law.yale.edu/imt/06-21-46.asp
And certain experiments were also conducted and certain researches conducted in atomic 
energy, were they not?... Now, I have certain information, which was placed in my hands, 
of an experiment which was carried out near Auschwitz and I would like to ask you if you 
heard about it or knew about it. The purpose of the experiment was to find a quick and 
complete way of destroying people without the delay and trouble of shooting and gassing 
and burning, as it had been carried out, and this is the experiment, as I am advised. A 
village, a small village was provisionally erected, with temporary structures, and in it 
approximately 20,000 Jews were put. By means of this newly invented weapon of 
destruction, these 20,000 people were eradicated almost instantaneously, and in such a way 
that there was no trace left of them; that it developed, the explosive developed, 
temperatures of from 400[0] to 500[0] centigrade and destroyed them without leaving any 
trace at all. Do you know about that experiment?
Felix Kersten. 1947. Memoirs of Doctor Felix Kersten. Doubleday. pp. 256-258.
Kriminalrat Obersturmfuehrer Göring… said that a village had been built near Auschwitz 
for experimental purposes. They wanted to “try out” the new weapon. For the purpose, 
twenty thousand Jewish men, women, and children had been brought to live in this village. 
A single shell had been fired on the settlement. It had caused six thousand degrees of heat, 
and the whole village--houses, human beings, and animals included--was burnt to ashes. 
Obviously, as I see it now in retrospect, the Germans had nearly completed their atomic 
bomb and were almost ready to use it on the enemy when the encirclement of Berlin was 
complete.
Wilhelm Wulff. 1973. Zodiac and Swastika. Coward McCann & Geoghegan. pp. 160-161.
[Himmler] went on to talk about a quite different missile, one of incredible power. Cities 
like New York and London, he said, could be wiped off the face of the earth with the help of 
this new weapon… What he had told me was basically true, for work was already being 
done on the German atom bomb at the time. Franz Göring also told me that the new 
missiles had been tested. According to him, a large town was especially built near 
Auschwitz concentration camp and some 20,000 Jews, mostly women and children, were 
sent to live in it. A single missile was then fired into the settlement. In the ensuing 
explosion, which developed a heat output of 6,000o C at its center, the whole town and the 
entire population were burned to cinders in a flash. 
Werner Grothmann. 2002 interview. Jonastalverein Archive, Arnstadt. p. 31.
Well, it is so: It is known to me that there were four atomic tests. The first still in 1943 in 
the autumn in the North Sea, which failed. Then two in 1944 in the autumn and the late 
autumn. One of them on the ground, that is on a small stand, the later one in the 
atmosphere on a parachute. That one in winter 1944 in the air was highly explosive and the 
charge [fuel] was also larger. That could have been in November. The last test was then 
again with a small charge in March 1945. Where the tests were I would like to not say now, 
because otherwise the population would be unnecessarily upset.
DI 092.-76 FIAT. Periodic Intelligence Report 1. 2 August 1946. TNA FO 1031/59.
Completely unreliable source described the following: ARDENNE made experiments with 
an atom gun (Atomkanone). About Christmas 1944, successful experiments were conducted 
in Pomerania with V-1 and atomic warheads, radio directed. The ensuing crater was 2 km 
in diameter. Because the time for developments was too short nothing more came of it. 
Source has heard this from a man who participated in experiments but inconsiderately died 
in winter of 1945. It has not been possible to verify this statement from any other source 
although rumours to this effect, although with different names, have been persistent.

Gezo Mansfeldt to Hans Münch. 5 December 1946. US Holocaust Memorial Museum, RG-
15.169M (1998.A.0247) microfilm reel 8.
The next day was uneventful, and on 27 January [1945], 4:00 in the afternoon the first 
Russian vanguard marched through the Auschwitz camp. Thus we approximately 3,000 
men—physicians, nurses, and patients—were free… I was the only living witness who knew 
about the Hygiene Institute information and so I was at least 2–3 times weekly interviewed 
and had to drive to Raisko several times, but now in the fine car, and show everything 
there. The various scientific commissions were difficult to convince that poison gas and the 
like was not produced there, and what was actually suspected was clear to me only much 
later, when I learned of the atomic bomb tests.
U.S. Embassy Warsaw. 12 Aug. 1947. MIS-390731. Subject: Plants producing heavy water.  
NARA RG 319, Entry 85A, Box 2534, Folder 390731–390740.
It is believed that no plants designed specially for the production of heavy water exist in 
Poland [in 1947]. It is reliably reported that the Germans built one such plant near 
OSWIECIM (Auschwitz) but that it was destroyed or moved out by the SOVIETS in 1945.
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And certain experiments were also conducted and certain researches conducted in atomic 
energy, were they not?... Now, I have certain information, which was placed in my hands, 
of an experiment which was carried out near Auschwitz and I would like to ask you if you 
heard about it or knew about it. The purpose of the experiment was to find a quick and 
complete way of destroying people without the delay and trouble of shooting and gassing 
and burning, as it had been carried out, and this is the experiment, as I am advised. A 
village, a small village was provisionally erected, with temporary structures, and in it 
approximately 20,000 Jews were put. By means of this newly invented weapon of 
destruction, these 20,000 people were eradicated almost instantaneously, and in such a way 
that there was no trace left of them; that it developed, the explosive developed, 
temperatures of from 400[0] to 500[0] centigrade and destroyed them without leaving any 
trace at all. Do you know about that experiment?
Felix Kersten. 1947. Memoirs of Doctor Felix Kersten. Doubleday. pp. 256-258.
Kriminalrat Obersturmfuehrer Göring… said that a village had been built near Auschwitz 
for experimental purposes. They wanted to “try out” the new weapon. For the purpose, 
twenty thousand Jewish men, women, and children had been brought to live in this village. 
A single shell had been fired on the settlement. It had caused six thousand degrees of heat, 
and the whole village--houses, human beings, and animals included--was burnt to ashes. 
Obviously, as I see it now in retrospect, the Germans had nearly completed their atomic 
bomb and were almost ready to use it on the enemy when the encirclement of Berlin was 
complete.
Wilhelm Wulff. 1973. Zodiac and Swastika. Coward McCann & Geoghegan. pp. 160-161.
[Himmler] went on to talk about a quite different missile, one of incredible power. Cities 
like New York and London, he said, could be wiped off the face of the earth with the help of 
this new weapon… What he had told me was basically true, for work was already being 
done on the German atom bomb at the time. Franz Göring also told me that the new 
missiles had been tested. According to him, a large town was especially built near 
Auschwitz concentration camp and some 20,000 Jews, mostly women and children, were 
sent to live in it. A single missile was then fired into the settlement. In the ensuing 
explosion, which developed a heat output of 6,000o C at its center, the whole town and the 
entire population were burned to cinders in a flash. 
Werner Grothmann. 2002 interview. Jonastalverein Archive, Arnstadt. p. 31.
Well, it is so: It is known to me that there were four atomic tests. The first still in 1943 in 
the autumn in the North Sea, which failed. Then two in 1944 in the autumn and the late 
autumn. One of them on the ground, that is on a small stand, the later one in the 
atmosphere on a parachute. That one in winter 1944 in the air was highly explosive and the 
charge [fuel] was also larger. That could have been in November. The last test was then 
again with a small charge in March 1945. Where the tests were I would like to not say now, 
because otherwise the population would be unnecessarily upset.
DI 092.-76 FIAT. Periodic Intelligence Report 1. 2 August 1946. TNA FO 1031/59.
Completely unreliable source described the following: ARDENNE made experiments with 
an atom gun (Atomkanone). About Christmas 1944, successful experiments were conducted 
in Pomerania with V-1 and atomic warheads, radio directed. The ensuing crater was 2 km 
in diameter. Because the time for developments was too short nothing more came of it. 
Source has heard this from a man who participated in experiments but inconsiderately died 
in winter of 1945. It has not been possible to verify this statement from any other source 
although rumours to this effect, although with different names, have been persistent.

Gezo Mansfeldt to Hans Münch. 5 December 1946. US Holocaust Memorial Museum, RG-
15.169M (1998.A.0247) microfilm reel 8.
The next day was uneventful, and on 27 January [1945], 4:00 in the afternoon the first 
Russian vanguard marched through the Auschwitz camp. Thus we approximately 3,000 
men—physicians, nurses, and patients—were free… I was the only living witness who knew 
about the Hygiene Institute information and so I was at least 2–3 times weekly interviewed 
and had to drive to Raisko several times, but now in the fine car, and show everything 
there. The various scientific commissions were difficult to convince that poison gas and the 
like was not produced there, and what was actually suspected was clear to me only much 
later, when I learned of the atomic bomb tests.
U.S. Embassy Warsaw. 12 Aug. 1947. MIS-390731. Subject: Plants producing heavy water.  
NARA RG 319, Entry 85A, Box 2534, Folder 390731–390740.
It is believed that no plants designed specially for the production of heavy water exist in 
Poland [in 1947]. It is reliably reported that the Germans built one such plant near 
OSWIECIM (Auschwitz) but that it was destroyed or moved out by the SOVIETS in 1945.
PW Intelligence Bulletin No. 2/25. 9 January 1945. AFHRA A5186, frames 0023-0027.
Location. The factory, commonly known as Bunawerke MONOWITZ, houses the two 
firms BUNA and IG FARBEN. Completely underground, it can nevertheless be located 
easily by six large wooden barracks, used as quarters for foremen and head mechanics, and 
situated atop a hill. Personnel. Employed in the factory are appr 30,000 workers, all 
political prisoners whose work is supervised by SS guards. The workers--Poles, Russians, 
Czechs, and Jews--march to and from the factory from the nearby concentration camp at 
AUSCHWITZ, where a total of 680,000 prisoners are detained.
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And certain experiments were also conducted and certain researches conducted in atomic 
energy, were they not?... Now, I have certain information, which was placed in my hands, 
of an experiment which was carried out near Auschwitz and I would like to ask you if you 
heard about it or knew about it. The purpose of the experiment was to find a quick and 
complete way of destroying people without the delay and trouble of shooting and gassing 
and burning, as it had been carried out, and this is the experiment, as I am advised. A 
village, a small village was provisionally erected, with temporary structures, and in it 
approximately 20,000 Jews were put. By means of this newly invented weapon of 
destruction, these 20,000 people were eradicated almost instantaneously, and in such a way 
that there was no trace left of them; that it developed, the explosive developed, 
temperatures of from 400[0] to 500[0] centigrade and destroyed them without leaving any 
trace at all. Do you know about that experiment?
Felix Kersten. 1947. Memoirs of Doctor Felix Kersten. Doubleday. pp. 256-258.
Kriminalrat Obersturmfuehrer Göring… said that a village had been built near Auschwitz 
for experimental purposes. They wanted to “try out” the new weapon. For the purpose, 
twenty thousand Jewish men, women, and children had been brought to live in this village. 
A single shell had been fired on the settlement. It had caused six thousand degrees of heat, 
and the whole village--houses, human beings, and animals included--was burnt to ashes. 
Obviously, as I see it now in retrospect, the Germans had nearly completed their atomic 
bomb and were almost ready to use it on the enemy when the encirclement of Berlin was 
complete.
Wilhelm Wulff. 1973. Zodiac and Swastika. Coward McCann & Geoghegan. pp. 160-161.
[Himmler] went on to talk about a quite different missile, one of incredible power. Cities 
like New York and London, he said, could be wiped off the face of the earth with the help of 
this new weapon… What he had told me was basically true, for work was already being 
done on the German atom bomb at the time. Franz Göring also told me that the new 
missiles had been tested. According to him, a large town was especially built near 
Auschwitz concentration camp and some 20,000 Jews, mostly women and children, were 
sent to live in it. A single missile was then fired into the settlement. In the ensuing 
explosion, which developed a heat output of 6,000o C at its center, the whole town and the 
entire population were burned to cinders in a flash. 
Werner Grothmann. 2002 interview. Jonastalverein Archive, Arnstadt. p. 31.
Well, it is so: It is known to me that there were four atomic tests. The first still in 1943 in 
the autumn in the North Sea, which failed. Then two in 1944 in the autumn and the late 
autumn. One of them on the ground, that is on a small stand, the later one in the 
atmosphere on a parachute. That one in winter 1944 in the air was highly explosive and the 
charge [fuel] was also larger. That could have been in November. The last test was then 
again with a small charge in March 1945. Where the tests were I would like to not say now, 
because otherwise the population would be unnecessarily upset.
DI 092.-76 FIAT. Periodic Intelligence Report 1. 2 August 1946. TNA FO 1031/59.
Completely unreliable source described the following: ARDENNE made experiments with 
an atom gun (Atomkanone). About Christmas 1944, successful experiments were conducted 
in Pomerania with V-1 and atomic warheads, radio directed. The ensuing crater was 2 km 
in diameter. Because the time for developments was too short nothing more came of it. 
Source has heard this from a man who participated in experiments but inconsiderately died 
in winter of 1945. It has not been possible to verify this statement from any other source 
although rumours to this effect, although with different names, have been persistent.

Gezo Mansfeldt to Hans Münch. 5 December 1946. US Holocaust Memorial Museum, RG-
15.169M (1998.A.0247) microfilm reel 8.
The next day was uneventful, and on 27 January [1945], 4:00 in the afternoon the first 
Russian vanguard marched through the Auschwitz camp. Thus we approximately 3,000 
men—physicians, nurses, and patients—were free… I was the only living witness who knew 
about the Hygiene Institute information and so I was at least 2–3 times weekly interviewed 
and had to drive to Raisko several times, but now in the fine car, and show everything 
there. The various scientific commissions were difficult to convince that poison gas and the 
like was not produced there, and what was actually suspected was clear to me only much 
later, when I learned of the atomic bomb tests.
U.S. Embassy Warsaw. 12 Aug. 1947. MIS-390731. Subject: Plants producing heavy water.  
NARA RG 319, Entry 85A, Box 2534, Folder 390731–390740.
It is believed that no plants designed specially for the production of heavy water exist in 
Poland [in 1947]. It is reliably reported that the Germans built one such plant near 
OSWIECIM (Auschwitz) but that it was destroyed or moved out by the SOVIETS in 1945.
PW Intelligence Bulletin No. 2/25. 9 January 1945. AFHRA A5186, frames 0023-0027.
Location. The factory, commonly known as Bunawerke MONOWITZ, houses the two 
firms BUNA and IG FARBEN. Completely underground, it can nevertheless be located 
easily by six large wooden barracks, used as quarters for foremen and head mechanics, and 
situated atop a hill. Personnel. Employed in the factory are appr 30,000 workers, all 
political prisoners whose work is supervised by SS guards. The workers--Poles, Russians, 
Czechs, and Jews--march to and from the factory from the nearby concentration camp at 
AUSCHWITZ, where a total of 680,000 prisoners are detained.
Joseph Borkin. 1978. The Crime and Punishment of I. G. Farben. Free Press. p. 127.
From the bare records available, 300,000 concentration camp workers passed through I.G. 
Auschwitz of whom at least 25,000 were worked to death. The plants when completed were 
so enormous that they used more electricity than the entire city of Berlin… Despite the 
investment of almost 900 million Reichsmarks and thousands of lives, only a modest stream 
of fuel and not a single pound of Buna rubber was ever produced.
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And certain experiments were also conducted and certain researches conducted in atomic 
energy, were they not?... Now, I have certain information, which was placed in my hands, 
of an experiment which was carried out near Auschwitz and I would like to ask you if you 
heard about it or knew about it. The purpose of the experiment was to find a quick and 
complete way of destroying people without the delay and trouble of shooting and gassing 
and burning, as it had been carried out, and this is the experiment, as I am advised. A 
village, a small village was provisionally erected, with temporary structures, and in it 
approximately 20,000 Jews were put. By means of this newly invented weapon of 
destruction, these 20,000 people were eradicated almost instantaneously, and in such a way 
that there was no trace left of them; that it developed, the explosive developed, 
temperatures of from 400[0] to 500[0] centigrade and destroyed them without leaving any 
trace at all. Do you know about that experiment?
Felix Kersten. 1947. Memoirs of Doctor Felix Kersten. Doubleday. pp. 256-258.
Kriminalrat Obersturmfuehrer Göring… said that a village had been built near Auschwitz 
for experimental purposes. They wanted to “try out” the new weapon. For the purpose, 
twenty thousand Jewish men, women, and children had been brought to live in this village. 
A single shell had been fired on the settlement. It had caused six thousand degrees of heat, 
and the whole village--houses, human beings, and animals included--was burnt to ashes. 
Obviously, as I see it now in retrospect, the Germans had nearly completed their atomic 
bomb and were almost ready to use it on the enemy when the encirclement of Berlin was 
complete.
Wilhelm Wulff. 1973. Zodiac and Swastika. Coward McCann & Geoghegan. pp. 160-161.
[Himmler] went on to talk about a quite different missile, one of incredible power. Cities 
like New York and London, he said, could be wiped off the face of the earth with the help of 
this new weapon… What he had told me was basically true, for work was already being 
done on the German atom bomb at the time. Franz Göring also told me that the new 
missiles had been tested. According to him, a large town was especially built near 
Auschwitz concentration camp and some 20,000 Jews, mostly women and children, were 
sent to live in it. A single missile was then fired into the settlement. In the ensuing 
explosion, which developed a heat output of 6,000o C at its center, the whole town and the 
entire population were burned to cinders in a flash. 
Werner Grothmann. 2002 interview. Jonastalverein Archive, Arnstadt. p. 31.
Well, it is so: It is known to me that there were four atomic tests. The first still in 1943 in 
the autumn in the North Sea, which failed. Then two in 1944 in the autumn and the late 
autumn. One of them on the ground, that is on a small stand, the later one in the 
atmosphere on a parachute. That one in winter 1944 in the air was highly explosive and the 
charge [fuel] was also larger. That could have been in November. The last test was then 
again with a small charge in March 1945. Where the tests were I would like to not say now, 
because otherwise the population would be unnecessarily upset.
DI 092.-76 FIAT. Periodic Intelligence Report 1. 2 August 1946. TNA FO 1031/59.
Completely unreliable source described the following: ARDENNE made experiments with 
an atom gun (Atomkanone). About Christmas 1944, successful experiments were conducted 
in Pomerania with V-1 and atomic warheads, radio directed. The ensuing crater was 2 km 
in diameter. Because the time for developments was too short nothing more came of it. 
Source has heard this from a man who participated in experiments but inconsiderately died 
in winter of 1945. It has not been possible to verify this statement from any other source 
although rumours to this effect, although with different names, have been persistent.

Gezo Mansfeldt to Hans Münch. 5 December 1946. US Holocaust Memorial Museum, RG-
15.169M (1998.A.0247) microfilm reel 8.
The next day was uneventful, and on 27 January [1945], 4:00 in the afternoon the first 
Russian vanguard marched through the Auschwitz camp. Thus we approximately 3,000 
men—physicians, nurses, and patients—were free… I was the only living witness who knew 
about the Hygiene Institute information and so I was at least 2–3 times weekly interviewed 
and had to drive to Raisko several times, but now in the fine car, and show everything 
there. The various scientific commissions were difficult to convince that poison gas and the 
like was not produced there, and what was actually suspected was clear to me only much 
later, when I learned of the atomic bomb tests.
U.S. Embassy Warsaw. 12 Aug. 1947. MIS-390731. Subject: Plants producing heavy water.  
NARA RG 319, Entry 85A, Box 2534, Folder 390731–390740.
It is believed that no plants designed specially for the production of heavy water exist in 
Poland [in 1947]. It is reliably reported that the Germans built one such plant near 
OSWIECIM (Auschwitz) but that it was destroyed or moved out by the SOVIETS in 1945.
PW Intelligence Bulletin No. 2/25. 9 January 1945. AFHRA A5186, frames 0023-0027.
Location. The factory, commonly known as Bunawerke MONOWITZ, houses the two 
firms BUNA and IG FARBEN. Completely underground, it can nevertheless be located 
easily by six large wooden barracks, used as quarters for foremen and head mechanics, and 
situated atop a hill. Personnel. Employed in the factory are appr 30,000 workers, all 
political prisoners whose work is supervised by SS guards. The workers--Poles, Russians, 
Czechs, and Jews--march to and from the factory from the nearby concentration camp at 
AUSCHWITZ, where a total of 680,000 prisoners are detained.
Joseph Borkin. 1978. The Crime and Punishment of I. G. Farben. Free Press. p. 127.
From the bare records available, 300,000 concentration camp workers passed through I.G. 
Auschwitz of whom at least 25,000 were worked to death. The plants when completed were 
so enormous that they used more electricity than the entire city of Berlin… Despite the 
investment of almost 900 million Reichsmarks and thousands of lives, only a modest stream 
of fuel and not a single pound of Buna rubber was ever produced.
Edmund Tilley. 19 Aug. 1947. NARA RG 319, Entry A1-134A, Box 29, Operation Oberjoch
Prof. Dr. NIELS [Walter Nielsch?], now said to be in the United States, was, according to 
[censored,] concerned with chemical and atomic problems at TUCHELER HEIDE and 
produced a number of atomic bombs, weighing from 1 to 5 kilograms. NIELS should be 
traced and questioned in detail.

11. Reported ~November 1944 Test Explosion in Poland



Robert Jackson to Albert Speer. 21 June 1946. avalon.law.yale.edu/imt/06-21-46.asp
And certain experiments were also conducted and certain researches conducted in atomic 
energy, were they not?... Now, I have certain information, which was placed in my hands, 
of an experiment which was carried out near Auschwitz and I would like to ask you if you 
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complete way of destroying people without the delay and trouble of shooting and gassing 
and burning, as it had been carried out, and this is the experiment, as I am advised. A 
village, a small village was provisionally erected, with temporary structures, and in it 
approximately 20,000 Jews were put. By means of this newly invented weapon of 
destruction, these 20,000 people were eradicated almost instantaneously, and in such a way 
that there was no trace left of them; that it developed, the explosive developed, 
temperatures of from 400[0] to 500[0] centigrade and destroyed them without leaving any 
trace at all. Do you know about that experiment?
Felix Kersten. 1947. Memoirs of Doctor Felix Kersten. Doubleday. pp. 256-258.
Kriminalrat Obersturmfuehrer Göring… said that a village had been built near Auschwitz 
for experimental purposes. They wanted to “try out” the new weapon. For the purpose, 
twenty thousand Jewish men, women, and children had been brought to live in this village. 
A single shell had been fired on the settlement. It had caused six thousand degrees of heat, 
and the whole village--houses, human beings, and animals included--was burnt to ashes. 
Obviously, as I see it now in retrospect, the Germans had nearly completed their atomic 
bomb and were almost ready to use it on the enemy when the encirclement of Berlin was 
complete.
Wilhelm Wulff. 1973. Zodiac and Swastika. Coward McCann & Geoghegan. pp. 160-161.
[Himmler] went on to talk about a quite different missile, one of incredible power. Cities 
like New York and London, he said, could be wiped off the face of the earth with the help of 
this new weapon… What he had told me was basically true, for work was already being 
done on the German atom bomb at the time. Franz Göring also told me that the new 
missiles had been tested. According to him, a large town was especially built near 
Auschwitz concentration camp and some 20,000 Jews, mostly women and children, were 
sent to live in it. A single missile was then fired into the settlement. In the ensuing 
explosion, which developed a heat output of 6,000o C at its center, the whole town and the 
entire population were burned to cinders in a flash. 
Werner Grothmann. 2002 interview. Jonastalverein Archive, Arnstadt. p. 31.
Well, it is so: It is known to me that there were four atomic tests. The first still in 1943 in 
the autumn in the North Sea, which failed. Then two in 1944 in the autumn and the late 
autumn. One of them on the ground, that is on a small stand, the later one in the 
atmosphere on a parachute. That one in winter 1944 in the air was highly explosive and the 
charge [fuel] was also larger. That could have been in November. The last test was then 
again with a small charge in March 1945. Where the tests were I would like to not say now, 
because otherwise the population would be unnecessarily upset.
DI 092.-76 FIAT. Periodic Intelligence Report 1. 2 August 1946. TNA FO 1031/59.
Completely unreliable source described the following: ARDENNE made experiments with 
an atom gun (Atomkanone). About Christmas 1944, successful experiments were conducted 
in Pomerania with V-1 and atomic warheads, radio directed. The ensuing crater was 2 km 
in diameter. Because the time for developments was too short nothing more came of it. 
Source has heard this from a man who participated in experiments but inconsiderately died 
in winter of 1945. It has not been possible to verify this statement from any other source 
although rumours to this effect, although with different names, have been persistent.

Gezo Mansfeldt to Hans Münch. 5 December 1946. US Holocaust Memorial Museum, RG-
15.169M (1998.A.0247) microfilm reel 8.
The next day was uneventful, and on 27 January [1945], 4:00 in the afternoon the first 
Russian vanguard marched through the Auschwitz camp. Thus we approximately 3,000 
men—physicians, nurses, and patients—were free… I was the only living witness who knew 
about the Hygiene Institute information and so I was at least 2–3 times weekly interviewed 
and had to drive to Raisko several times, but now in the fine car, and show everything 
there. The various scientific commissions were difficult to convince that poison gas and the 
like was not produced there, and what was actually suspected was clear to me only much 
later, when I learned of the atomic bomb tests.
U.S. Embassy Warsaw. 12 Aug. 1947. MIS-390731. Subject: Plants producing heavy water.  
NARA RG 319, Entry 85A, Box 2534, Folder 390731–390740.
It is believed that no plants designed specially for the production of heavy water exist in 
Poland [in 1947]. It is reliably reported that the Germans built one such plant near 
OSWIECIM (Auschwitz) but that it was destroyed or moved out by the SOVIETS in 1945.
PW Intelligence Bulletin No. 2/25. 9 January 1945. AFHRA A5186, frames 0023-0027.
Location. The factory, commonly known as Bunawerke MONOWITZ, houses the two 
firms BUNA and IG FARBEN. Completely underground, it can nevertheless be located 
easily by six large wooden barracks, used as quarters for foremen and head mechanics, and 
situated atop a hill. Personnel. Employed in the factory are appr 30,000 workers, all 
political prisoners whose work is supervised by SS guards. The workers--Poles, Russians, 
Czechs, and Jews--march to and from the factory from the nearby concentration camp at 
AUSCHWITZ, where a total of 680,000 prisoners are detained.
Joseph Borkin. 1978. The Crime and Punishment of I. G. Farben. Free Press. p. 127.
From the bare records available, 300,000 concentration camp workers passed through I.G. 
Auschwitz of whom at least 25,000 were worked to death. The plants when completed were 
so enormous that they used more electricity than the entire city of Berlin… Despite the 
investment of almost 900 million Reichsmarks and thousands of lives, only a modest stream 
of fuel and not a single pound of Buna rubber was ever produced.
Edmund Tilley. 19 Aug. 1947. NARA RG 319, Entry A1-134A, Box 29, Operation Oberjoch
Prof. Dr. NIELS [Walter Nielsch?], now said to be in the United States, was, according to 
[censored,] concerned with chemical and atomic problems at TUCHELER HEIDE and 
produced a number of atomic bombs, weighing from 1 to 5 kilograms. NIELS should be 
traced and questioned in detail.
Top Secret Cable from Warsaw to Secretary of State. 7 March 1946. NARA RG 77, Entry 
UD-22A, Box 160, Folder 205.2 Cables Incoming, Top Secret.
Information has been given this Embassy by a capable young engineer working in the zinc 
industry, that one of the best if not the only material for atomic bomb containers is 
cadmium. According to the informant the cadmium output of Poland in 1945 amounted to 
49.15 tons, and in January of 1946 to 10.9 tons. In 1945 there was exported to Russia the 
total Polish cadmium output. End  ACTION: General Groves
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Robert Jackson to Albert Speer. 21 June 1946. avalon.law.yale.edu/imt/06-21-46.asp
And certain experiments were also conducted and certain researches conducted in atomic 
energy, were they not?... Now, I have certain information, which was placed in my hands, 
of an experiment which was carried out near Auschwitz and I would like to ask you if you 
heard about it or knew about it. The purpose of the experiment was to find a quick and 
complete way of destroying people without the delay and trouble of shooting and gassing 
and burning, as it had been carried out, and this is the experiment, as I am advised. A 
village, a small village was provisionally erected, with temporary structures, and in it 
approximately 20,000 Jews were put. By means of this newly invented weapon of 
destruction, these 20,000 people were eradicated almost instantaneously, and in such a way 
that there was no trace left of them; that it developed, the explosive developed, 
temperatures of from 400[0] to 500[0] centigrade and destroyed them without leaving any 
trace at all. Do you know about that experiment?
Felix Kersten. 1947. Memoirs of Doctor Felix Kersten. Doubleday. pp. 256-258.
Kriminalrat Obersturmfuehrer Göring… said that a village had been built near Auschwitz 
for experimental purposes. They wanted to “try out” the new weapon. For the purpose, 
twenty thousand Jewish men, women, and children had been brought to live in this village. 
A single shell had been fired on the settlement. It had caused six thousand degrees of heat, 
and the whole village--houses, human beings, and animals included--was burnt to ashes. 
Obviously, as I see it now in retrospect, the Germans had nearly completed their atomic 
bomb and were almost ready to use it on the enemy when the encirclement of Berlin was 
complete.
Wilhelm Wulff. 1973. Zodiac and Swastika. Coward McCann & Geoghegan. pp. 160-161.
[Himmler] went on to talk about a quite different missile, one of incredible power. Cities 
like New York and London, he said, could be wiped off the face of the earth with the help of 
this new weapon… What he had told me was basically true, for work was already being 
done on the German atom bomb at the time. Franz Göring also told me that the new 
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Auschwitz concentration camp and some 20,000 Jews, mostly women and children, were 
sent to live in it. A single missile was then fired into the settlement. In the ensuing 
explosion, which developed a heat output of 6,000o C at its center, the whole town and the 
entire population were burned to cinders in a flash. 
Werner Grothmann. 2002 interview. Jonastalverein Archive, Arnstadt. p. 31.
Well, it is so: It is known to me that there were four atomic tests. The first still in 1943 in 
the autumn in the North Sea, which failed. Then two in 1944 in the autumn and the late 
autumn. One of them on the ground, that is on a small stand, the later one in the 
atmosphere on a parachute. That one in winter 1944 in the air was highly explosive and the 
charge [fuel] was also larger. That could have been in November. The last test was then 
again with a small charge in March 1945. Where the tests were I would like to not say now, 
because otherwise the population would be unnecessarily upset.
DI 092.-76 FIAT. Periodic Intelligence Report 1. 2 August 1946. TNA FO 1031/59.
Completely unreliable source described the following: ARDENNE made experiments with 
an atom gun (Atomkanone). About Christmas 1944, successful experiments were conducted 
in Pomerania with V-1 and atomic warheads, radio directed. The ensuing crater was 2 km 
in diameter. Because the time for developments was too short nothing more came of it. 
Source has heard this from a man who participated in experiments but inconsiderately died 
in winter of 1945. It has not been possible to verify this statement from any other source 
although rumours to this effect, although with different names, have been persistent.

Gezo Mansfeldt to Hans Münch. 5 December 1946. US Holocaust Memorial Museum, RG-
15.169M (1998.A.0247) microfilm reel 8.
The next day was uneventful, and on 27 January [1945], 4:00 in the afternoon the first 
Russian vanguard marched through the Auschwitz camp. Thus we approximately 3,000 
men—physicians, nurses, and patients—were free… I was the only living witness who knew 
about the Hygiene Institute information and so I was at least 2–3 times weekly interviewed 
and had to drive to Raisko several times, but now in the fine car, and show everything 
there. The various scientific commissions were difficult to convince that poison gas and the 
like was not produced there, and what was actually suspected was clear to me only much 
later, when I learned of the atomic bomb tests.
U.S. Embassy Warsaw. 12 Aug. 1947. MIS-390731. Subject: Plants producing heavy water.  
NARA RG 319, Entry 85A, Box 2534, Folder 390731–390740.
It is believed that no plants designed specially for the production of heavy water exist in 
Poland [in 1947]. It is reliably reported that the Germans built one such plant near 
OSWIECIM (Auschwitz) but that it was destroyed or moved out by the SOVIETS in 1945.
PW Intelligence Bulletin No. 2/25. 9 January 1945. AFHRA A5186, frames 0023-0027.
Location. The factory, commonly known as Bunawerke MONOWITZ, houses the two 
firms BUNA and IG FARBEN. Completely underground, it can nevertheless be located 
easily by six large wooden barracks, used as quarters for foremen and head mechanics, and 
situated atop a hill. Personnel. Employed in the factory are appr 30,000 workers, all 
political prisoners whose work is supervised by SS guards. The workers--Poles, Russians, 
Czechs, and Jews--march to and from the factory from the nearby concentration camp at 
AUSCHWITZ, where a total of 680,000 prisoners are detained.
Joseph Borkin. 1978. The Crime and Punishment of I. G. Farben. Free Press. p. 127.
From the bare records available, 300,000 concentration camp workers passed through I.G. 
Auschwitz of whom at least 25,000 were worked to death. The plants when completed were 
so enormous that they used more electricity than the entire city of Berlin… Despite the 
investment of almost 900 million Reichsmarks and thousands of lives, only a modest stream 
of fuel and not a single pound of Buna rubber was ever produced.
Edmund Tilley. 19 Aug. 1947. NARA RG 319, Entry A1-134A, Box 29, Operation Oberjoch
Prof. Dr. NIELS [Walter Nielsch?], now said to be in the United States, was, according to 
[censored,] concerned with chemical and atomic problems at TUCHELER HEIDE and 
produced a number of atomic bombs, weighing from 1 to 5 kilograms. NIELS should be 
traced and questioned in detail.
Top Secret Cable from Warsaw to Secretary of State. 7 March 1946. NARA RG 77, Entry 
UD-22A, Box 160, Folder 205.2 Cables Incoming, Top Secret.
Information has been given this Embassy by a capable young engineer working in the zinc 
industry, that one of the best if not the only material for atomic bomb containers is 
cadmium. According to the informant the cadmium output of Poland in 1945 amounted to 
49.15 tons, and in January of 1946 to 10.9 tons. In 1945 there was exported to Russia the 
total Polish cadmium output. End  ACTION: General Groves
R. W. Shaw to L. E. Seeman. 5 December 1946. NARA RG 77, Entry UD-22A, Box 171, 
Folder 32.60-2 Germany: Summary Reports (1945-1946).
[Otto] Hahn said that a rumour which went the rounds in Germany about six months 
before the capitulation was equally untrue. According to this rumour, atom bomb tests had 
been carried out in Poland during the last year of the war which were supposed to have had 
an effect similar to the first atom bomb dropped on Hiroshima though on a considerably 
smaller scale.   [For more information see Forgotten Creators D.11.]
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12. Reported March 1945 Test Explosions in Thuringia
Ivan Ilyichev. 15 November 1944. GARF, Fund 93, Division 81 (45), List 37.
Our trustworthy source in Germany reports: “The Germans are preparing to conduct tests of a new 
secret weapon, which has a large destructive power. The test explosion of a bomb of unusual 
construction is being prepared under highest secrecy in Thuringia. For the preparations of the tests 
the local residents are supposed to be transported away by an SS detail; the whole operation is 
reported to be undertaken in strictest secrecy. The explosions are supposed to take place in a wooded 
area. For that, special roads to the presumptive test site are being created. The bomb to be tested has a 
diameter of one and a half meters. It consists of several hollow spheres that nest inside each other. It 
will be brought to the explosion place with a transporter specially constructed for it. It is still unclear 
when the test is supposed to take place, but the preparations are going at the maximum fastest pace. 
CONCLUSION. In the last months our source has reported more and more often about the feverish 
efforts of the Germans to test ever more powerful weapons and their means of delivery. Probably these 
experiments lead directly to an attempt of the Germans to actually carry out tests of atom bombs, 
about whose existence we have only incomplete, scanty information.”



12. Reported March 1945 Test Explosions in Thuringia
Ivan Ilyichev. 15 November 1944. GARF, Fund 93, Division 81 (45), List 37.
Our trustworthy source in Germany reports: “The Germans are preparing to conduct tests of a new 
secret weapon, which has a large destructive power. The test explosion of a bomb of unusual 
construction is being prepared under highest secrecy in Thuringia. For the preparations of the tests 
the local residents are supposed to be transported away by an SS detail; the whole operation is 
reported to be undertaken in strictest secrecy. The explosions are supposed to take place in a wooded 
area. For that, special roads to the presumptive test site are being created. The bomb to be tested has a 
diameter of one and a half meters. It consists of several hollow spheres that nest inside each other. It 
will be brought to the explosion place with a transporter specially constructed for it. It is still unclear 
when the test is supposed to take place, but the preparations are going at the maximum fastest pace. 
CONCLUSION. In the last months our source has reported more and more often about the feverish 
efforts of the Germans to test ever more powerful weapons and their means of delivery. Probably these 
experiments lead directly to an attempt of the Germans to actually carry out tests of atom bombs, 
about whose existence we have only incomplete, scanty information.”
Ivan Ilyichev. 23 March 1945. GARF, Fund 93, Division 81 (45), List 37.
Our trustworthy source from Germany reports: The Germans have in recent times carried out two 
large-capacity bomb explosions in Thuringia. The explosions took place in a forest area, under 
conditions of strictest secrecy. Trees fell at a distance of 500–600 meters from the center of the 
explosion. Buildings and fortifications specially constructed for the tests have been destroyed. 
Prisoners of war who were near the epicenter of the explosion died, often without leaving a trace. 
Prisoners of war who were in the area beyond the center of the explosion have burns on their face and 
body, the strength of which depends on their position in relation to the epicenter of the explosion. The 
tests were carried out in a remote deserted area. The regime of secrecy at the test site was at maximum 
level. Entrance and exit from the territory are by special pass only. SS soldiers have surrounded the 
area of tests and interrogated any person approaching the area. The bomb, supposedly filled with 
uranium 235 and weighing approximately two tons, was brought to the test site on a specially 
constructed truck. Dewars of liquid oxygen were delivered together with it. The bomb was 
permanently guarded by 20 guards with dogs. The bomb explosion was accompanied by a large 
explosive wave and high temperature. In addition, a massive radioactive effect was observed. The 
bomb is a sphere with a diameter of 130 cm. The bomb consists of: 1. High-voltage discharge tube, 
which is charged by special generators 2. A sphere made of metal uranium 235 3. A delay mechanism 
[tamper] 4. Protective casing 5. Explosive substance 6. Detonating mechanism 7. Steel casing All parts 
of the bomb fit inside each other.



12. Reported March 1945 Test Explosions in Thuringia
Ivan Ilyichev. 15 November 1944. GARF, Fund 93, Division 81 (45), List 37.
Our trustworthy source in Germany reports: “The Germans are preparing to conduct tests of a new 
secret weapon, which has a large destructive power. The test explosion of a bomb of unusual 
construction is being prepared under highest secrecy in Thuringia. For the preparations of the tests 
the local residents are supposed to be transported away by an SS detail; the whole operation is 
reported to be undertaken in strictest secrecy. The explosions are supposed to take place in a wooded 
area. For that, special roads to the presumptive test site are being created. The bomb to be tested has a 
diameter of one and a half meters. It consists of several hollow spheres that nest inside each other. It 
will be brought to the explosion place with a transporter specially constructed for it. It is still unclear 
when the test is supposed to take place, but the preparations are going at the maximum fastest pace. 
CONCLUSION. In the last months our source has reported more and more often about the feverish 
efforts of the Germans to test ever more powerful weapons and their means of delivery. Probably these 
experiments lead directly to an attempt of the Germans to actually carry out tests of atom bombs, 
about whose existence we have only incomplete, scanty information.”
Ivan Ilyichev. 23 March 1945. GARF, Fund 93, Division 81 (45), List 37.
Our trustworthy source from Germany reports: The Germans have in recent times carried out two 
large-capacity bomb explosions in Thuringia. The explosions took place in a forest area, under 
conditions of strictest secrecy. Trees fell at a distance of 500–600 meters from the center of the 
explosion. Buildings and fortifications specially constructed for the tests have been destroyed. 
Prisoners of war who were near the epicenter of the explosion died, often without leaving a trace. 
Prisoners of war who were in the area beyond the center of the explosion have burns on their face and 
body, the strength of which depends on their position in relation to the epicenter of the explosion. The 
tests were carried out in a remote deserted area. The regime of secrecy at the test site was at maximum 
level. Entrance and exit from the territory are by special pass only. SS soldiers have surrounded the 
area of tests and interrogated any person approaching the area. The bomb, supposedly filled with 
uranium 235 and weighing approximately two tons, was brought to the test site on a specially 
constructed truck. Dewars of liquid oxygen were delivered together with it. The bomb was 
permanently guarded by 20 guards with dogs. The bomb explosion was accompanied by a large 
explosive wave and high temperature. In addition, a massive radioactive effect was observed. The 
bomb is a sphere with a diameter of 130 cm. The bomb consists of: 1. High-voltage discharge tube, 
which is charged by special generators 2. A sphere made of metal uranium 235 3. A delay mechanism 
[tamper] 4. Protective casing 5. Explosive substance 6. Detonating mechanism 7. Steel casing All parts 
of the bomb fit inside each other.
Igor Kurchatov to Ivan Ilyichev. 30 March 1945. In L. D. Riabev. 2002. Atomnii Projekt SSR 1938--
1945. Vol. 1, Part 2. Moscow. pp. 260--261.
The material is extremely interesting. It contains a description of the construction of a German atomic 
bomb, which is intended to be transported by a carrier rocket of the type “V.” ... All of these design 
details are very credible and agree overall with those according to us that underlie the project of an 
atomic bomb. It should be noted that I am not totally convinced on the basis of the reviewed material 
that the Germans have actually made experiments with an atomic bomb. The level of destruction of a 
nuclear bomb would be greater than stated, and spread over several kilometers and not just a few 
hundred meters. The events mentioned in the documents may be preparatory tests with nuclear 
weapon designs, but conducted without U235 explosive. It would be desirable to obtain additional 
information about the course of the experiments, in order to get a more precise location and to obtain a 
sample of the uranium 235. 
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experiments lead directly to an attempt of the Germans to actually carry out tests of atom bombs, 
about whose existence we have only incomplete, scanty information.”
Ivan Ilyichev. 23 March 1945. GARF, Fund 93, Division 81 (45), List 37.
Our trustworthy source from Germany reports: The Germans have in recent times carried out two 
large-capacity bomb explosions in Thuringia. The explosions took place in a forest area, under 
conditions of strictest secrecy. Trees fell at a distance of 500–600 meters from the center of the 
explosion. Buildings and fortifications specially constructed for the tests have been destroyed. 
Prisoners of war who were near the epicenter of the explosion died, often without leaving a trace. 
Prisoners of war who were in the area beyond the center of the explosion have burns on their face and 
body, the strength of which depends on their position in relation to the epicenter of the explosion. The 
tests were carried out in a remote deserted area. The regime of secrecy at the test site was at maximum 
level. Entrance and exit from the territory are by special pass only. SS soldiers have surrounded the 
area of tests and interrogated any person approaching the area. The bomb, supposedly filled with 
uranium 235 and weighing approximately two tons, was brought to the test site on a specially 
constructed truck. Dewars of liquid oxygen were delivered together with it. The bomb was 
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which is charged by special generators 2. A sphere made of metal uranium 235 3. A delay mechanism 
[tamper] 4. Protective casing 5. Explosive substance 6. Detonating mechanism 7. Steel casing All parts 
of the bomb fit inside each other.
Igor Kurchatov to Ivan Ilyichev. 30 March 1945. In L. D. Riabev. 2002. Atomnii Projekt SSR 1938--
1945. Vol. 1, Part 2. Moscow. pp. 260--261.
The material is extremely interesting. It contains a description of the construction of a German atomic 
bomb, which is intended to be transported by a carrier rocket of the type “V.” ... All of these design 
details are very credible and agree overall with those according to us that underlie the project of an 
atomic bomb. It should be noted that I am not totally convinced on the basis of the reviewed material 
that the Germans have actually made experiments with an atomic bomb. The level of destruction of a 
nuclear bomb would be greater than stated, and spread over several kilometers and not just a few 
hundred meters. The events mentioned in the documents may be preparatory tests with nuclear 
weapon designs, but conducted without U235 explosive. It would be desirable to obtain additional 
information about the course of the experiments, in order to get a more precise location and to obtain a 
sample of the uranium 235. 
Summary of interrogation of Robert Döpel. 1946. GARF, courtesy of Rainer Karlsch.
Some information related to materials of Prof. Döpel about extremely powerful atomic bombs and an 
atomic heat source for energy-generating machines… It is noted that the problem of a uranium bomb 
has been developed to the point of testing on a [military] base.
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Ivan Ilyichev. 15 November 1944. GARF, Fund 93, Division 81 (45), List 37.
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about whose existence we have only incomplete, scanty information.”
Ivan Ilyichev. 23 March 1945. GARF, Fund 93, Division 81 (45), List 37.
Our trustworthy source from Germany reports: The Germans have in recent times carried out two 
large-capacity bomb explosions in Thuringia. The explosions took place in a forest area, under 
conditions of strictest secrecy. Trees fell at a distance of 500–600 meters from the center of the 
explosion. Buildings and fortifications specially constructed for the tests have been destroyed. 
Prisoners of war who were near the epicenter of the explosion died, often without leaving a trace. 
Prisoners of war who were in the area beyond the center of the explosion have burns on their face and 
body, the strength of which depends on their position in relation to the epicenter of the explosion. The 
tests were carried out in a remote deserted area. The regime of secrecy at the test site was at maximum 
level. Entrance and exit from the territory are by special pass only. SS soldiers have surrounded the 
area of tests and interrogated any person approaching the area. The bomb, supposedly filled with 
uranium 235 and weighing approximately two tons, was brought to the test site on a specially 
constructed truck. Dewars of liquid oxygen were delivered together with it. The bomb was 
permanently guarded by 20 guards with dogs. The bomb explosion was accompanied by a large 
explosive wave and high temperature. In addition, a massive radioactive effect was observed. The 
bomb is a sphere with a diameter of 130 cm. The bomb consists of: 1. High-voltage discharge tube, 
which is charged by special generators 2. A sphere made of metal uranium 235 3. A delay mechanism 
[tamper] 4. Protective casing 5. Explosive substance 6. Detonating mechanism 7. Steel casing All parts 
of the bomb fit inside each other.
Igor Kurchatov to Ivan Ilyichev. 30 March 1945. In L. D. Riabev. 2002. Atomnii Projekt SSR 1938--
1945. Vol. 1, Part 2. Moscow. pp. 260--261.
The material is extremely interesting. It contains a description of the construction of a German atomic 
bomb, which is intended to be transported by a carrier rocket of the type “V.” ... All of these design 
details are very credible and agree overall with those according to us that underlie the project of an 
atomic bomb. It should be noted that I am not totally convinced on the basis of the reviewed material 
that the Germans have actually made experiments with an atomic bomb. The level of destruction of a 
nuclear bomb would be greater than stated, and spread over several kilometers and not just a few 
hundred meters. The events mentioned in the documents may be preparatory tests with nuclear 
weapon designs, but conducted without U235 explosive. It would be desirable to obtain additional 
information about the course of the experiments, in order to get a more precise location and to obtain a 
sample of the uranium 235. 
Summary of interrogation of Robert Döpel. 1946. GARF, courtesy of Rainer Karlsch.
Some information related to materials of Prof. Döpel about extremely powerful atomic bombs and an 
atomic heat source for energy-generating machines… It is noted that the problem of a uranium bomb 
has been developed to the point of testing on a [military] base.
Georgy Flerov to Igor Kurchatov. Ca 21 May 1945. In L. D. Riabev. 2002. Atomnii Projekt SSR 1938--
1945. Vol. 1, Part 2. Moscow. pp. 310--311.
Today or tomorrow we are going to fly in the direction that you know. I am taking with me 
Dubovsky’s [Geiger] instrument, but its sensitivity is probably too low. If we determine on site that 
there are objects of interest for examination and sensitivity of the instrument is the issue, I'll send you 
a cable. You will have to assign Stoljarenko or Davidenko (if he gets back by then) to this work. 
Instruct them to assemble the instrument in the lightweight option: powered from the mains by 220 
volts... Along with the instrument, let them pack the tables for finding the appropriate half lives...



12. Reported March 1945 Test Explosions in Thuringia
Ivan Ilyichev. 15 November 1944. GARF, Fund 93, Division 81 (45), List 37.
Our trustworthy source in Germany reports: “The Germans are preparing to conduct tests of a new 
secret weapon, which has a large destructive power. The test explosion of a bomb of unusual 
construction is being prepared under highest secrecy in Thuringia. For the preparations of the tests 
the local residents are supposed to be transported away by an SS detail; the whole operation is 
reported to be undertaken in strictest secrecy. The explosions are supposed to take place in a wooded 
area. For that, special roads to the presumptive test site are being created. The bomb to be tested has a 
diameter of one and a half meters. It consists of several hollow spheres that nest inside each other. It 
will be brought to the explosion place with a transporter specially constructed for it. It is still unclear 
when the test is supposed to take place, but the preparations are going at the maximum fastest pace. 
CONCLUSION. In the last months our source has reported more and more often about the feverish 
efforts of the Germans to test ever more powerful weapons and their means of delivery. Probably these 
experiments lead directly to an attempt of the Germans to actually carry out tests of atom bombs, 
about whose existence we have only incomplete, scanty information.”
Ivan Ilyichev. 23 March 1945. GARF, Fund 93, Division 81 (45), List 37.
Our trustworthy source from Germany reports: The Germans have in recent times carried out two 
large-capacity bomb explosions in Thuringia. The explosions took place in a forest area, under 
conditions of strictest secrecy. Trees fell at a distance of 500–600 meters from the center of the 
explosion. Buildings and fortifications specially constructed for the tests have been destroyed. 
Prisoners of war who were near the epicenter of the explosion died, often without leaving a trace. 
Prisoners of war who were in the area beyond the center of the explosion have burns on their face and 
body, the strength of which depends on their position in relation to the epicenter of the explosion. The 
tests were carried out in a remote deserted area. The regime of secrecy at the test site was at maximum 
level. Entrance and exit from the territory are by special pass only. SS soldiers have surrounded the 
area of tests and interrogated any person approaching the area. The bomb, supposedly filled with 
uranium 235 and weighing approximately two tons, was brought to the test site on a specially 
constructed truck. Dewars of liquid oxygen were delivered together with it. The bomb was 
permanently guarded by 20 guards with dogs. The bomb explosion was accompanied by a large 
explosive wave and high temperature. In addition, a massive radioactive effect was observed. The 
bomb is a sphere with a diameter of 130 cm. The bomb consists of: 1. High-voltage discharge tube, 
which is charged by special generators 2. A sphere made of metal uranium 235 3. A delay mechanism 
[tamper] 4. Protective casing 5. Explosive substance 6. Detonating mechanism 7. Steel casing All parts 
of the bomb fit inside each other.
Igor Kurchatov to Ivan Ilyichev. 30 March 1945. In L. D. Riabev. 2002. Atomnii Projekt SSR 1938--
1945. Vol. 1, Part 2. Moscow. pp. 260--261.
The material is extremely interesting. It contains a description of the construction of a German atomic 
bomb, which is intended to be transported by a carrier rocket of the type “V.” ... All of these design 
details are very credible and agree overall with those according to us that underlie the project of an 
atomic bomb. It should be noted that I am not totally convinced on the basis of the reviewed material 
that the Germans have actually made experiments with an atomic bomb. The level of destruction of a 
nuclear bomb would be greater than stated, and spread over several kilometers and not just a few 
hundred meters. The events mentioned in the documents may be preparatory tests with nuclear 
weapon designs, but conducted without U235 explosive. It would be desirable to obtain additional 
information about the course of the experiments, in order to get a more precise location and to obtain a 
sample of the uranium 235. 
Summary of interrogation of Robert Döpel. 1946. GARF, courtesy of Rainer Karlsch.
Some information related to materials of Prof. Döpel about extremely powerful atomic bombs and an 
atomic heat source for energy-generating machines… It is noted that the problem of a uranium bomb 
has been developed to the point of testing on a [military] base.
Georgy Flerov to Igor Kurchatov. Ca 21 May 1945. In L. D. Riabev. 2002. Atomnii Projekt SSR 1938--
1945. Vol. 1, Part 2. Moscow. pp. 310--311.
Today or tomorrow we are going to fly in the direction that you know. I am taking with me 
Dubovsky’s [Geiger] instrument, but its sensitivity is probably too low. If we determine on site that 
there are objects of interest for examination and sensitivity of the instrument is the issue, I'll send you 
a cable. You will have to assign Stoljarenko or Davidenko (if he gets back by then) to this work. 
Instruct them to assemble the instrument in the lightweight option: powered from the mains by 220 
volts... Along with the instrument, let them pack the tables for finding the appropriate half lives...

Georgy Flerov to Igor Kurchatov. 29 May 1945.  In L. D. Riabev. 2002. Atomnii Projekt SSR 1938--
1945. Vol. 1, Part 2. Moscow. pp. 312-315.
Possibly, you can send somebody from the staff to help me. I think that as a result of such search we 
will be able to find what we need--a person who happened to be there nearby, as there were a lot of 
escapees wandering through forests at the time. If successful, we will get objective confirmation of the 
fact, tantamount to as if we personally had been at that site. This must be done right here and right 
now, because afterwards all people crossing the border are dispersed through camps in Germany and 
then are transferred to the Soviet Union, and then even such an enthusiast as myself would question 
our ability to catch the right people… The second direction is connected to what I wrote you in the 
previous letter. In order to determine finally what was really tested there, we shall of course look after 
artificial, not natural radioactivity. Unfortunately, a lot of time has passed since, but I think that with 
[our instruments] we will be able to attain the required sensitivity.



12. Reported March 1945 Test Explosions in Thuringia
Ivan Ilyichev. 15 November 1944. GARF, Fund 93, Division 81 (45), List 37.
Our trustworthy source in Germany reports: “The Germans are preparing to conduct tests of a new 
secret weapon, which has a large destructive power. The test explosion of a bomb of unusual 
construction is being prepared under highest secrecy in Thuringia. For the preparations of the tests 
the local residents are supposed to be transported away by an SS detail; the whole operation is 
reported to be undertaken in strictest secrecy. The explosions are supposed to take place in a wooded 
area. For that, special roads to the presumptive test site are being created. The bomb to be tested has a 
diameter of one and a half meters. It consists of several hollow spheres that nest inside each other. It 
will be brought to the explosion place with a transporter specially constructed for it. It is still unclear 
when the test is supposed to take place, but the preparations are going at the maximum fastest pace. 
CONCLUSION. In the last months our source has reported more and more often about the feverish 
efforts of the Germans to test ever more powerful weapons and their means of delivery. Probably these 
experiments lead directly to an attempt of the Germans to actually carry out tests of atom bombs, 
about whose existence we have only incomplete, scanty information.”
Ivan Ilyichev. 23 March 1945. GARF, Fund 93, Division 81 (45), List 37.
Our trustworthy source from Germany reports: The Germans have in recent times carried out two 
large-capacity bomb explosions in Thuringia. The explosions took place in a forest area, under 
conditions of strictest secrecy. Trees fell at a distance of 500–600 meters from the center of the 
explosion. Buildings and fortifications specially constructed for the tests have been destroyed. 
Prisoners of war who were near the epicenter of the explosion died, often without leaving a trace. 
Prisoners of war who were in the area beyond the center of the explosion have burns on their face and 
body, the strength of which depends on their position in relation to the epicenter of the explosion. The 
tests were carried out in a remote deserted area. The regime of secrecy at the test site was at maximum 
level. Entrance and exit from the territory are by special pass only. SS soldiers have surrounded the 
area of tests and interrogated any person approaching the area. The bomb, supposedly filled with 
uranium 235 and weighing approximately two tons, was brought to the test site on a specially 
constructed truck. Dewars of liquid oxygen were delivered together with it. The bomb was 
permanently guarded by 20 guards with dogs. The bomb explosion was accompanied by a large 
explosive wave and high temperature. In addition, a massive radioactive effect was observed. The 
bomb is a sphere with a diameter of 130 cm. The bomb consists of: 1. High-voltage discharge tube, 
which is charged by special generators 2. A sphere made of metal uranium 235 3. A delay mechanism 
[tamper] 4. Protective casing 5. Explosive substance 6. Detonating mechanism 7. Steel casing All parts 
of the bomb fit inside each other.
Igor Kurchatov to Ivan Ilyichev. 30 March 1945. In L. D. Riabev. 2002. Atomnii Projekt SSR 1938--
1945. Vol. 1, Part 2. Moscow. pp. 260--261.
The material is extremely interesting. It contains a description of the construction of a German atomic 
bomb, which is intended to be transported by a carrier rocket of the type “V.” ... All of these design 
details are very credible and agree overall with those according to us that underlie the project of an 
atomic bomb. It should be noted that I am not totally convinced on the basis of the reviewed material 
that the Germans have actually made experiments with an atomic bomb. The level of destruction of a 
nuclear bomb would be greater than stated, and spread over several kilometers and not just a few 
hundred meters. The events mentioned in the documents may be preparatory tests with nuclear 
weapon designs, but conducted without U235 explosive. It would be desirable to obtain additional 
information about the course of the experiments, in order to get a more precise location and to obtain a 
sample of the uranium 235. 
Summary of interrogation of Robert Döpel. 1946. GARF, courtesy of Rainer Karlsch.
Some information related to materials of Prof. Döpel about extremely powerful atomic bombs and an 
atomic heat source for energy-generating machines… It is noted that the problem of a uranium bomb 
has been developed to the point of testing on a [military] base.
Georgy Flerov to Igor Kurchatov. Ca 21 May 1945. In L. D. Riabev. 2002. Atomnii Projekt SSR 1938--
1945. Vol. 1, Part 2. Moscow. pp. 310--311.
Today or tomorrow we are going to fly in the direction that you know. I am taking with me 
Dubovsky’s [Geiger] instrument, but its sensitivity is probably too low. If we determine on site that 
there are objects of interest for examination and sensitivity of the instrument is the issue, I'll send you 
a cable. You will have to assign Stoljarenko or Davidenko (if he gets back by then) to this work. 
Instruct them to assemble the instrument in the lightweight option: powered from the mains by 220 
volts... Along with the instrument, let them pack the tables for finding the appropriate half lives...

Georgy Flerov to Igor Kurchatov. 29 May 1945.  In L. D. Riabev. 2002. Atomnii Projekt SSR 1938--
1945. Vol. 1, Part 2. Moscow. pp. 312-315.
Possibly, you can send somebody from the staff to help me. I think that as a result of such search we 
will be able to find what we need--a person who happened to be there nearby, as there were a lot of 
escapees wandering through forests at the time. If successful, we will get objective confirmation of the 
fact, tantamount to as if we personally had been at that site. This must be done right here and right 
now, because afterwards all people crossing the border are dispersed through camps in Germany and 
then are transferred to the Soviet Union, and then even such an enthusiast as myself would question 
our ability to catch the right people… The second direction is connected to what I wrote you in the 
previous letter. In order to determine finally what was really tested there, we shall of course look after 
artificial, not natural radioactivity. Unfortunately, a lot of time has passed since, but I think that with 
[our instruments] we will be able to attain the required sensitivity.
Georgy Zhukov to Joseph Stalin. 2 October 1945. In L. D. Riabev. 2002. Atomnii Projekt SSR 1938--
1945. Vol. II, Part 6. Moscow. pp. 60-64.
Based on the collected materials, it can be concluded that the German scientists in the field of 
theoretical and practical research and application of atomic energy have achieved good results up to 
the creation of the atomic bomb.



12. Reported March 1945 Test Explosions in Thuringia
Ivan Ilyichev. 15 November 1944. GARF, Fund 93, Division 81 (45), List 37.
Our trustworthy source in Germany reports: “The Germans are preparing to conduct tests of a new 
secret weapon, which has a large destructive power. The test explosion of a bomb of unusual 
construction is being prepared under highest secrecy in Thuringia. For the preparations of the tests 
the local residents are supposed to be transported away by an SS detail; the whole operation is 
reported to be undertaken in strictest secrecy. The explosions are supposed to take place in a wooded 
area. For that, special roads to the presumptive test site are being created. The bomb to be tested has a 
diameter of one and a half meters. It consists of several hollow spheres that nest inside each other. It 
will be brought to the explosion place with a transporter specially constructed for it. It is still unclear 
when the test is supposed to take place, but the preparations are going at the maximum fastest pace. 
CONCLUSION. In the last months our source has reported more and more often about the feverish 
efforts of the Germans to test ever more powerful weapons and their means of delivery. Probably these 
experiments lead directly to an attempt of the Germans to actually carry out tests of atom bombs, 
about whose existence we have only incomplete, scanty information.”
Ivan Ilyichev. 23 March 1945. GARF, Fund 93, Division 81 (45), List 37.
Our trustworthy source from Germany reports: The Germans have in recent times carried out two 
large-capacity bomb explosions in Thuringia. The explosions took place in a forest area, under 
conditions of strictest secrecy. Trees fell at a distance of 500–600 meters from the center of the 
explosion. Buildings and fortifications specially constructed for the tests have been destroyed. 
Prisoners of war who were near the epicenter of the explosion died, often without leaving a trace. 
Prisoners of war who were in the area beyond the center of the explosion have burns on their face and 
body, the strength of which depends on their position in relation to the epicenter of the explosion. The 
tests were carried out in a remote deserted area. The regime of secrecy at the test site was at maximum 
level. Entrance and exit from the territory are by special pass only. SS soldiers have surrounded the 
area of tests and interrogated any person approaching the area. The bomb, supposedly filled with 
uranium 235 and weighing approximately two tons, was brought to the test site on a specially 
constructed truck. Dewars of liquid oxygen were delivered together with it. The bomb was 
permanently guarded by 20 guards with dogs. The bomb explosion was accompanied by a large 
explosive wave and high temperature. In addition, a massive radioactive effect was observed. The 
bomb is a sphere with a diameter of 130 cm. The bomb consists of: 1. High-voltage discharge tube, 
which is charged by special generators 2. A sphere made of metal uranium 235 3. A delay mechanism 
[tamper] 4. Protective casing 5. Explosive substance 6. Detonating mechanism 7. Steel casing All parts 
of the bomb fit inside each other.
Igor Kurchatov to Ivan Ilyichev. 30 March 1945. In L. D. Riabev. 2002. Atomnii Projekt SSR 1938--
1945. Vol. 1, Part 2. Moscow. pp. 260--261.
The material is extremely interesting. It contains a description of the construction of a German atomic 
bomb, which is intended to be transported by a carrier rocket of the type “V.” ... All of these design 
details are very credible and agree overall with those according to us that underlie the project of an 
atomic bomb. It should be noted that I am not totally convinced on the basis of the reviewed material 
that the Germans have actually made experiments with an atomic bomb. The level of destruction of a 
nuclear bomb would be greater than stated, and spread over several kilometers and not just a few 
hundred meters. The events mentioned in the documents may be preparatory tests with nuclear 
weapon designs, but conducted without U235 explosive. It would be desirable to obtain additional 
information about the course of the experiments, in order to get a more precise location and to obtain a 
sample of the uranium 235. 
Summary of interrogation of Robert Döpel. 1946. GARF, courtesy of Rainer Karlsch.
Some information related to materials of Prof. Döpel about extremely powerful atomic bombs and an 
atomic heat source for energy-generating machines… It is noted that the problem of a uranium bomb 
has been developed to the point of testing on a [military] base.
Georgy Flerov to Igor Kurchatov. Ca 21 May 1945. In L. D. Riabev. 2002. Atomnii Projekt SSR 1938--
1945. Vol. 1, Part 2. Moscow. pp. 310--311.
Today or tomorrow we are going to fly in the direction that you know. I am taking with me 
Dubovsky’s [Geiger] instrument, but its sensitivity is probably too low. If we determine on site that 
there are objects of interest for examination and sensitivity of the instrument is the issue, I'll send you 
a cable. You will have to assign Stoljarenko or Davidenko (if he gets back by then) to this work. 
Instruct them to assemble the instrument in the lightweight option: powered from the mains by 220 
volts... Along with the instrument, let them pack the tables for finding the appropriate half lives...

Georgy Flerov to Igor Kurchatov. 29 May 1945.  In L. D. Riabev. 2002. Atomnii Projekt SSR 1938--
1945. Vol. 1, Part 2. Moscow. pp. 312-315.
Possibly, you can send somebody from the staff to help me. I think that as a result of such search we 
will be able to find what we need--a person who happened to be there nearby, as there were a lot of 
escapees wandering through forests at the time. If successful, we will get objective confirmation of the 
fact, tantamount to as if we personally had been at that site. This must be done right here and right 
now, because afterwards all people crossing the border are dispersed through camps in Germany and 
then are transferred to the Soviet Union, and then even such an enthusiast as myself would question 
our ability to catch the right people… The second direction is connected to what I wrote you in the 
previous letter. In order to determine finally what was really tested there, we shall of course look after 
artificial, not natural radioactivity. Unfortunately, a lot of time has passed since, but I think that with 
[our instruments] we will be able to attain the required sensitivity.
Georgy Zhukov to Joseph Stalin. 2 October 1945. In L. D. Riabev. 2002. Atomnii Projekt SSR 1938--
1945. Vol. II, Part 6. Moscow. pp. 60-64.
Based on the collected materials, it can be concluded that the German scientists in the field of 
theoretical and practical research and application of atomic energy have achieved good results up to 
the creation of the atomic bomb.
G-2 Periodic Report No. 177. 7 April 1945. NARA RG 407, Entry NM3-427, Box 12342, Folder 604-2.1. 
PW was told by an ordnance man stationed at OHRDRUF that from here a new secret wpn will 
shortly rise (wird steigen).} It is believed that the entire area should be very thoroughly examined for 
new material.



12. Reported March 1945 Test Explosions in Thuringia
Ivan Ilyichev. 15 November 1944. GARF, Fund 93, Division 81 (45), List 37.
Our trustworthy source in Germany reports: “The Germans are preparing to conduct tests of a new 
secret weapon, which has a large destructive power. The test explosion of a bomb of unusual 
construction is being prepared under highest secrecy in Thuringia. For the preparations of the tests 
the local residents are supposed to be transported away by an SS detail; the whole operation is 
reported to be undertaken in strictest secrecy. The explosions are supposed to take place in a wooded 
area. For that, special roads to the presumptive test site are being created. The bomb to be tested has a 
diameter of one and a half meters. It consists of several hollow spheres that nest inside each other. It 
will be brought to the explosion place with a transporter specially constructed for it. It is still unclear 
when the test is supposed to take place, but the preparations are going at the maximum fastest pace. 
CONCLUSION. In the last months our source has reported more and more often about the feverish 
efforts of the Germans to test ever more powerful weapons and their means of delivery. Probably these 
experiments lead directly to an attempt of the Germans to actually carry out tests of atom bombs, 
about whose existence we have only incomplete, scanty information.”
Ivan Ilyichev. 23 March 1945. GARF, Fund 93, Division 81 (45), List 37.
Our trustworthy source from Germany reports: The Germans have in recent times carried out two 
large-capacity bomb explosions in Thuringia. The explosions took place in a forest area, under 
conditions of strictest secrecy. Trees fell at a distance of 500–600 meters from the center of the 
explosion. Buildings and fortifications specially constructed for the tests have been destroyed. 
Prisoners of war who were near the epicenter of the explosion died, often without leaving a trace. 
Prisoners of war who were in the area beyond the center of the explosion have burns on their face and 
body, the strength of which depends on their position in relation to the epicenter of the explosion. The 
tests were carried out in a remote deserted area. The regime of secrecy at the test site was at maximum 
level. Entrance and exit from the territory are by special pass only. SS soldiers have surrounded the 
area of tests and interrogated any person approaching the area. The bomb, supposedly filled with 
uranium 235 and weighing approximately two tons, was brought to the test site on a specially 
constructed truck. Dewars of liquid oxygen were delivered together with it. The bomb was 
permanently guarded by 20 guards with dogs. The bomb explosion was accompanied by a large 
explosive wave and high temperature. In addition, a massive radioactive effect was observed. The 
bomb is a sphere with a diameter of 130 cm. The bomb consists of: 1. High-voltage discharge tube, 
which is charged by special generators 2. A sphere made of metal uranium 235 3. A delay mechanism 
[tamper] 4. Protective casing 5. Explosive substance 6. Detonating mechanism 7. Steel casing All parts 
of the bomb fit inside each other.
Igor Kurchatov to Ivan Ilyichev. 30 March 1945. In L. D. Riabev. 2002. Atomnii Projekt SSR 1938--
1945. Vol. 1, Part 2. Moscow. pp. 260--261.
The material is extremely interesting. It contains a description of the construction of a German atomic 
bomb, which is intended to be transported by a carrier rocket of the type “V.” ... All of these design 
details are very credible and agree overall with those according to us that underlie the project of an 
atomic bomb. It should be noted that I am not totally convinced on the basis of the reviewed material 
that the Germans have actually made experiments with an atomic bomb. The level of destruction of a 
nuclear bomb would be greater than stated, and spread over several kilometers and not just a few 
hundred meters. The events mentioned in the documents may be preparatory tests with nuclear 
weapon designs, but conducted without U235 explosive. It would be desirable to obtain additional 
information about the course of the experiments, in order to get a more precise location and to obtain a 
sample of the uranium 235. 
Summary of interrogation of Robert Döpel. 1946. GARF, courtesy of Rainer Karlsch.
Some information related to materials of Prof. Döpel about extremely powerful atomic bombs and an 
atomic heat source for energy-generating machines… It is noted that the problem of a uranium bomb 
has been developed to the point of testing on a [military] base.
Georgy Flerov to Igor Kurchatov. Ca 21 May 1945. In L. D. Riabev. 2002. Atomnii Projekt SSR 1938--
1945. Vol. 1, Part 2. Moscow. pp. 310--311.
Today or tomorrow we are going to fly in the direction that you know. I am taking with me 
Dubovsky’s [Geiger] instrument, but its sensitivity is probably too low. If we determine on site that 
there are objects of interest for examination and sensitivity of the instrument is the issue, I'll send you 
a cable. You will have to assign Stoljarenko or Davidenko (if he gets back by then) to this work. 
Instruct them to assemble the instrument in the lightweight option: powered from the mains by 220 
volts... Along with the instrument, let them pack the tables for finding the appropriate half lives...

Georgy Flerov to Igor Kurchatov. 29 May 1945.  In L. D. Riabev. 2002. Atomnii Projekt SSR 1938--
1945. Vol. 1, Part 2. Moscow. pp. 312-315.
Possibly, you can send somebody from the staff to help me. I think that as a result of such search we 
will be able to find what we need--a person who happened to be there nearby, as there were a lot of 
escapees wandering through forests at the time. If successful, we will get objective confirmation of the 
fact, tantamount to as if we personally had been at that site. This must be done right here and right 
now, because afterwards all people crossing the border are dispersed through camps in Germany and 
then are transferred to the Soviet Union, and then even such an enthusiast as myself would question 
our ability to catch the right people… The second direction is connected to what I wrote you in the 
previous letter. In order to determine finally what was really tested there, we shall of course look after 
artificial, not natural radioactivity. Unfortunately, a lot of time has passed since, but I think that with 
[our instruments] we will be able to attain the required sensitivity.
Georgy Zhukov to Joseph Stalin. 2 October 1945. In L. D. Riabev. 2002. Atomnii Projekt SSR 1938--
1945. Vol. II, Part 6. Moscow. pp. 60-64.
Based on the collected materials, it can be concluded that the German scientists in the field of 
theoretical and practical research and application of atomic energy have achieved good results up to 
the creation of the atomic bomb.
G-2 Periodic Report No. 177. 7 April 1945. NARA RG 407, Entry NM3-427, Box 12342, Folder 604-2.1. 
PW was told by an ordnance man stationed at OHRDRUF that from here a new secret wpn will 
shortly rise (wird steigen).} It is believed that the entire area should be very thoroughly examined for 
new material.
Oscar W. Koch with Robert G. Hays. 1999. G-2: Intelligence for Patton. Schiffer. pp. 115--118. 
The Third Army intelligence staff would never forget one particular prisoner captured sometime 
earlier who had told us a convincing story. His unit had been working on a new and unusual weapon, 
the PW told interrogators. Then, he said, while he was temporarily away from his post, there had been 
a terrific explosion. Everything at the site was a shambles and trees in a wide area of the surrounding 
forest had been laid low. No aircraft had been near and the blast--the most forceful he ever had 
witnessed--could not possibly have resulted from a bomb. To add even more intrigue, the soldier was 
unable to say just what kind of weapon he had been working on. It was so secret that the individuals in 
his unit never knew the complete story. He knew only enough to be able to carry on his own duties. 
The prisoner knew precisely where he was at the time of the blast. He readily pinpointed the exact 
location on a map. His story aroused great interest in the intelligence section. The Germans had 
already launched V-1 and V-2 rockets, and Hitler had promised a “secret weapon” which would one 
day make its appearance and bring the Allies to their knees. 



12. Reported March 1945 Test Explosions in Thuringia
Ivan Ilyichev. 15 November 1944. GARF, Fund 93, Division 81 (45), List 37.
Our trustworthy source in Germany reports: “The Germans are preparing to conduct tests of a new 
secret weapon, which has a large destructive power. The test explosion of a bomb of unusual 
construction is being prepared under highest secrecy in Thuringia. For the preparations of the tests 
the local residents are supposed to be transported away by an SS detail; the whole operation is 
reported to be undertaken in strictest secrecy. The explosions are supposed to take place in a wooded 
area. For that, special roads to the presumptive test site are being created. The bomb to be tested has a 
diameter of one and a half meters. It consists of several hollow spheres that nest inside each other. It 
will be brought to the explosion place with a transporter specially constructed for it. It is still unclear 
when the test is supposed to take place, but the preparations are going at the maximum fastest pace. 
CONCLUSION. In the last months our source has reported more and more often about the feverish 
efforts of the Germans to test ever more powerful weapons and their means of delivery. Probably these 
experiments lead directly to an attempt of the Germans to actually carry out tests of atom bombs, 
about whose existence we have only incomplete, scanty information.”
Ivan Ilyichev. 23 March 1945. GARF, Fund 93, Division 81 (45), List 37.
Our trustworthy source from Germany reports: The Germans have in recent times carried out two 
large-capacity bomb explosions in Thuringia. The explosions took place in a forest area, under 
conditions of strictest secrecy. Trees fell at a distance of 500–600 meters from the center of the 
explosion. Buildings and fortifications specially constructed for the tests have been destroyed. 
Prisoners of war who were near the epicenter of the explosion died, often without leaving a trace. 
Prisoners of war who were in the area beyond the center of the explosion have burns on their face and 
body, the strength of which depends on their position in relation to the epicenter of the explosion. The 
tests were carried out in a remote deserted area. The regime of secrecy at the test site was at maximum 
level. Entrance and exit from the territory are by special pass only. SS soldiers have surrounded the 
area of tests and interrogated any person approaching the area. The bomb, supposedly filled with 
uranium 235 and weighing approximately two tons, was brought to the test site on a specially 
constructed truck. Dewars of liquid oxygen were delivered together with it. The bomb was 
permanently guarded by 20 guards with dogs. The bomb explosion was accompanied by a large 
explosive wave and high temperature. In addition, a massive radioactive effect was observed. The 
bomb is a sphere with a diameter of 130 cm. The bomb consists of: 1. High-voltage discharge tube, 
which is charged by special generators 2. A sphere made of metal uranium 235 3. A delay mechanism 
[tamper] 4. Protective casing 5. Explosive substance 6. Detonating mechanism 7. Steel casing All parts 
of the bomb fit inside each other.
Igor Kurchatov to Ivan Ilyichev. 30 March 1945. In L. D. Riabev. 2002. Atomnii Projekt SSR 1938--
1945. Vol. 1, Part 2. Moscow. pp. 260--261.
The material is extremely interesting. It contains a description of the construction of a German atomic 
bomb, which is intended to be transported by a carrier rocket of the type “V.” ... All of these design 
details are very credible and agree overall with those according to us that underlie the project of an 
atomic bomb. It should be noted that I am not totally convinced on the basis of the reviewed material 
that the Germans have actually made experiments with an atomic bomb. The level of destruction of a 
nuclear bomb would be greater than stated, and spread over several kilometers and not just a few 
hundred meters. The events mentioned in the documents may be preparatory tests with nuclear 
weapon designs, but conducted without U235 explosive. It would be desirable to obtain additional 
information about the course of the experiments, in order to get a more precise location and to obtain a 
sample of the uranium 235. 
Summary of interrogation of Robert Döpel. 1946. GARF, courtesy of Rainer Karlsch.
Some information related to materials of Prof. Döpel about extremely powerful atomic bombs and an 
atomic heat source for energy-generating machines… It is noted that the problem of a uranium bomb 
has been developed to the point of testing on a [military] base.
Georgy Flerov to Igor Kurchatov. Ca 21 May 1945. In L. D. Riabev. 2002. Atomnii Projekt SSR 1938--
1945. Vol. 1, Part 2. Moscow. pp. 310--311.
Today or tomorrow we are going to fly in the direction that you know. I am taking with me 
Dubovsky’s [Geiger] instrument, but its sensitivity is probably too low. If we determine on site that 
there are objects of interest for examination and sensitivity of the instrument is the issue, I'll send you 
a cable. You will have to assign Stoljarenko or Davidenko (if he gets back by then) to this work. 
Instruct them to assemble the instrument in the lightweight option: powered from the mains by 220 
volts... Along with the instrument, let them pack the tables for finding the appropriate half lives...

Georgy Flerov to Igor Kurchatov. 29 May 1945.  In L. D. Riabev. 2002. Atomnii Projekt SSR 1938--
1945. Vol. 1, Part 2. Moscow. pp. 312-315.
Possibly, you can send somebody from the staff to help me. I think that as a result of such search we 
will be able to find what we need--a person who happened to be there nearby, as there were a lot of 
escapees wandering through forests at the time. If successful, we will get objective confirmation of the 
fact, tantamount to as if we personally had been at that site. This must be done right here and right 
now, because afterwards all people crossing the border are dispersed through camps in Germany and 
then are transferred to the Soviet Union, and then even such an enthusiast as myself would question 
our ability to catch the right people… The second direction is connected to what I wrote you in the 
previous letter. In order to determine finally what was really tested there, we shall of course look after 
artificial, not natural radioactivity. Unfortunately, a lot of time has passed since, but I think that with 
[our instruments] we will be able to attain the required sensitivity.
Georgy Zhukov to Joseph Stalin. 2 October 1945. In L. D. Riabev. 2002. Atomnii Projekt SSR 1938--
1945. Vol. II, Part 6. Moscow. pp. 60-64.
Based on the collected materials, it can be concluded that the German scientists in the field of 
theoretical and practical research and application of atomic energy have achieved good results up to 
the creation of the atomic bomb.
G-2 Periodic Report No. 177. 7 April 1945. NARA RG 407, Entry NM3-427, Box 12342, Folder 604-2.1. 
PW was told by an ordnance man stationed at OHRDRUF that from here a new secret wpn will 
shortly rise (wird steigen).} It is believed that the entire area should be very thoroughly examined for 
new material.
Oscar W. Koch with Robert G. Hays. 1999. G-2: Intelligence for Patton. Schiffer. pp. 115--118. 
The Third Army intelligence staff would never forget one particular prisoner captured sometime 
earlier who had told us a convincing story. His unit had been working on a new and unusual weapon, 
the PW told interrogators. Then, he said, while he was temporarily away from his post, there had been 
a terrific explosion. Everything at the site was a shambles and trees in a wide area of the surrounding 
forest had been laid low. No aircraft had been near and the blast--the most forceful he ever had 
witnessed--could not possibly have resulted from a bomb. To add even more intrigue, the soldier was 
unable to say just what kind of weapon he had been working on. It was so secret that the individuals in 
his unit never knew the complete story. He knew only enough to be able to carry on his own duties. 
The prisoner knew precisely where he was at the time of the blast. He readily pinpointed the exact 
location on a map. His story aroused great interest in the intelligence section. The Germans had 
already launched V-1 and V-2 rockets, and Hitler had promised a “secret weapon” which would one 
day make its appearance and bring the Allies to their knees. 
Werner Grothmann. 2002 interview. Jonastalverein Archive, Arnstadt.
[p. 31:] It is known to me that there were four atomic tests... The last test was then again with a small 
charge [fuel] in March 1945. [p. 17:] But I would like to say something about the background, why 
Himmler did not come to Thuringia for the atomic bomb test on the fourth of March. [p. 40:] This test 
was to provide proof that the ignition system worked stably and to serve as preparation for a 
corresponding attack that was supposed to be flown with a rocket… You see, that went so far that the 
stand for our atom test in Thuringia was manufactured by a metalworking shop in Thuringia. I know 
it because when meeting there, Diebner explained, in response to someone’s question about whether 
our people had built it, it was from a metalworking shop from the area. They would not have known 
what it was meant for. The test was carried out directly there, even though that was in an inhabited 
area, because due to the course of the war we did not have a lot of choice and, of course, because time 
was also critical. So we just stayed where the necessary material was produced and stored. In addition, 
our people and those of Diebner’s other group had their laboratories and the development department. 
And here close by, too, the mass production of uranium bombs had been planned. In addition, at the 
beginning of January, the ignition [system] production or at least the development of an ignition 
system intended for the uranium bomb was likewise supposed to be relocated here, according to my 
memory... Diebner allegedly assured that the explosive effect would be quite small for the small 
amount [of fuel] that the test would require. Unfortunately his prediction was not confirmed. What 
happened there was horrible. In addition, there were other consequences in the surrounding area, of 
which I only heard, that doctors, who were under contract with us, had to be deployed there. [p. 13:] 
After the third attempt, which was the one from March in Thuringia, Hitler was informed… It was 
like this: when the test in Thuringia succeeded, according to my understanding, workers from a camp 
died accidentally.               [For more information see Forgotten Creators D.12.]
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Other scientific methods may or may not be able to detect signs of the tests:

•  Using mass spectrometry, particle-induced X-ray emission,
    neutron activation analysis, or other highly sensitive methods.

•  Looking for 238U from the tamper.

•  Comparing data at and away from the test sites to eliminate background signals.

12. Reported March 1945 Test Explosions: Radioactivity Now



13. Hitler Strongly Supported 
Nuclear Weapons Development



13. Hitler Strongly Supported 
Nuclear Weapons Development

Adolf Hitler. 19 September 1939 in Danzig: “Let them make no mistake here, 
however. The moment could come very suddenly in which we could use a weapon 
with which we cannot be attacked. I hope then they do not suddenly begin to think 
of humaneness and of the impossibility of waging war against women and 
children.”



13. Hitler Strongly Supported 
Nuclear Weapons Development

Adolf Hitler. 19 September 1939 in Danzig: “Let them make no mistake here, 
however. The moment could come very suddenly in which we could use a weapon 
with which we cannot be attacked. I hope then they do not suddenly begin to think 
of humaneness and of the impossibility of waging war against women and 
children.”

Henry Picker. 2009. Hitlers Tischgespräche im Führerhauptquartier. 2nd ed. p. 
683: “Up to early 1945, [Hitler] also wanted the A-9 long-range rocket, intended 
against the USA, to be ready for series production and completely operational. He 
hoped that this intercontinental rocket would make the USA ‘amenable to peace,’ 
especially if he could have equipped the rocket warhead with several small 
uranium bombs. As early as 1943, he had a weather station built for this purpose 
[trans-Atlantic guidance] at the northern tip of the eastern Canadian peninsula of 
Labrador by submarine U-537.”



13. Hitler Strongly Supported 
Nuclear Weapons Development

Adolf Hitler. 19 September 1939 in Danzig: “Let them make no mistake here, 
however. The moment could come very suddenly in which we could use a weapon 
with which we cannot be attacked. I hope then they do not suddenly begin to think 
of humaneness and of the impossibility of waging war against women and 
children.”

Henry Picker. 2009. Hitlers Tischgespräche im Führerhauptquartier. 2nd ed. p. 
683: “Up to early 1945, [Hitler] also wanted the A-9 long-range rocket, intended 
against the USA, to be ready for series production and completely operational. He 
hoped that this intercontinental rocket would make the USA ‘amenable to peace,’ 
especially if he could have equipped the rocket warhead with several small 
uranium bombs. As early as 1943, he had a weather station built for this purpose 
[trans-Atlantic guidance] at the northern tip of the eastern Canadian peninsula of 
Labrador by submarine U-537.”

Hans Ulrich Rudel. 1958. Stuka Pilot. Ch. 13: “In March 1944… I stand in the 
presence of the Führer… He specially explains to me the V weapons which have 
recently been tried out… Later on we should not rely as at present on the normal 
high explosives, but on something quite different which will be so powerful that 
once we begin to use them they should end the war decisively. He tells me that 
their development is already well advanced and that their final completion may be 
expected very soon… Later I learn that the explosive effect of these new rockets is 
supposed to be based on atomic energy.”



13. Hitler Strongly Supported 
Nuclear Weapons Development

Adolf Hitler. 19 September 1939 in Danzig: “Let them make no mistake here, 
however. The moment could come very suddenly in which we could use a weapon 
with which we cannot be attacked. I hope then they do not suddenly begin to think 
of humaneness and of the impossibility of waging war against women and 
children.”

Henry Picker. 2009. Hitlers Tischgespräche im Führerhauptquartier. 2nd ed. p. 
683: “Up to early 1945, [Hitler] also wanted the A-9 long-range rocket, intended 
against the USA, to be ready for series production and completely operational. He 
hoped that this intercontinental rocket would make the USA ‘amenable to peace,’ 
especially if he could have equipped the rocket warhead with several small 
uranium bombs. As early as 1943, he had a weather station built for this purpose 
[trans-Atlantic guidance] at the northern tip of the eastern Canadian peninsula of 
Labrador by submarine U-537.”

Hans Ulrich Rudel. 1958. Stuka Pilot. Ch. 13: “In March 1944… I stand in the 
presence of the Führer… He specially explains to me the V weapons which have 
recently been tried out… Later on we should not rely as at present on the normal 
high explosives, but on something quite different which will be so powerful that 
once we begin to use them they should end the war decisively. He tells me that 
their development is already well advanced and that their final completion may be 
expected very soon… Later I learn that the explosive effect of these new rockets is 
supposed to be based on atomic energy.”

Andreas Hillgruber, ed. 1970. Staatsmänner und Diplomaten bei Hitler. Vol. 2. 
pp. 482-484, 5 August 1944: “In this context the Führer gave technical 
explanations about further new explosives, whose development had been brought 
to the experimental stage. He had the impression that the leap from the currently 
used explosives to these new explosive materials was greater than that from black 
powder to the explosive materials used at the beginning of the war… V1 is only 
one of four weapons that Germany would use. Another of these weapons has for 
example such a tremendous effect that all human life would be destroyed within a 
radius of three to four kilometers from the impact point.”



13. Hitler Strongly Supported 
Nuclear Weapons Development

Adolf Hitler. 19 September 1939 in Danzig: “Let them make no mistake here, 
however. The moment could come very suddenly in which we could use a weapon 
with which we cannot be attacked. I hope then they do not suddenly begin to think 
of humaneness and of the impossibility of waging war against women and 
children.”

Henry Picker. 2009. Hitlers Tischgespräche im Führerhauptquartier. 2nd ed. p. 
683: “Up to early 1945, [Hitler] also wanted the A-9 long-range rocket, intended 
against the USA, to be ready for series production and completely operational. He 
hoped that this intercontinental rocket would make the USA ‘amenable to peace,’ 
especially if he could have equipped the rocket warhead with several small 
uranium bombs. As early as 1943, he had a weather station built for this purpose 
[trans-Atlantic guidance] at the northern tip of the eastern Canadian peninsula of 
Labrador by submarine U-537.”

Hans Ulrich Rudel. 1958. Stuka Pilot. Ch. 13: “In March 1944… I stand in the 
presence of the Führer… He specially explains to me the V weapons which have 
recently been tried out… Later on we should not rely as at present on the normal 
high explosives, but on something quite different which will be so powerful that 
once we begin to use them they should end the war decisively. He tells me that 
their development is already well advanced and that their final completion may be 
expected very soon… Later I learn that the explosive effect of these new rockets is 
supposed to be based on atomic energy.”

Andreas Hillgruber, ed. 1970. Staatsmänner und Diplomaten bei Hitler. Vol. 2. 
pp. 482-484, 5 August 1944: “In this context the Führer gave technical 
explanations about further new explosives, whose development had been brought 
to the experimental stage. He had the impression that the leap from the currently 
used explosives to these new explosive materials was greater than that from black 
powder to the explosive materials used at the beginning of the war… V1 is only 
one of four weapons that Germany would use. Another of these weapons has for 
example such a tremendous effect that all human life would be destroyed within a 
radius of three to four kilometers from the impact point.”

Erwin Giesing. 1944--1945. Diary. Institut für Zeitgeschichte, p. 176, 13-15 
February 1945: Hitler… said, “…I'm going to commit my V-weapons soon, and 
then the war will be brought to a glorious end. The problem of atom splitting has 
been solved a long time ago, and it has been so far developed that we can make use 
of this energy for weapons. These people are going to see something. This is the 
weapon of the future, and with it Germany's future is secured too. Providence has 
already shown me this last and victorious road, and I know that the final turn of 
fortune is about to come… Our V-weapon will decide the war in no time at all.”



13. Hitler Strongly Supported 
Nuclear Weapons Development

Adolf Hitler. 19 September 1939 in Danzig: “Let them make no mistake here, 
however. The moment could come very suddenly in which we could use a weapon 
with which we cannot be attacked. I hope then they do not suddenly begin to think 
of humaneness and of the impossibility of waging war against women and 
children.”

Henry Picker. 2009. Hitlers Tischgespräche im Führerhauptquartier. 2nd ed. p. 
683: “Up to early 1945, [Hitler] also wanted the A-9 long-range rocket, intended 
against the USA, to be ready for series production and completely operational. He 
hoped that this intercontinental rocket would make the USA ‘amenable to peace,’ 
especially if he could have equipped the rocket warhead with several small 
uranium bombs. As early as 1943, he had a weather station built for this purpose 
[trans-Atlantic guidance] at the northern tip of the eastern Canadian peninsula of 
Labrador by submarine U-537.”

Hans Ulrich Rudel. 1958. Stuka Pilot. Ch. 13: “In March 1944… I stand in the 
presence of the Führer… He specially explains to me the V weapons which have 
recently been tried out… Later on we should not rely as at present on the normal 
high explosives, but on something quite different which will be so powerful that 
once we begin to use them they should end the war decisively. He tells me that 
their development is already well advanced and that their final completion may be 
expected very soon… Later I learn that the explosive effect of these new rockets is 
supposed to be based on atomic energy.”

Andreas Hillgruber, ed. 1970. Staatsmänner und Diplomaten bei Hitler. Vol. 2. 
pp. 482-484, 5 August 1944: “In this context the Führer gave technical 
explanations about further new explosives, whose development had been brought 
to the experimental stage. He had the impression that the leap from the currently 
used explosives to these new explosive materials was greater than that from black 
powder to the explosive materials used at the beginning of the war… V1 is only 
one of four weapons that Germany would use. Another of these weapons has for 
example such a tremendous effect that all human life would be destroyed within a 
radius of three to four kilometers from the impact point.”

Erwin Giesing. 1944--1945. Diary. Institut für Zeitgeschichte, p. 176, 13-15 
February 1945: Hitler… said, “…I'm going to commit my V-weapons soon, and 
then the war will be brought to a glorious end. The problem of atom splitting has 
been solved a long time ago, and it has been so far developed that we can make use 
of this energy for weapons. These people are going to see something. This is the 
weapon of the future, and with it Germany's future is secured too. Providence has 
already shown me this last and victorious road, and I know that the final turn of 
fortune is about to come… Our V-weapon will decide the war in no time at all.”

Monthly Intelligence Summary. March 1945. NARA RG 77, Entry UD-22A, Box 
168, Folder 202.3-1 LONDON OFFICE: Combined Intell Rpts.: “Hitler once said: 
‘May God forgive me for the last ten minutes of the war!’”



13. Hitler Strongly Supported 
Nuclear Weapons Development

Fritz StrassmannKurt Diebner Rolf WideröeWerner Heisenberg

Reichswerke Hermann Göring, Linz, 4 April 1943
 

[Bayerische Staatsbibliothek, Munich] 

Adolf Hitler. 19 September 1939 in Danzig: “Let them make no mistake here, 
however. The moment could come very suddenly in which we could use a weapon 
with which we cannot be attacked. I hope then they do not suddenly begin to think 
of humaneness and of the impossibility of waging war against women and 
children.”

Henry Picker. 2009. Hitlers Tischgespräche im Führerhauptquartier. 2nd ed. p. 
683: “Up to early 1945, [Hitler] also wanted the A-9 long-range rocket, intended 
against the USA, to be ready for series production and completely operational. He 
hoped that this intercontinental rocket would make the USA ‘amenable to peace,’ 
especially if he could have equipped the rocket warhead with several small 
uranium bombs. As early as 1943, he had a weather station built for this purpose 
[trans-Atlantic guidance] at the northern tip of the eastern Canadian peninsula of 
Labrador by submarine U-537.”

Hans Ulrich Rudel. 1958. Stuka Pilot. Ch. 13: “In March 1944… I stand in the 
presence of the Führer… He specially explains to me the V weapons which have 
recently been tried out… Later on we should not rely as at present on the normal 
high explosives, but on something quite different which will be so powerful that 
once we begin to use them they should end the war decisively. He tells me that 
their development is already well advanced and that their final completion may be 
expected very soon… Later I learn that the explosive effect of these new rockets is 
supposed to be based on atomic energy.”

Andreas Hillgruber, ed. 1970. Staatsmänner und Diplomaten bei Hitler. Vol. 2. 
pp. 482-484, 5 August 1944: “In this context the Führer gave technical 
explanations about further new explosives, whose development had been brought 
to the experimental stage. He had the impression that the leap from the currently 
used explosives to these new explosive materials was greater than that from black 
powder to the explosive materials used at the beginning of the war… V1 is only 
one of four weapons that Germany would use. Another of these weapons has for 
example such a tremendous effect that all human life would be destroyed within a 
radius of three to four kilometers from the impact point.”

Erwin Giesing. 1944--1945. Diary. Institut für Zeitgeschichte, p. 176, 13-15 
February 1945: Hitler… said, “…I'm going to commit my V-weapons soon, and 
then the war will be brought to a glorious end. The problem of atom splitting has 
been solved a long time ago, and it has been so far developed that we can make use 
of this energy for weapons. These people are going to see something. This is the 
weapon of the future, and with it Germany's future is secured too. Providence has 
already shown me this last and victorious road, and I know that the final turn of 
fortune is about to come… Our V-weapon will decide the war in no time at all.”

Monthly Intelligence Summary. March 1945. NARA RG 77, Entry UD-22A, Box 
168, Folder 202.3-1 LONDON OFFICE: Combined Intell Rpts.: “Hitler once said: 
‘May God forgive me for the last ten minutes of the war!’”



13. Hitler Strongly Supported 
Nuclear Weapons Development

Fritz StrassmannKurt Diebner Rolf WideröeWerner Heisenberg

Reichswerke Hermann Göring, Linz, 4 April 1943
 

[Bayerische Staatsbibliothek, Munich] 

Leslie Groves's Foreign Intelligence Unit files. 14 September 1944. Special 
Interrogation Report 2. NARA RG 77, Entry UD-22A, Box 171, Folder 32.7003-2 
GERMANY: US Wartime Positive Int. (July-Oct. 44): “Linz's Hermann 
Goering Works, which were in production, were pretty well bombed out.”

Adolf Hitler. 19 September 1939 in Danzig: “Let them make no mistake here, 
however. The moment could come very suddenly in which we could use a weapon 
with which we cannot be attacked. I hope then they do not suddenly begin to think 
of humaneness and of the impossibility of waging war against women and 
children.”

Henry Picker. 2009. Hitlers Tischgespräche im Führerhauptquartier. 2nd ed. p. 
683: “Up to early 1945, [Hitler] also wanted the A-9 long-range rocket, intended 
against the USA, to be ready for series production and completely operational. He 
hoped that this intercontinental rocket would make the USA ‘amenable to peace,’ 
especially if he could have equipped the rocket warhead with several small 
uranium bombs. As early as 1943, he had a weather station built for this purpose 
[trans-Atlantic guidance] at the northern tip of the eastern Canadian peninsula of 
Labrador by submarine U-537.”

Hans Ulrich Rudel. 1958. Stuka Pilot. Ch. 13: “In March 1944… I stand in the 
presence of the Führer… He specially explains to me the V weapons which have 
recently been tried out… Later on we should not rely as at present on the normal 
high explosives, but on something quite different which will be so powerful that 
once we begin to use them they should end the war decisively. He tells me that 
their development is already well advanced and that their final completion may be 
expected very soon… Later I learn that the explosive effect of these new rockets is 
supposed to be based on atomic energy.”

Andreas Hillgruber, ed. 1970. Staatsmänner und Diplomaten bei Hitler. Vol. 2. 
pp. 482-484, 5 August 1944: “In this context the Führer gave technical 
explanations about further new explosives, whose development had been brought 
to the experimental stage. He had the impression that the leap from the currently 
used explosives to these new explosive materials was greater than that from black 
powder to the explosive materials used at the beginning of the war… V1 is only 
one of four weapons that Germany would use. Another of these weapons has for 
example such a tremendous effect that all human life would be destroyed within a 
radius of three to four kilometers from the impact point.”

Erwin Giesing. 1944--1945. Diary. Institut für Zeitgeschichte, p. 176, 13-15 
February 1945: Hitler… said, “…I'm going to commit my V-weapons soon, and 
then the war will be brought to a glorious end. The problem of atom splitting has 
been solved a long time ago, and it has been so far developed that we can make use 
of this energy for weapons. These people are going to see something. This is the 
weapon of the future, and with it Germany's future is secured too. Providence has 
already shown me this last and victorious road, and I know that the final turn of 
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13. Multiple Sources: Several Nuclear Weapons Were Completed
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Professor Staudinger wrote me that an officer had given 
him his word of honor that three German nuclear bombs 
had been ready for deployment in the Lüneburg Heath 
shortly before the end of the war.
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Benito Mussolini, 20 April 1945 interview. Gian Gaetano 
Cabella, 1948, Testamento politico di Mussolini, p. 45:

The famous destroyer bombs are going to be prepared. I 
have, still a few days ago, received very precise news. 
Perhaps Hitler does not want to strike the blow except in 
the absolute certainty that it is decisive. It seems that there 
are three of them, these bombs, and of astounding 
effectiveness. The construction of each is tremendously 
complicated and time-consuming.
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231:

‘As you know, I am responsible for making the telephone 
connections when calls are made to and from the Air 
Ministry. Listen to this—the other day I made a connection 
between Göring and the Führer. […] Göring asked the 
Führer for permission to use three special bombs but he 
refused. “If I use them in the east they will get us from the 
west,” said the Führer.’ […]

After the war, I became friends with Rochus Misch, a fellow 
Leibstandarte veteran and communications officer in the  
Führerbunker until the final days of the Reich. The topic of 
the special bombs came up in conversation. ‘Three bombs,’ 
he said, ‘where did you hear that? There were nine.’
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Henry Picker, 2009, Hitlers Tischgespräche im Führerhauptquartier, 2nd 
ed., pp. 42, 493:

[…] the small-pumpkin-sized “uranium bombs” (with their full destructive 
energy in a 3-km radius), which according to Schaub’s information had 
been developed to ready prototypes at the Reichspost’s research office in 
Lichterfeld […] According to Schaub, the “terrible weapons” meant above 
all the “uranium bomb” with the size of a small pumpkin which was to be 
produced in an underground SS plant in the southern Harz region (with a 
production capacity of 30,000 workers). The plant was relocated to the 
USSR by the Red Army in 1945 after Germany’s unconditional surrender.
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produced in an underground SS plant in the southern Harz region (with a 
production capacity of 30,000 workers). The plant was relocated to the 
USSR by the Red Army in 1945 after Germany’s unconditional surrender.

Edmund Tilley. Brief Operational Report on [censored] and Other 
Germans and Italians Connected with Project Abstract. 19 August 1947. 
NARA RG 319, Entry A1-134A, Box 29, Folder Operation Oberjoch:

25. Prof. Dr. NIELS [Walter Nielsch?], now said to be in the United States, 
was, according to [censored,] concerned with chemical and atomic 
problems at TUCHELER HEIDE and produced a number of atomic 
bombs, weighing from 1 to 5 kilograms. NIELS should be traced and 
questioned in detail.
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Germans and Italians Connected with Project Abstract. 19 August 1947. 
NARA RG 319, Entry A1-134A, Box 29, Folder Operation Oberjoch:

25. Prof. Dr. NIELS [Walter Nielsch?], now said to be in the United States, 
was, according to [censored,] concerned with chemical and atomic 
problems at TUCHELER HEIDE and produced a number of atomic 
bombs, weighing from 1 to 5 kilograms. NIELS should be traced and 
questioned in detail.

Werner Grothmann, 2002 interview, Jonastalverein Archive, pp. 31–32:

It is known to me that there were four atomic tests. The first still in 1943 in 
the autumn in the North Sea, which failed. Then two in 1944 in the autumn 
and the late autumn. One of them on the ground, that is on a small stand, 
the later one in the atmosphere on a parachute. That one in winter 1944 in 
the air was highly explosive and the charge [fuel] was also larger. That 
could have been in November. The last test was then again with a small 
charge in March 1945. […] I can definitely declare that I was told of six 
atomic bombs that came from three different research installations. All 
were prototypes. In addition, there were some very small devices that were 
intended for laboratory experiments.



Nuclear Triad: Delivery Vehicles for Nuclear Weapons

•  The nuclear triad was NOT originated by the U.S. and Soviet Union after World War II.

•  The nuclear triad was originated by Germany during WWII, then the tech was transferred.

               For more information, see Forgotten Creators Appendix E.
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C.S.D.I.C. (U.K.) S.R.G.G. 1118. Information received: 
10 Jan 1945. AFHRA A5415 frames 284-285. Secret 
recording of German generals Heinrich Kittel and 
Wilhelm von Thoma as prisoners of war in U.K.]

KITTEL: (Re atom bomb). It's a perfectly horrible 
thing. […]

THOMA: Then he would have used it long ago.

KITTEL: No; he isn't using it, because the others have 
promised to retaliate with chemical warfare.
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Allen Dulles, 1 April 1945, Cable IN 9061 from Bern, 
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In his conversation with Kesselring, latter said to Wolff 
our situation is desperate, nobody dares tell truth to 
Fuehrer who surrounded by small group of advisers 
who still believe in a last specific secret weapon which 
they call “Verzweiflunge” weapon [Verzweiflungswaffe: 
desperation weapon]. Kesselring believed this weapon 
can prolong war but not decide it, but might cause 
terrible blood bath on both sides. Kesselring said if 
Fuehrer gave him order to use weapon he would 
surrender his command.
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Rochus Misch. 2014. Hitler’s Last Witness: The Memoirs 
of Hitler's Bodyguard. Barnsley: Frontline Books. p. 60. 

The Western Allies had threatened that, if Germany 
used the atom bomb, they would assemble 15,000 
aircraft in North Africa and use them to drench all of 
Germany with poison gas.
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From time to time since the present war began there have been reports that 
one or more of the Axis powers were seriously contemplating use of poisonous 
or noxious gases or other inhumane devices of warfare. […] I feel obliged now 
to warn the Axis armies and the Axis peoples, in Europe and in Asia, that the 
terrible consequences of any use of these inhumane methods on their part will 
be brought down swiftly and surely upon their own heads. Any use of gas by 
any Axis power, therefore, will immediately be followed by the fullest possible 
retaliation upon munition centers, seaports, and other military objectives 
throughout the whole extent of the territory of such Axis country.



13. Multiple Sources: Why Germany Did Not Use Its Nuclear Weapons
C.S.D.I.C. (U.K.) S.R.G.G. 1118. Information received: 
10 Jan 1945. AFHRA A5415 frames 284-285. Secret 
recording of German generals Heinrich Kittel and 
Wilhelm von Thoma as prisoners of war in U.K.]

KITTEL: (Re atom bomb). It's a perfectly horrible 
thing. […]

THOMA: Then he would have used it long ago.

KITTEL: No; he isn't using it, because the others have 
promised to retaliate with chemical warfare.

Allen Dulles, 1 April 1945, Cable IN 9061 from Bern, 
Switzerland to Office of Strategic Services, NARA RG 
226, Entry UD-90, Box 6, Folder 64 SUNRISE.

In his conversation with Kesselring, latter said to Wolff 
our situation is desperate, nobody dares tell truth to 
Fuehrer who surrounded by small group of advisers 
who still believe in a last specific secret weapon which 
they call “Verzweiflunge” weapon [Verzweiflungswaffe: 
desperation weapon]. Kesselring believed this weapon 
can prolong war but not decide it, but might cause 
terrible blood bath on both sides. Kesselring said if 
Fuehrer gave him order to use weapon he would 
surrender his command.

Rochus Misch. 2014. Hitler’s Last Witness: The Memoirs 
of Hitler's Bodyguard. Barnsley: Frontline Books. p. 60. 

The Western Allies had threatened that, if Germany 
used the atom bomb, they would assemble 15,000 
aircraft in North Africa and use them to drench all of 
Germany with poison gas.

Franklin D. Roosevelt. 8 June 1943. Statement Warning the Axis. 

From time to time since the present war began there have been reports that 
one or more of the Axis powers were seriously contemplating use of poisonous 
or noxious gases or other inhumane devices of warfare. […] I feel obliged now 
to warn the Axis armies and the Axis peoples, in Europe and in Asia, that the 
terrible consequences of any use of these inhumane methods on their part will 
be brought down swiftly and surely upon their own heads. Any use of gas by 
any Axis power, therefore, will immediately be followed by the fullest possible 
retaliation upon munition centers, seaports, and other military objectives 
throughout the whole extent of the territory of such Axis country.

Dwight D. Eisenhower. 1948. Crusade in Europe. New York: Doubleday. Ch. 12.

On December 2, 1943, a most regrettable and disturbing incident took place at 
the port of Bari. […] One of the ships was loaded with a quantity of mustard 
gas, which we were always forced to carry with us because of uncertainty of 
German intentions in the use of this weapon. […W]e manufactured and 
carried this material only for reprisal purposes in case of surprise action on the 
part of the enemy.



13. Multiple Sources: Why Germany Did Not Use Its Nuclear Weapons
C.S.D.I.C. (U.K.) S.R.G.G. 1118. Information received: 
10 Jan 1945. AFHRA A5415 frames 284-285. Secret 
recording of German generals Heinrich Kittel and 
Wilhelm von Thoma as prisoners of war in U.K.]

KITTEL: (Re atom bomb). It's a perfectly horrible 
thing. […]

THOMA: Then he would have used it long ago.

KITTEL: No; he isn't using it, because the others have 
promised to retaliate with chemical warfare.

Allen Dulles, 1 April 1945, Cable IN 9061 from Bern, 
Switzerland to Office of Strategic Services, NARA RG 
226, Entry UD-90, Box 6, Folder 64 SUNRISE.

In his conversation with Kesselring, latter said to Wolff 
our situation is desperate, nobody dares tell truth to 
Fuehrer who surrounded by small group of advisers 
who still believe in a last specific secret weapon which 
they call “Verzweiflunge” weapon [Verzweiflungswaffe: 
desperation weapon]. Kesselring believed this weapon 
can prolong war but not decide it, but might cause 
terrible blood bath on both sides. Kesselring said if 
Fuehrer gave him order to use weapon he would 
surrender his command.

Rochus Misch. 2014. Hitler’s Last Witness: The Memoirs 
of Hitler's Bodyguard. Barnsley: Frontline Books. p. 60. 

The Western Allies had threatened that, if Germany 
used the atom bomb, they would assemble 15,000 
aircraft in North Africa and use them to drench all of 
Germany with poison gas.

Franklin D. Roosevelt. 8 June 1943. Statement Warning the Axis. 

From time to time since the present war began there have been reports that 
one or more of the Axis powers were seriously contemplating use of poisonous 
or noxious gases or other inhumane devices of warfare. […] I feel obliged now 
to warn the Axis armies and the Axis peoples, in Europe and in Asia, that the 
terrible consequences of any use of these inhumane methods on their part will 
be brought down swiftly and surely upon their own heads. Any use of gas by 
any Axis power, therefore, will immediately be followed by the fullest possible 
retaliation upon munition centers, seaports, and other military objectives 
throughout the whole extent of the territory of such Axis country.

Dwight D. Eisenhower. 1948. Crusade in Europe. New York: Doubleday. Ch. 12.

On December 2, 1943, a most regrettable and disturbing incident took place at 
the port of Bari. […] One of the ships was loaded with a quantity of mustard 
gas, which we were always forced to carry with us because of uncertainty of 
German intentions in the use of this weapon. […W]e manufactured and 
carried this material only for reprisal purposes in case of surprise action on the 
part of the enemy.

Winston S. Churchill to General Hastings Ismay. 6 July 1944.

I WANT you to think very seriously over this question of poison gas. I would 
not use it unless it could be shown either that (a) it was life or death for us, or 
(b) that it would shorten the war by a year. […] I want a cold-blooded 
calculation made as to how it would pay us to use poison gas, by which I mean 
principally mustard. […] If the bombardment of London really became a 
serious nuisance and great rockets with far-reaching and devastating effect fell 
on many centres of Government and labour, I should be prepared to do 
anything that would hit the enemy in a murderous place. […] We could drench 
the cities of the Ruhr and many other cities in Germany in such a way that 
most of the population would be requiring constant medical attention. […] I 
quite agree it may be several weeks or even months before I shall ask you to 
drench Germany with poison gas, and if we do it, let us do it 100%.
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Big Projectile Reported New Hitler Weapon. Los Angeles Times. 30 September 
1944. p. 3.

SOMEWHERE IN FRANCE, Sept. 23 (Delayed.) (AP)--American 3rd Army 
troops have obtained information indicating that a 14-ton projectile with an 
explosive radius of three kilometers--almost two miles--is scheduled as the third in 
Hitler's series of vengeance weapons.

14. Allied Belief in German Nuclear Weapons—Where Are the Reports?



Big Projectile Reported New Hitler Weapon. Los Angeles Times. 30 September 
1944. p. 3.

SOMEWHERE IN FRANCE, Sept. 23 (Delayed.) (AP)--American 3rd Army 
troops have obtained information indicating that a 14-ton projectile with an 
explosive radius of three kilometers--almost two miles--is scheduled as the third in 
Hitler's series of vengeance weapons.

Germans Are Still Striving to Perfect New V Weapons. New York Times. 22 
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V-3 is reported to be the atom bomb… An electric shock from a small instrument 
set to operate at a given time detonates explosive and atom simultaneously. The 
expansion caused by a normal explosive substance, such as dynamite when it 
becomes a gas, is increased by the force of the disintegrating atoms.
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V-3? Time, 27 November 1944, p. 88.

The terrible novelty of V-2 had by no means worn off yet, but London last week 
was already abuzz with speculation about V-3--supposedly an atomic bomb… The 
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principle to crush atoms. The crusher: A ``Neuman" demolition charge, which 
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had a secret report from a German source which has been quite reliable in the 
past, to the effect that the Germans have a V3 bomb which will kill by concussion 
everything within a mile. They are planning to use it on New York for morale 
purposes—again, not seeming to realize that it will have the exact opposite effect 
to that which they expect. The entire Atlantic seaboard has relaxed all its dim-outs 
and air-raid precautions, etc. & the Pres. sent word to the Gen. staff that all 
previous preparations of that sort should be reviewed on the chance that the 
report about the V3 may be true. He said that in the next war, the side which first 
uses these new explosives will undoubtedly win. The Germans are way ahead of us 
in that direction, though we are doing a lot of research trying to catch up to them.
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14. Allied Belief in German Nuclear Weapons—Where Are the Reports?
Major Robert Furman. 22 May 1945. NARA RG 77, Entry UD-22A, Box 168, Folder 202.2 
LONDON OFFICE: Combined Intell Disc.
Boris [Pash] left here for home to try to convince authorities that the Alsos job is over. But 
in this theater, [General T. J.] Betts, [General George] Conrad and [MIT Professor 
Edward] Bowles are not agreeing that the job for which Alsos was set up to do is in any 
way completed… A great many TA [nuclear] reports still remain in Germany, as you 
know. Therefore, reports on installations are received weekly about which we do very little. 
We always try to pick papers that are reported to exist, to remove them from circulation 
but it is impossible to keep other agencies from finding out about the German effort.
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surrender of the Nazi armies, Allied officers have revealed that Germany would have been 
able to strike with atomic bombs by January 1945, if the invasion had not come six months 
before. The highest Allied officials knew that such explosives could have won the war for 
the Axis.
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torpedo such as they fired upon England across the Channel. With such a bomb, they 
might have devastated England.



14. Allied Belief in German Nuclear Weapons—Where Are the Reports?
Major Robert Furman. 22 May 1945. NARA RG 77, Entry UD-22A, Box 168, Folder 202.2 
LONDON OFFICE: Combined Intell Disc.
Boris [Pash] left here for home to try to convince authorities that the Alsos job is over. But 
in this theater, [General T. J.] Betts, [General George] Conrad and [MIT Professor 
Edward] Bowles are not agreeing that the job for which Alsos was set up to do is in any 
way completed… A great many TA [nuclear] reports still remain in Germany, as you 
know. Therefore, reports on installations are received weekly about which we do very little. 
We always try to pick papers that are reported to exist, to remove them from circulation 
but it is impossible to keep other agencies from finding out about the German effort.

Generals Omar Bradley and Dwight Eisenhower. 31 May 1945. NARA RG 77, Entry UD-
22A, Box 160, Folder APR 45-Dec. ’45.
A laboratory containing equipment and documents related to experimental work on atomic 
bombs and AA rockets was located near Lofer, E 7399 by Third US Army.

Newsweek. 13 August 1945, p. 30.
Metal of the Millennium: German scientists nearly succeeded in solving it. Since the 
surrender of the Nazi armies, Allied officers have revealed that Germany would have been 
able to strike with atomic bombs by January 1945, if the invasion had not come six months 
before. The highest Allied officials knew that such explosives could have won the war for 
the Axis.

U.S. News. 17 August 1945, pp. 20-23. 
The Germans had planned to use the atomic bomb in the warhead of a V-type winged 
torpedo such as they fired upon England across the Channel. With such a bomb, they 
might have devastated England.

U.S. Office of War Information. 25 August 1945. NARA RG 208, Entry 198, Box 1042.
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devices, and piloted rocket missiles that they expected to cross the Atlantic in 17 minutes, to 
butter made from coal, the Office of War Information reported today.
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imperative that we attack before these terrible weapons could be turned against us.
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General T. J. Betts and Sir R. P. Linstead. 15 Sept. 1945. AFHRA A5186, pp. 904–1026.
Certain items have been omitted because of security considerations… Of particular 
significance were the statements, made by German experts in the rocket and controlled 
missile field, that much of the priority accorded their work by the German High Command 
was in anticipation of the use of atomic explosives. These authorities stated that KWI had 
repeatedly assured Hitler that an atomic explosive would be available for use within a 
comparatively short time. During the last months of work by the Peenemünde staff, V-
weapons were designed with much smaller war-heads. Quite possibly this trend was in 
anticipation of the successful development of a German atomic explosive.
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Sir Roy Fedden. German Plans to Revolutionise Air Warfare. Daily Telegraph & Morning 
Post 1 October 1945, p. 4.
There is some reason to believe that Hitler had been promised atomic explosives by 
October of this year… Immense developments were under way with robot rocket weapons, 
some of which had already started in production. They were simple and cheap to make, 
and with atomic explosives even a few such devices could have placed air warfare on a new 
nightmare plane of impersonal long-distance annihilation...
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German technological advances such as in the development of atomic explosives made it 
imperative that we attack before these terrible weapons could be turned against us.

General T. J. Betts and Sir R. P. Linstead. 15 Sept. 1945. AFHRA A5186, pp. 904–1026.
Certain items have been omitted because of security considerations… Of particular 
significance were the statements, made by German experts in the rocket and controlled 
missile field, that much of the priority accorded their work by the German High Command 
was in anticipation of the use of atomic explosives. These authorities stated that KWI had 
repeatedly assured Hitler that an atomic explosive would be available for use within a 
comparatively short time. During the last months of work by the Peenemünde staff, V-
weapons were designed with much smaller war-heads. Quite possibly this trend was in 
anticipation of the successful development of a German atomic explosive.

Sir Roy Fedden. German Plans to Revolutionise Air Warfare. Daily Telegraph & Morning 
Post 1 October 1945, p. 4.
There is some reason to believe that Hitler had been promised atomic explosives by 
October of this year… Immense developments were under way with robot rocket weapons, 
some of which had already started in production. They were simple and cheap to make, 
and with atomic explosives even a few such devices could have placed air warfare on a new 
nightmare plane of impersonal long-distance annihilation...

U.S. Department of Commerce. 1946. The Chemical Problem in Germany. p. 8. NARA RG 
40, Entry UD-75, Box 3, Folder Press Releases.
Spectacular accomplishments in uranium,… nuclear physics and many other fields, have 
been uncovered in the investigation of the chemicals field alone.

Colonel George Bryant Woods. 1946. The Aircraft Manufacturing Industry: Present and 
Future Prospects. New York: White, Weld & Co. p. 32.
Germany's Plans for the “A-9” with Atomic Bomb… In captured scientific German 
documents there are diagrams of the city of New York showing anticipated areas of 
destruction to be expected after perfection of such a weapon to carry an atomic war head, 
and it is well known that the Germans originally had hoped to have their atomic bomb 
developments completed by the end of 1944.
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Major Robert Furman. 22 May 1945. NARA RG 77, Entry UD-22A, Box 168, Folder 202.2 
LONDON OFFICE: Combined Intell Disc.
Boris [Pash] left here for home to try to convince authorities that the Alsos job is over. But 
in this theater, [General T. J.] Betts, [General George] Conrad and [MIT Professor 
Edward] Bowles are not agreeing that the job for which Alsos was set up to do is in any 
way completed… A great many TA [nuclear] reports still remain in Germany, as you 
know. Therefore, reports on installations are received weekly about which we do very little. 
We always try to pick papers that are reported to exist, to remove them from circulation 
but it is impossible to keep other agencies from finding out about the German effort.

Generals Omar Bradley and Dwight Eisenhower. 31 May 1945. NARA RG 77, Entry UD-
22A, Box 160, Folder APR 45-Dec. ’45.
A laboratory containing equipment and documents related to experimental work on atomic 
bombs and AA rockets was located near Lofer, E 7399 by Third US Army.

Newsweek. 13 August 1945, p. 30.
Metal of the Millennium: German scientists nearly succeeded in solving it. Since the 
surrender of the Nazi armies, Allied officers have revealed that Germany would have been 
able to strike with atomic bombs by January 1945, if the invasion had not come six months 
before. The highest Allied officials knew that such explosives could have won the war for 
the Axis.

U.S. News. 17 August 1945, pp. 20-23. 
The Germans had planned to use the atomic bomb in the warhead of a V-type winged 
torpedo such as they fired upon England across the Channel. With such a bomb, they 
might have devastated England.
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comparatively short time. During the last months of work by the Peenemünde staff, V-
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There is some reason to believe that Hitler had been promised atomic explosives by 
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some of which had already started in production. They were simple and cheap to make, 
and with atomic explosives even a few such devices could have placed air warfare on a new 
nightmare plane of impersonal long-distance annihilation...
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documents there are diagrams of the city of New York showing anticipated areas of 
destruction to be expected after perfection of such a weapon to carry an atomic war head, 
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developments completed by the end of 1944.

AAF Review. July 1946. German Rocketeers: German Rockets and Guided Missiles Almost 
Won the War for the Nazis. [Based heavily on information from Col. Donald Putt.]
It is now also fairly generally known that the atomic bomb race was close--again, closer 
than we care to think about. And paralleling the Nazis' research on atomic explosives was 
their accelerated development of the V-2 program. Linking these two projects together 
makes credible another theory which is current among Allied guided missile groups: 
namely, that it was the intention of Nazi technicians to put some sort of atomic device in the 
warhead of the V-2... But it is still a matter of scientific conjecture just how many weeks--or 
days--it might have taken Germany to be ready with her atomic devices for the V-2s.
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Many interesting discoveries were made by Ordnance representatives en route. D.D.O.S. of 
8 Corps found a factory engaged in production work for the German atomic bomb. The 
ammunition for Germany's largest gun was also located. Two of these massive guns had 
been captured by the Russians, but this was the first time their ammunition had been seen. 
At Belsen, the Ordnance service found itself faced with an unprecedented task. 
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developments completed by the end of 1944.
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Royal Army Ordnance Corps. October 1946. R.A.O.C. Gazette 28:5:150. 
Many interesting discoveries were made by Ordnance representatives en route. D.D.O.S. of 
8 Corps found a factory engaged in production work for the German atomic bomb. The 
ammunition for Germany's largest gun was also located. Two of these massive guns had 
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Science Service. Reveal Nazis Planned Rocket to Blast N.Y. at 6000 MPH. Indianapolis 
Times. 2 August 1947, p. 4. 
WASHINGTON, Aug. 2---The Germans planned a bomb to cross the Atlantic and blast 
New York. It was a rocket to be started on its long journey by another rocket which 
detached itself when its job was done. This was revealed today by Brig. Gen. William L. 
Richardson of the U.S. Army Air Forces. Gen. Richardson, chief of the A.A.F. Guided 
Missiles and Air Defense Division, spoke as a guest of Watson Davis, director of Science 
Service, on ``Adventures in Science," heard over the Columbia network… There is 
evidence to believe, he stated, that the Germans intended to utilize an atomic warhead 
which would have made this weapon extremely deadly.
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GERMANY: Summary Reports (1945-1946),
Summary of Information June and July [1944]
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Operation LUSTY. Jan 1946. AFHRA C5098 pdf p. 586

NARA RG 77, Entry UD-22A, Box 171, Folder 32.60-2 
GERMANY: Summary Reports (1945-1946),

Summary of Information June and July [1944]
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Operation LUSTY. Jan 1946. AFHRA C5098 pdf p. 586

NARA Boston RG 181. 1st Naval District. Office of the Assistant 
Chief of Staff for Operations. Formerly Security Classified General 
Correspondence 1944--1945. Box 26. Folder U-Boats, Surrender of.

NARA RG 77, Entry UD-22A, Box 171, Folder 32.60-2 
GERMANY: Summary Reports (1945-1946),

Summary of Information June and July [1944]



SS General Hans Kammler was in charge of the nuclear weapons program.

Wilhelm Voss. April 1946. NARA RG 319, Entry A1-134B, Folder XE065651.
In the last years [of the war], the central management of the development and 
production of the most secret weapons and devices was in the hands of SS 
General Professor Kammler and his working group. These were the most secret 
weapons, devices, and processes, some of which were actually used, but some of 
which were not used [in the war], namely in the field of atom smashing, the 
transformation of elements, the atomic bomb and atomic energy, and also rocket 
weapons, the latest propulsion systems for aircraft, remote control, etc…. 
Kammler succeeded in centralizing the development work in his field. He was 
the representative of the Ministry of Armaments, the Army Ordnance Office, 
the Air Force, and the SS at the same time.
HQ CIC, USFET, Region Munich IV, 25 April 1946. Subject: Wilhelm Voss. 
NARA RG 263, Entry ZZ-18, Box 133, Folder Voss, Friedrich Wilhelm.
Subject states that the two men that were responsible for research on the most 
secret weapons at Skoda were SS Gruppenfuehrer Prof. KAMMLER and his 
deputy SS Oberfuehrer PURUCKER. On the 10 May 1945 VOSS and 
PURUCKER were in Schimelitz, fleeing in the direction of the American troops. 
PURUCKER was driving a large civilian car which contained many of the plans 
on the atom bomb. This car plus material fell into the hands of the Russians… 
Heinrich Klein. 1977. Vom Geschoß zum Feuerpfeil. Motorbuch. pp. 96-97.
In mid-May 1945… the author was questioned by a mixed American-English-
Australian technical commission at the Unterlüss firing range about the new 
weapons developments in Germany… Several times during this questioning, the 
commission asked whether the “Rheinbote” would have been the missile to be 
fitted with a nuclear warhead... The author is not in a position to judge to what 
extent this would have been possible given the state of nuclear technology in 
Germany. Tröller's report was based on the fact that SS-Obergruppenführer Dr. 
Kammler had actually spoken to him about such a possible use.
BIOS 142. Targets of Opportunity in the Sonthofen Area. 1945.
Obergruppenführer Professor Kammler, one of the directors of the S.S. 
Hauptamt, was said to have great influence on Himmler and more influence on 
Hitler than Speer himself; and he was kept informed on all questions concerning 
armaments… One of the functions of the S.S. was to control the work of 
politically unreliable scientists who were kept in concentration camps… Trials 
on some kind of atomic bomb were made at or near the camp.
Werner Grothmann. 2002. Jonastalverein Archive, p. 18.
Kammler was responsible for almost all secret developments and special 
projects, and he was constantly on the move. He spread optimism almost until 
the end of March [1945]…

14. Personnel: Hans Kammler
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• Appears to have been the top physicist of the German nuclear weapons program, working for the Reichspost, 
Heereswaffenamt, University of Berlin, Kaiser Wilhelm Institutes, Reichsforschungsrat, University of Königsberg 
(reported to have fission reactors), and Gusen SS facility.

• Was brought to work in the U.S. after the war at the specific request of Edward Teller to “be of marked assistance 
in carrying out” a “physics... program... of interest and importance to the national security.” 

• Was placed on the Top Secret JIOA K “hot list” when not in the U.S. and constantly monitored/detained for at 
least a decade after the war, on the direct orders of CIC Colonel George R. Eckman, formerly of Alsos. 

            Where are the reports on Flügge’s interrogations and on his postwar work?
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Walter Trinks. 1945. NARA RG 319, Entry A1-134B, Folder XE098301 Trinks, Walter.
TO THE AMERICAN COMMAND OF THE INTERNMENT CAMP? CIC-STAFF… I 
am a Physicist and have been employed with the OKH until the end of the war in the 
research dept. of the office for arms [HWA] as referee for the physics of explosions and 
blasting… At the end of the war I was occupied with experiments for producing extreme 
high pressures and temperatures, extreme velocities (up to 15 km/sec) and heavy 
swingings of the air [shock waves]. The practical use of these researches comprises: 1st 
for the war: the defense against V-weapons super- and atomic bombs by destroying them 
before they reach their target and the initiation of atomic bombs.

Charles A. Crowley to W. F. Heimlich. 31 August 1945. Headquarters United States Air 
Forces in Europe (Main). AFHRA C5094 frames 0957-0958.
Gerald Klein (Dr.), Dipl.-Eng., Manager of LGW. Address: Berlin-Dahlem, Hohe Ähren 
10b. Specialty: Electrical flying control, V-2 control. A very efficient electrical engineer. 
Developed V-2 control devices. Worked at Peenemünde and later became group director 
of atomic devices in RLM [Reichsluftfahrtministerium]. At present being used by the 
British. Evacuated by “T” Force.

Robert E. Work. 18 September 1945. Preliminary Interrogation Report. Prof. Dr. Ulrich 
Hoffmann. AFHRA A5183 frame 0609.
PhD in chemistry from University of Berlin in 1926. Instructor at University of Berlin 
until 1936. Called to University of Rostock in 1936 where he became full professor in 
1937. In April 1942 he was called to University of Vienna as Director of the Institute for 
Inorganic and Analytic Chemistry... Dr. Hoffmann's research in the field of air interest 
was only in the development of the atomic bomb. Claims to have improved method of 
obtaining FLUOR, which is necessary to obtain UF6, one of the basic ingredients of the 
atomic bomb.

Todos M. Odarenko. 1945. FIAT 63. Activities of the Second Institute of Physics of the 
University of Vienna.
Contrary to the statements, attributed by the U.S. newspapers to the various U.S. atomic 
experts, that it “would take the Germans some 100 years to solve the problem of atomic 
disintegration on an explosive basis” (for the manufacture of bombs), the opinion of the 
members of the Institute themselves was that, given a supply of radium and uranium, 
and permitting their return to Vienna, where certain of their materials and equipments 
are stored, they would be able to “complete their work” in some 3 to 6 months… That 
these claims of the Institute are not to be disregarded too readily would follow from the 
fact that Prof. Smyth spent considerable time with the Institute, revisited them several 
times, and thought it necessary to insist on the most stringent type of control over the 
scientific activities of the group, as well as on close individual observations. 

Memo to P. M. Wilson. Atom-Bomb Specialist. 4 April 1946 TNA FO 1031/112.
Karl Heinz BOSECK, former Ustuf in the Waffen SS, alleges that he is an Atom-Bomb 
expert. He is now interned in No. 2 CIC, SANDBOSTEL and his P.O.W. No. is 204526. 
[Boseck studied under Erich Schumann, worked at Oranienburg SS facility near Auer.]

14. Personnel: Others
Where Are the Reports/Interrogations?
Dozens of experts with knowledge of the 

German nuclear program (including H-bombs) 
were brought to the U.S./U.K. after WWII

Countless others were interrogated in Europe, or
taken to France, the Soviet Union, or other countries
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If you received hundreds of pages of documentary evidence that some random modern country suddenly started doing 
all of those things, would you conclude that that country clearly had no significant nuclear weapons program, or 
would you decide that all of that evidence raises real concerns and warrants a more detailed investigation?



15. Some Well-Informed People
Who Concluded That the German
Nuclear Weapons Program Was

Not Small and Primitive

United States
President Franklin D. Roosevelt
Vice President Henry A. Wallace
Senator Harry F. Byrd
Senator Elbert D. Thomas
Justice Robert H. Jackson
FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover
Secretary Henry H. Fowler
Ambassador John Gunther Dean
General Henry H. Arnold
General Thomas J. Betts
General Omar N. Bradley
General George Bryan Conrad
General Dwight D. Eisenhower
General Leslie R. Groves
General John L. Magruder
General George C. Marshall
General George S. Patton
General Donald L. Putt
General George C. McDonald
General William L. Richardson
General Carl A. Spaatz
Commander Herbert Agar
Colonel Howard W. Dix
Colonel George R. Eckman
Colonel John A. Keck
Colonel John A. O’Mara
Colonel Loyd K. Pepple
General Leslie E. Simon
Colonel Lowell P. Weicker
Colonel George Bryant Woods
Major Horace K. Calvert
Major Alexander de Seversky
Major Robert R. Furman
Captain George C. Davis
Jack H. Alberti
Moe Berg

United Kingdom
Sir Winston Churchill
Sir Roy Fedden
Sir Reginald Patrick Linstead
Lord Robert Gilbert Vansittart
Lord John Moore-Brabazon
Esme Bligh, Earl of Darnley
Major Edmund Tilley
Charles Chamberlain
David Gattiker
George Gordon Young
Soviet Union
General Ivan Ilyichev
Marshal Georgy Zhukov
Boris Chertok
Dr. Georgy Flerov
Dr. Igor Kurchatov
Pavel V. Oleynikov
L. D. Riabev
Other:
Czech sources
   (e.g., Karel Staller)
Dutch sources (e.g., 
   Anthony van der Steenhoven)
French sources
   (e.g., Jacques Bergier)
Polish sources
   (e.g., Gezo Mansfeldt)
Swedish sources
   (e.g., Nils Werner Larsson)
Swiss sources
   (e.g., Constantin Chilowsky)

Axis
Adolf Hitler
Hermann Göring
Heinrich Himmler
Wilhelm Ohnesorge
Benito Mussolini
Grand Mufti of Jerusalem
Erwin Bartmann
Helmut J. Fischer
Werner Grothmann
Julius Schaub
Werner Wächter
Manfred von Ardenne
Dr. Wernher von Braun
Dr. Kurt Diebner
Dr. Robert Döpel
Dr. Rudolf Edse
Dr. Siegfried Flügge
Dr. Wilhelm Groth
Dr. Otto Hahn
Dr. Fritz Houtermans
Dr. Johannes Hans Jensen
Dr. Fritz Rehbein
Dr. Erich Schumann
Dr. Hermann Staudinger
Dr. Georg Stetter
Heinz Stölzel
Dr. Walter Trinks
Dr. Wilhelm Voss
General Walter Dornberger
General Gerhard Franz
General Hans Kammler
General Heinrich Kittel
Erwin Respondek
Hans Ulrich Rudel
Adolf Schneider
Alwin Urff

United States (cont’d)
William Casey
Allen Dulles
Frederick R. Loofbourow
Whitney Shepardson
Dr. Samuel K. Allison
Dr. Edward L. Bowles (MIT)
Dr. Karl P. Cohen
Dr. Enrico Fermi
Dr. Richard P. Fischer
Dr. Samuel A. Goudsmit
Caperton B. Horsley
Dr. Gerard P. Kuiper
Dr. Philip Morrison
Dr. Lothar W. Nordheim
Dr. Todos M. Odarenko
Dr. J. Robert Oppenheimer
Dr. Charles P. Smyth
Dr. Leo Szilard
Dr. Edward Teller
Dr. Alvin M. Weinberg
Dr. Eugene P. Wigner
Fritz Lang
Associated Press reporters
Life reporters
Los Angeles Times reporters
Newsweek reporters
New York Times reporters
Time reporters
Washington Post reporters



15. Further Work

The true, detailed, complete history of the German
nuclear program has not yet been publicly written
by anyone (including me). 

To do that, we must first:

•  Search for relevant documents in archives and personal
    collections around the world, and lobby to have all files 
    declassified and released.

•  Conduct industrial archaeology digs (carefully!) and
    laboratory analyses at all sites suspected to have been
    involved in the German nuclear program.



We want you…
to dig!
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Guido Abate
Joseph E. Backofen, Jr.
Umberto Bartocci
Christian Bergner
David Bleecker
Stefan Brauburger
Gordon James Brown
David Cassidy
Casey Clarke
George Cully
Frank Döbert
Gernot Eilers
Silke Fengler
Friedrich Georg
Charlie Hall
István Hargittai
Rudolf Haunschmied 
Michael Haupt
Gunther Hebestreit
Philip Henshall
Marko Herceg
Manfred Höfert
Dieter Hoffmann
Karl-Heinz Huhn
Carter Hydrick
Guy Inchbald
Rainer Karlsch
Adam Kretschmer
Wolf Krotzky
Tom Kunkle 
Norberto Lahuerta 
Benjamin Levin
Kathy Lowney
Manuel Lukas
Jaroslav Mareš
Diane McWhorter
Thomas Mehner

American Institute of Physics Bohr Library & Archives (Maryland)
Archiv der Max-Planck-Gesellschaft (Berlin-Dahlem)
Archiv der Österreichischen Akademie der Wissenschaften (Vienna)
Atomkeller Museum (Haigerloch)
Bayerische Staatsbibliothek (Munich)
Bornholm Defence Museum
Bornholm Museum
Bundesarchiv Militärarchiv (Freiburg)
Deutsches Historisches Institut (Moscow)
Deutsches Historisches Museum (Berlin)
Deutsches Museum (Munich)
Deutsches Technikmuseum (Berlin)
Foundation Centre for German Communication (Netherlands)
Franklin D. Roosevelt Presidential Library (Hyde Park, NY)
Gedenkdienstkomitee Gusen (Austria)
Historisch-Technisches Museum Peenemünde
Historisch-Technisches Museum Versuchsstelle Kummersdorf
Jonastalverein (Arnstadt)
KZ-Gedenkstätte Mittelbau-Dora (Nordhausen)
Nationaal Archief (The Hague, Netherlands)
National Air and Space Museum (Washington, DC) 
Norwegian Industrial Workers Museum (Vemork) 
Sachverständigenbüro Staude (Limbach-Oberfrohna)
Schweizerisches Bundesarchiv (Bern) 
Schweizerische Nationalbibliothek (Bern) 
Staatsarchiv, Staatskanzlei Obwalden (Sarnen, Switzerland)
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Available for free at:
riderinstitute.org/revolutionary-innovation

Over 6000 pages covering:

• Major innovators and innovations
   produced by the predominantly German-
   speaking scientific world ~1800–1945

• Systemic factors that promoted so
   much innovation in that place and time

• Technology transfer out of the
   German-speaking world

• What we can learn that could improve
   innovation in the modern world

• >1000 pages of primary sources/analysis
   on the WWII German nuclear program

• >400 pages of bibliography

Reviewed by European and American
historians and scientists

Updated as new information is found

Modern society runs on 
revolutionary innovations from the 
predominantly German-speaking 

scientific world ~1800–1945



Short version—but click the links! Long version of nuclear program
Available for free at:
riderinstitute.org/revolutionary-innovation



Some Reviewers’ Comments on Forgotten Creators
“Todd H. Rider’s Forgotten Creators is an encyclopedic 
consideration of Germany's central place in the 
advancement of science and technology between 1800 
and 1945.  Drawing upon a wide range of sources, 
Rider has summarized that effort in a survey that will 
impress the reader just as much for the breadth of 
German intellectual achievement as for the influence 
that achievement has had upon the modern world.”

George W. Cully, retired Director, Office of History at 
Air University, Maxwell Air Force Base, Alabama

“Todd H. Rider’s Forgotten Creators is a monumental 
treatise about and an exciting intellectual journey 
through the contributions of scientists and technologists 
in Germany and other Central European countries and 
German-speaking areas to universal progress. It is 
thoroughly researched, meticulously documented, and 
presented in an easy-to-perceive way. The pre-war and 
pre-Nazi German system of science support has lessons 
that would be difficult to emulate but worthy to ponder 
about even today. The long-range tragic consequences 
in science caused by National Socialism are well 
demonstrated as are the benefits in the West and in the 
East from the exodus of Jewish scientists before and the 
importation of others from Germany following World 
War II. The book is a virtually bottomless well for 
mining reliable information in the history of science 
and technology. The ‘forgotten creators’ are no longer 
forgotten. Todd is to be congratulated for his 
accomplishment and thanked for sharing it so 
generously with the international community.”

István Hargittai, Professor Emeritus of Chemistry, 
Budapest University of Technology and Economics, 
author of Buried Glory, Candid Science, Drive and 
Curiosity, Great Minds, Judging Edward Teller, Martians 
of Science, and The Road to Stockholm

“The book Forgotten Creators is a really impressive 
book, as Todd H. Rider tries to mention all relevant 
German-speaking scientists and engineers and their 
scientific fields up to 1945 in this mammoth project. In 
this form, nobody has dared to do this before. The 
author deserves my full respect for this. I am pleased 
that we were able to support him in his research.”

Thomas Köhler, Peenemünde Historical-Technical 
Museum historian and head of the archive

“Forgotten Creators is an examination of mid-twentieth-
century German science and technology, studying the 
question of how this era came to be so productive. Using 
extensive reproduction of original materials and source 
accounts, the author is not only able to provide an 
overview of what is known about wartime activities, but 
is also able to indicate avenues for future historical 
research.  The careful and comprehensive referencing 
permits the materials presented to be used in academic 
studies. A notable feature of this work is the fluid 
format provided by online publication, allowing 
revisions and new materials to be added. An especially 
important emphasis of the book is what can be learned 
from both the German-speaking scientists and the 
World War II era in general that could improve 
scientific productivity and creativity now.”
Thomas Kunkle, Los Alamos National Laboratory, 
retired

“With his work, based on very comprehensive, 
thoroughly researched sources, Todd Rider has 
presented an astonishing study of the history of German 
science, especially in the first half of the twentieth 
century, which also reveals many connections that have 
been unjustly forgotten or little noticed. This also 
applies to numerous persons whose achievements are 
hardly known.”
Günter Nagel, author of Wissenschaft für den Krieg, 
Himmlers Waffenforscher, Atomversuche in Deutschland, 
and Das geheime deutsche Uranprojekt 1939-1945

“A very valuable part of the book is devoted to the 
development of nuclear weapons in Germany during 
WWII, 1939-1945. While the histories of both the 
US/British Manhattan Project and the Soviet atomic 
project have been to a large extent declassified, little is 
actually known about the German work. Rider has done 
historians a favor by marshalling all of the evidence he 
could find in US, German, and Russian archives 
regarding the German atomic project. The inescapable 
conclusion is that the Germans were much farther 
advanced in nuclear weapons development than is 
generally thought.”
Lee Pondrom, Professor Emeritus of Physics, University 
of Wisconsin-Madison, author of The Soviet Atomic 
Project: How the Soviet Union Obtained the Atomic Bomb

“Forgotten Creators by Todd Rider is an extraordinary work 
of detailed research and new insights into the technological 
advances contributed by German-speaking scientists. His 
lengthy and in-depth study of history often overlooked or not 
even seen in more cursory reviews is a refreshing read. His 
attempt to create the fullest account possible has resulted in a 
fine reference book that also serves to introduce new research 
for the reader.  Rider's contention, right up front in the 
Executive Summary—that inventions and discoveries had their 
highest concentration of revolutionary innovations from 
scientists and engineers from the German-speaking central 
European research world in the nineteenth and early twentieth 
centuries—demands the reader’s attention. He then fills an 
enormous amount of over 4,000 pages with supporting details. 
Amazing subject matter and new revolutionary insights dug up 
through meticulous research make Forgotten Creators a ‘must 
read’ for serious historians and curious researchers alike.”

D. Ray Smith, Oak Ridge National Lab Historian, retired

“This truly voluminous study provides an in-depth overview of 
techno-scientific achievements and innovations which 
originated from the German-speaking world. It is a rich and 
fascinating history of the transnational circulation of 
knowledge over a period of no less than two centuries.”

Helmuth Trischler, Head of Research, Deutsches Museum, 
Munich

“A most important and deserving book. Todd Rider’s research 
on the German rocket and nuclear programs in World War II 
is especially impressive because of the number and depth of the 
sources cited and the meticulousness of their evaluation. Really 
pioneering work has been done here!”

Matthias Uhl, Deutsches Historisches Institut, Moscow, author 
of Stalins V-2: Der Technologietransfer der deutschen 
Fernlenkwaffentechnik and Die Organisation des Terrors: Der 
Dienstkalender Heinrich Himmlers 1943-1945

“Todd Rider has produced a meticulously researched and 
cogently argued tour de force on the men and the 
circumstances that drove the modern German Renaissance in 
science and technology. Brought out of the long shadow of the 
Third Reich, the story of this Golden Age of human enquiry is 
convincingly shown to have as much relevance to our present 
times as it did then. A remarkable achievement.”

Stephen Walton, Senior Curator, U.K. Imperial War Museum




